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AMSAY’S “NEW CASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis—10,000 cubic feet of gas per ton 
of coal; 26-candle gas; 134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. FIRE-BRICK 
WORKS, established 1804. FIRE-CLAY SANITARY 
PIPES, CHIMNEY-TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire- 
Clay. The Fire-Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Colliery, 
is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in perfecting 
every article. The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘* RAMSAY”) 
are to be seen in all parts cf the world, and the Works 
are the most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories—Derwenthaugh, Swalwell, and Hebburn 
Quay, near ee ee me; and London Wharves— 

icon ankside; and Honduras Wharf, 
Cubit Town. med ane kept. 
Address G. H. Ramsay, NB wcastLE-on-TrYne. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patenteos‘of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 





These Meters are warranted to measure cor- 
rectly and not to vary. Their ackn. wledged 
superiority has brought them into general use 
more rapidly than any Meters hitherto manu- 
factured. 

To meet the increasing demand, G. Glover 
anv Co, have just entered on possession of ex- 
canpre remises adjoining their present Works 

Ranelagh Road, and they are now prepared 
to execute 2 prompdly, orders to any extent. They 
keep in stock all sizes of Meters up to 200 lights. 
In cases of haste, on the receipt of a telegram 
early on one day, their Meters can be delivered 
next day in any part of England, and in the 
large towns in Scotland. 


Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on 
application to— 


RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.; 
236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW; 


oR 
15, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


JOSEPH COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURK, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MeEpar. was 
awarded at the Great Exutsirion of 1851, for “Gas- 
Rerorts and orHer Ossects in Fire-Ciay,” and they have 
also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL Exutsition of 
1862, the Prize Mepat for ‘‘ Gas-Rerorts, Firne-Bricks, 
&e., for ExcetEence of Quatrry.” 

J. C. and Co. have been for many years the most extensive 
Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the United Kingdom; 
and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts of alf shapes and dimen- 
sions, Fire-Bricks, and every other article in Fire-Clay, are 
promptly executed at their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal ce, 
Quay Sipe, Newcasr.k-on-TYNE. 








JOHN RUSSELL AND Co., 


THE OLD TUBE-WORKS, WEDNESBURY; 


THE ALMA WORKS, WALSALL, 
Established at the commencement of Gas Lighting. 
WAREHOUSES: 

69, UPPER THAMES STREET; 

COMMERCIAL STREET, SPITALFIELDS; LONDON 
5, CHARLES STREET, SOHO; and 

16, SOHO SQUARE, 

35, 36, 37, & 39, GRANBY ROW, MANCHESTER. 

J. R. and Co. are the original manufacturers of Wrought- 
Iron Gas Tubes and Fittings, and Inventors of the LAP- 
WELDED TUBES for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 

J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings for 
Gas, Steam, and Water; Gun-Metal Cocks, Stocks, and 
Dies; Galvanized Tubes and High-Pressure Tubes, &e. 

Lists may be obtained on application to 


__ ©, TEPER THAMES STREET, ISNDO. _ 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


Estasrisuep 1830, 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. tors with Lava Burners. 














[26m Yuan, 4 ” Price Is. 


| BLAYDON BURN “AND ‘LOW BENWELL FIRE - 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Ngan NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR 


most respectfully to thank the Metropoliten, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
patronage for several a past, and to intimate that he has 
rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the manu- 
facture of CLAY RETORTS; end that hei is now | prepared 
to execute the largest orders with p y an 
Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, of all shapes and 
sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other articles in Fire-Clay, 
executed on the shortest notice, and on the most reasonab! e 
terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broap Srreet, Crry, Lonpon. 


SCOTTISH CANNEL COAL. 
J & W. ROMANS, Consulting Gas 


neers and Coal Factors, of Edinburgh and Lendon 
oa for supplying any (quantity of COAL endo, 

They are also Contractors for leasing Gas-Works, for 
supplying, . erecting, or repairing gas apparatus and fire- 
clay go: 

pacers. t Romans, being lessees of several Gas-Works, have 
their Cannels tested in the ordinary working process, thus 
securing for their customers a guarantee beyond mere 
laboratory experiments. 

Analysis, prices, and other information will be forwarded 
= application to their Offices, 8, Forth Street, Epinsuaen; 

albrook, Mansion House, ‘Lonpox, or to the ** Crown 

Whett, » Thomas Street, Limehouse, Loxpow, where stocks 
of house, steam, and gas coal are always on hand. 

Coal, machinery, fire goods, &c., shipped to all parts cf 
the world. 


LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, . 
AUCHINHEATH COLLIERY, 
LESMAHAGO N.B. 


JAMES FERGUSON & CO. 


LESSEES SINCE 1832, 














LONDON AGENTS: 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO, 
68, OLD BROAD STREET, E.C. 


CONTINENTAL AGENTS: 


LA COUR & WATSON,. 


LEITH. 





CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


‘PRIZE MEDALS, 
LONDON, 1851; 


NEW YORE, 1858 
PARIS, 1855. 


THE 


(INVENTED & PATENTED IN 1844,) 
COMBINING ALL THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, 2%20%, 10s 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


PRIZE F MEDALS 


DUBLIN, 1965; 
PARIS, 1867. 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD Wi 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY,.. 


THE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, 





ETC., 


ETC. 


Twyere Coils for Blast Furnaces, Boring Tubes, Core Bars, Gun-Metal and. other Cocks, Boiler Mountings, &c. 
HUGHES'S PATENT TAPS’ FOR HIGH PRESSURES. 


London Agents: Messrs. JOHN W. O’NEILL & OCO,, 39, Lombard Street, E.C. 






—_ 


ee 
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HENRY HOWARD & CO,, 





COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS. 


OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


HOWARD’S PATENT IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER; 


Also ORDINARY WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES and FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 
CORE BARS FOR IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, IRON COCKS, &c. 


London Agent—W. G. DAVIS, 25 Brabant Court, Philpot Lane, E.C. 





SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS oF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS 


For Gas, Steam, Water, &c. 
SOLE LICENSEES AND MANUFACTURERS for the United Kingdom ef 


THE LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 


For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Boilers, 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &e.; ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds, 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 


WAREHOUSES: 





“LONDON: No. 157, Upper Thames Street, F.C, LIVERPOOL: No, 63, Paradise Street. MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, 


Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 





LAMBERT BROTHERS, WALSALL. 
ALPHA TUBE & FITTING WORKS 


LAIDLAW AND SON, 


EDINBURGH GLASGOW. 
inlidiatibceuevie of 


CONSUMERS IMPROVED WET GAS-METERS, 
THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METERS, 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, in Cast-Iron or Tin-Plate Cases; 
STATION-METERS, ALL SIZES, up to 15 feet Square, with PLANED JOINTS ; 


. Experimental Meters, Photometers, Pressure-Gauges, 
Governors, Test Holders, &c., &Xc. 


LONDON OFFICE: 106, CANNON STREET, E.C. 


TRADE MARK. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
> The only Prize Medal awarded for TUBES & FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WAREHOUSE: SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, LIMITED, 


PATENTEES & FIRST MAKERS OF WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 


ONLY MAKERS OF HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TUBES and FITTINGS for GAS, STEAM, and WATER; 
LAP-WELDED, LOCOMOTIVE, MARINE, and other BOILER TUBES ; : 
HYDRAULIC TUBES, BEDSTEAD TUBES, WELL TUBES, TELEGRAPH POSTS, "COILS, &c. ; 
GAS-FITTERS TOOLS, VALVES, COCKS,. &c. 
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THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 


as (Established 1822,) 
BPRPRING HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TELESCOPIC & SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON TANKS FOR DITTO; 


. PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, RETORTS, VALVES; 
IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON RETORT-LIDS, CROSS-BARS, & SCREWS; 
AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF LIVESEY’S PATENT GASHOLDER MAN-LID, 


By use of which Man-lid, inlet and outlet pipes can be examined and cleansed without loss of gas in crown of holder, 
, or ingress of atmospheric air. 


ROOFS, GIRDERS, BRIDGES, AND BOILERS OF ALL KINDS. 
Drawings, Specifications, and Estimates supplied on applicatien. 





London Agent: W.G. DAVIS, 2, BRABANT COURT, PHILPOT LANE, E.C. 
PARIS, 1867. LONDON, 1862. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 
GAS ENGINEER. 





gE 


















, 24 and 68. 18 and $1. 
PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


IMPROVED LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 
PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. Zane 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & (CO., 


296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 











This Paint having been in general use over eleven years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint produced 
for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much less ex- 
pansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly, Its specific gravity is so much below white lead that 
. the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (30s. per cwt.), it is actually one-third cheaper. 
From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. : ; 
Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it the best 
Paint known for their purposes, 
N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and Gas Joints, 


for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. 


TO ENGINEERS, GAS COMPANIES, RAILWAY COMPANIES, &c, 
THE TORBAY PAINT COMPANY, 


SOLE PROPRIETORS OF 


S7e- CALLEY'S GENUINE “TORBAY” PAINT {<Al 
SYTHE ANTI-GALVANIC PAINT. ‘ 


= 6 
» 
> 



























GOVERNMENT. PATRONAGE, 
ADMIRALTY & WAR OFFICE. 


THESE PAINTS ARE SPECIALLY PREPARED, and are most valuable for protecting and arresting rust on all ironwork, AND WILL COVER TAR EFFECTUALLY; they adhere 
strongly, acquire great solidity, do not crack, flake off, or blister by heat, and they resist the effects of SULPHUROUS AND GASEOUS EXHALATIONS, 


They are used extensively at a large number of GAS-WORKS, on Gasholders, Purifiers, and all classes of Ironwork; als by Government, Railway Companies, &c, 
Our CIRCULAR will be forwarded on application. SAMPLE CAN, for trial, sent free of charge. 


, |. Works; Brixham, Torbay, Devon, 
-. STEVENS & CO., 21, GREAT WINCHESTER STREET; LONDON, E.C. 


.. 





pee ress pata 
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THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS & FIRE- BRICKS, 


Of every size and shape, and of the best quality; also of White and Coloured GLAZED BRICKS, SANITARY PIPES, &c., &c. 
The F. I. Co, have the exclusive right to make and sell Fraser’s Patent “Ribbed” Gas-Retorts in Fire-Clay. 


In order to meet the constantly increasing demand for their Gas-Retorts, the F. I. Co. have recently made such an addition’ to their premises as will 
enable them to execute expeditiously the largest home or foreign orders. 


Apply as above, or to the London Offices, 15, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. Cc HOLMES & CQ, 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, in use in 
many of the principal Gas-Works on the Continent. : 
PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS, 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REPERENCES TO UPWARDS OF 300 GAS-WORKS. 


DANIEL HOWARD, 


Successor to the late BENJAMIN WHITEHOU SH, 
(ESTABLISHED IN 1765,) 


BOILEHR AND GASHOLDER WORKS, 


Westbromwich, near Birmingham. 


MANUFACTURER OF TELESCOPE AND SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON TANKS 


FOR DITTO, 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, HYDRAULIC MAINS, 
And all kinds of GAS APPARATUS. 
Wrought-Iron Roofs, Bridges, and Girders; Steam, Hot Water, and 
Range Boilers; ‘Tanks, Cisterns, &c., 
And all kinds of Wrought-Iron Work. 
DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, and ESTIMATES FURNISHED. 


THORNELOE'S ~=6 THORNELOE & COCHRAN, = “="Duis 
GAS ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS. 7 
THORNELOE’'S PATENT VALVE 


For GAS and WATER, from 3 to 24 inches, 
SUPPLIED FROM STOCK. 
They are now in use at the following Gas- Works in London :— 
PHENIX AND SOUTH METROPOLITAN ; 
Also at Aylesbury, Aldershot, Colchester, Farnham, Guildford, Leicester, 
Ilford, Middlesboro’ Patent Gas Company, Reading, &c. 
SOLE MAKERS OF 


CHANDLER AND SON’S 
PATENT REGULATING DIP-PIPE. 


Prospectus, with Price Lists and Particulars, on Application. 
YA REGISTER KEPT OF SECOND-HAND GAS APPARATUS, 


EXPERIENCED WORKMEN SENT TO ANY PART OF THE COUNTRY. 


PATENT VALVE. Address, 34, LONDON WALL, LONDON, E.C. parent DIP-PIPE. 
































TO INVENTORS AND PATEN'(EES, | 
W. H. BENNETT, having hed THOMAS PROUD, 
considerable experience in matters connected with Brookfiel da WV orks, 


eu te assict, Inventors in the perfeation of their 
vi 
designe, and to obtain for them PROVISIONAL PRO- LOB, IOKNIELD STREET EAST, BIRMINGHAM, 
ION, whoreby their invention may be secured for MANUFACTURER OF 
din Months; or LETTERS PATENT, which are granted : 


= | WOOD GRIDS 


thereby rendeiing ft "amnesenenry for persons resident in 


"Pa rv For Comin | PURIFIERS AND SCRUBBERS, | 


splines ‘he havens, W, Piers tome, | CONTRACTOR FOR GAS APPARATUS & MAIN-LAYING. 
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THE THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS, NEAR SHEFFIELD. 








NN as - 


tan 


| Hal 


















































THORNCLIFFE | THORNCLIFFE 
IMPROVED | IMPROVED 
BYE-PASS VALVE.; STOP-VALVE; 
Sizes of the GrEEs | sIsES 
THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE. From 3 ins. upwards. From 3 ins. upwerds, 
Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | ins. Ins, | Ins. Ins. | 

A | Bore of Pipe...,; 4; 5/ 6| 7; 8] 9| 10; 12 | mer 

B | Diam. of Body.) 16 | 20 | 23 | 26 | 28 | 31 | 34 | 40 | 

C | Height of Tank., 33 | 35 | 38 | 43 46 | 48 | 51 | 56 | 

D | Depth of ee | 8 | 9/10/11 12|13| 14! 16 | In all cases the Covers are cast heavy enough to resist 

| Total height. . «| 41 | 44 | 48 | 54 | 58 | 61 | 65 | 72 | any required pressure. 








The advantages derived from the adoption of these Valves are so manifest and cardinal that in the immediate character of the 
change—the simplicity of the machine—the facility affording for cleaning out connexions between Valve and Purifier—the perfect 
collection and delivery by suitable overflow of the ammonia, at a greatly diminished depth from ground-line over the old form of 
Valve—the advantage of connecting on the same level, and at any angle, or opposite to each other, the inlet and outlet pipes without 
dip or rise—the clear acquisition of space in the purifying-house, by being able to place the boxes nearer together, the new Valve 
being entirely under the floor—and lastly, though of the greatest importance, the passage of crude and unpurified gas during the 
change is minimized to the merest fraction, thus preventing the fouling by impure gas the delicate machinery and easily affected 
exposed movements of the station-meter, thereby preventing the introduction of the enemy (unpurified gas) into the gasholder. 
Also a dead abutment is offered to all back pressure, imparting thereby to the gauges, governors, and hydraulic seals, a steadiness of 
action never realized with the once famous, but now fast becoming obsolete, Hydraulic Centre-Valve. 


N., C., and Co. also Manufacture and Erect 


PURIFIERS. CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, GASHOLDERS, ROOFS, 


And every description of Gas Machinery. 
TENDERS GIVEN FOR WORK FIXED COMPLETE IN ANY PART OF THE KINGDOM, 





London Office—34, LONDON WALL, MOORGATE STREET, E.C. 





R55 kee 
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FLETCHER AND MURPHY, 
GARRATT STREET WORKS, OLDHAM ROAD, MANCHESTER; 


Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS WET CAS-METERS 


IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
THE UNVAR YING W Bas EE ~ LINE GAS-METER, 
IMPROVED DRY. GAS-METERS; 
STATION-METERS OF ALL SIZES, with PLANED JOINTS; 


GOVERNORS, PRESSURE AND EXHAUST RECISTERS, TEST HOLDERS, 
And all kinds of Experimental Gas Apparatus. 


FULLERTON, SON, * CO., 
LONDON ROAD METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE PATENT IMPROVED TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER, | 


WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTMENT AND REPAIR, 


The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single Screw. 
GAS-METERS on the WET and DRY principles made in CAST-IRON. and TIN-PLATE CASES. 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL & TEST METERS, GAS APPARATUS, &c. 


JOHN HALL & CQO. 
STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 











— 











AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS, 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short Notice. 


DUKINFIELD CANNEL COAL. [| - 


THE DUNKIRK COAL COMPANY. }{ | 


OFFICES: 
ASTLEY DEEP wee, DUKINFIELD. 








ANALYSIS, PRICES, AND OTHER INFORMATION, ON APPLICATION 
AT THE ABOVE OFFICES. 





as <3 @& =e = 


CLIFFS PATENT 


| _ENAMELLED—_ GLAY_2-RETO | 





J OSEPH CLIFF & SON, : 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and Salt-Glazed Drain-Pipes. 
Lonpon WHARF: 


Wharf No.4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, N.; 
LIVERPOOL—1, Back Leeds Street, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire- Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and ba 
Drain- Pipes. 
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10, LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, E.C., 


SOLE MAKERS OF 


MORTON’S PATENT SELF-SEALING RETORT-LIDS, 


WITH 


HOLMAN’S PATENT ECCENTRIC FASTENINGS. 


OVER 7000 IN USE. 





(NO LUTING. SIMPLE. 
LIDS HINGED TO ECONOMICAL. 
MOUTHPIECES; pean 

NO LIFTING ON 
oe EFFECTIVE. 


"NO SCREWS FOR 
FASTENING. 


NO DUPLICATE 
LIDS REQUIRED. 





FRONT VIEW. SIDE VIEW. 

These Lids are proved by many eminent Gas Engineers to be the most efficient, saving much time, labour, and expense; are opened 
and closed as quickly and with as little trouble as an ordinary furnace door, and by their use the Retorts are soundly sealed during the 
whole period of carbonization. 

THESE LIDS ARE IN USE AT THE FOLLOWING (AMONG MANY OTHER) GAS-WORKS :— 
The Gaslight Company, Beckton (where |The Gas-Works, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. | The Nottingham Gas- Works. 


over 2000 are in use). », Alliance and Dublin Gas- Works. »» Newcastle-on-Tyne Gas-Works. 
» Gaslight Company, Bow Common. » Edinburgh Gas-Works. »» Carmarthen Gas- Works. 
»» London Gaslight Company. »» Manchester Corporation Gas- Works. » Merthyr Tydfil Gas- Works. 
», Independent Gaslight Company. »» Salford Corporation Gas-Works. »» Ystrad Gas-Works. 
»» Pheenix Gaslight Company. »» Rochdale Corporation Gas-Works. »» St. Alban’s Gas-Works. 
»» South Metropolitan Gaslight Company. ,, Liverpool United Gas- Works. »» Over Darwen Gas-Works. 


| 

West Ham Gas Company. », Birkenhead Gas-Works. | »» Aylesbury Gas- Works. 
The Morton’s Lid is made circular in form, that being the most convenient and suitable shape. It can be used for Retorts of any 

section, by adapting the Mouthpiece casting from the D, oval, or other shape, at the back, to circular in front. 


The following important Testimonial, among others, has been given :— 
The Gaslight and Coke Company. Engineer's Office, 6, Westminster Chambers, Nov. 14, 1871. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, I have the pleasure of stating that the whole of the Mouthpieces at Beckton have Morton's Lids attached 
to them, and they have given us every satisfaction. We have 2160 in use.—I remain, yours truly, (Signed) F. J. Evans. 





SOLE MAKERS OF 


HUNTS PATENT EQUILIBRIUM GAS-GOVERNOR. 


In this Governor a Throttle-Valve is substituted for the ordinary suspended Cone, all external 
communication being avvided by placing the Lever or Radius Arm (shown at C on the drawing) 
inside the Valve-Chamber, upon the Disc. The Disc is carried upon stee) centres, upon which it is 
accurately balanced and turns freely. The friction in working is thereby reduced to a minimum. 
This Governor is extremely sensitive to alterations of inlet or outlet pressure, and renders a large 





actuating holder unnecessary. 


London Gas- Works, Nine Elms, Dee. 25, 1871. 
Gentlemen,—The 18-inch Hunt’s Patent Throttle-Valve Governor supplied by you to this Company has been in use for about six months, 
working very satisfactorily ; it obviates entirely the oscillation which sometimes occurs with the ordinary Governors, with the annoyance and danger 
arising therefrom. The efficiency of this Instrument, together with its compactness and lowness of price, ought to ensure its general adoption. 
Messrs. Tangye Brothers and Holman, (Signed) Rossert Morton, Engineer. 
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The latter being the Highest Medal awarded for 4 
Gas-Meters by the Imperial Commissioners for the 
Universal Exhibition, Paris, 1867. x 
I 
THOMAS GLOVER & CO., i 
; } 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, ) 
214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, | 
: LONDON, E.C. 7 
. i 
| THOMAS GLOVER & CO’S PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 
| Ist, Are a remedy for all the defects of Wet Meters; Re 
2nd, Are suitable for all climates, whether hot or cold; ‘ 
3rd, Incur no loss of Gas by evaporation; ’ 
4th, Cannot become fixed by frost, however severe; 1 
5th, Are the most accurate and unvarying measurers of Gas; x 
6th, Prevent jumping or unexpected extinction of the Lights; 

7th, May be fixed either above or below the level of the Lights; 
8th, Cannot be tampered with, without visibly damaging the outer case; al 
9th, Will last much longer than Wet Meters; ( 
10th, Will not cost more than one-half for repair that Wet or Water Meters do; 23: 
Are upheld for five years without charge. gor 
} , EN Jo 
| : —_—e of 
| WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO : 
H ” = 
) (SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY,) T 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. ‘ 

Established 1816. 

On 
MANUFACTURERS OF — 
DRY METER : 
PATENT WET & Ss, |: 
See 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, te 
cor 
PRESSURE REGISTERS, GAUGES, a 
i} a 
1 EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, GASHOLDERS, &c., &c. - 
i a pat 
} 3 lov 
| WATER METERS. , * 
ih but 
| me 
| liv, 
\ W. P. & Co. beg to state that they are now prepared to supply Station-Meters with planed joints. me 
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- ERRATA. 


In the ‘Circular to Gas Companies,” in our last number, occurred a very 
awkward transposition. Line 1 on page 213 should be line 1 on page 212. 

Gas LicutiNe by Execrriciry.—In the discussion on this subject, reported 
in our last, Mr. W. Lloyd Wise, replying to various speakers, is made to say (page 
235), in reference to the cost of the apparatus, that it was a question he had 
gone into, He desires us to say that he stated quite the contrary. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


EXTRA SPECIAL NUMBER OF THE “ JOURNAL.” 

In consequence of the space necessarily devoted in the present issue of the 
JOURNAL to the reports of metropolitan and other gas companies, we are com- 
pelled to postpone the publication of the proceedings in Parliament, during 
the past fortnight, on Gas and Water Bills, and several other matters of interest 
and importance. We propose, therefore, to publish an extra special number 
of the JOURNAL 














On TuEsDaY, APRIL 15, 
which will be sent free to our subscribers, and will contain the proceedings 
above alluded to. Communications intended for that number should reach us 
not later than Saturday morning next. 
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Hotes upon Passing Ebents. 


On the day of the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race a very small but 
select public meeting was held at Willis’s Rooms, to afford Lord Elcho 
another opportunity of wielding the mop of Mother Partington, and 
sweeping back the parliamentary tide which threatens to clear away 
Northumberland House. That the meeting (although it at no time 
amounted to a hundred, and to scarcely half that number before the 
resolution was proposed) was influential there can be no question, 
seeing that amongst those present were the Duke of Sutherland, 
Lord Overstone, Mr, Beresford Hope, M.P., Mr. Cowper-Temple, Mr. 
Baillie Cochrane, Professor Ker, and many well-known names in 
connexion with our metropolitan vestries. Lord Lyttelton took the 
chair, and with his characteristic eccentricity declared not only that 
“he would go any distance to prevent the destruction of Northumber- 
“land House,” but that ‘‘ inside and outside it was beautiful, and 
“an ornament to this ugly town.” Lord Elcho then took the wand, 
and delivered a lecture which had not the merit of his lordship’s 
mame speeches; in fact, it was dull and depressing to the 
owestdegree. He maintained, as longas he kept away from Northum- 
berland House, sound principles, and brought forward several illus- 
trations of the present chaotic arrangements as to public works ; 
but he failed to make a point worthy of applause, or to manufacture a 
paragraph worth quoting. If he had been defending the Game Laws 
or a Scotch landlord’s rights, he would, at any rate, have been 
lively and amusing. He repeatedly urged that he asked for support 
from those who did not care for Northumberland House, but objected 











to the present system, or rather, no system; but it was quite plain 
that all he cared for was the hugh mansion with its carpenter’s 
Jacade to the Strand, and that the attack on the ways and means b 
which public improvements are settled was an afterthought. If 
there were nothing involved but the Charing Cross Approach Bill, 
which has been settled by the Board of Works, approved by the Duke 
ot Northumberland, passed by majorities of the House of Commons, 
including the officials of the present, past, and future Governments, 
it would not be worth while to waste ink and paper on the vagaries of 
enthusiasts nearly as nonsensical as Mr. Ruskin himself, and much 
more selfish. But it so happens that the grievance on which Lord 
Elcho and his band of esthetics have become so hot this year is old 
and crying. It existed last year, when the Metropolitan Board was 
permitted, on strictly parliamentary principles, to defeat a splendid 
improvement in the City, and carry a so-called traffic improvement 
on a strictly vestryman’s line. The grievance is this: Bills for great 
public improvements, whether promoted by the First Commissioner of 
the Board of Works, or the Metropolitan Board of Works, or the 
Corporation of London, or public companies, are treated as Private 
Bills, on which the smallest possible information is given to the pub- 
lic, and can only be opposed by parties whose pecuniary interests 
are affected. The Bill passes if only the committees are satisfied 
that the promoters can raise the needful funds. To take an extreme 
instance, the Bill for the Thames Embankment, when deposited and 
when passed, included no plans, models, or elevations ; and there was 
nothing except the ambition of the engineer and the Board to pre- 
vent its being of plain brick in the Baker Street style. Indeed, Lord 
Elcho might have gone much farther, and stated that there is not 


even a central authority to settle on what line streets to be widened - 


shall be set back. 

In 1869, a committee of the House of Commons recommended that 
some system of supervision and control over public works, planned 
and executed by corporate bodies and public companies, should be 
created. The committee suggested that all Bills on works should go 
to the First Commissioner of Works und Buildings, and that his 
report should go to the parliamentary committee. Now every one 
who has paid any attention to the public improvements of the metro- 
polis will agree that, before they are sanctioned, the public, that is, 
at any rate, both Houses of Parliament, ought to have, by plans, 
elevations, models, and descriptions, the fullest opportunity of know- 
ing what will be the general effect of the alteration—what sort of 
buildings, if any, are to be placed upon it. But it is when the ques- 
tion arises of what is to be the central authority to report on archi- 
tectural and engineering works that the great difficutly arises. The 
committee of 1869 suggested the First Commissioner of Works, not 
having evidently any idea that an Ayrton would eventually fill that 
post. The Elchoites, for once sympathizing with the public, have 
no confidence in an Ayrton, and the public would see with equal 
dread Lord Elcho, Mr. Beresford Hope, or Lord Lyttelton in the post 
of Minister of Public Works—the Haussmann of London—for either 
would be capable of imposing a ruinous or prohibitive tax on a street 
improvement or work of public utility, in order to carry out some 
sentimental worship of antiquity, or to force the adoption of some 
fanciful design. Mr. Cole, C.B., recommended a permanent com- 
mittee or commission, in comparison with which “The Happy 
‘* Family” would be a joke. It was to consist of the Architects of 


the City and the Metropolitan Board, the President of the Institute of 


Architects, a representative of the Royal Academy and of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers. It is a proverb that a council of war never 
fights, and it would soon be a proverb that the proposed council op- 
posed as and net | nothing. A gentleman who spoke 
from the body of the meeting went farther—wanted to load the 
metropolis with a consulting elective body, to be composed of seven 
representatives from the Corporation, a like number from the Metro- 
politan Board, and a third seven to be appointed by the Government, 
with a staff of officers. Mr. Beresford Hope, whose sympathies are 
all for art and the comfort of men of at least ten thousand a year, 
pooh-poohed the council, and called for a reconstruction of the Board 
of Works; for ‘“‘a Minister of Works,” such a man as Lord Elcho 
or Lord Lyttelton, with a Finance Under-Secretary with a seat in the 
House of Commons. ‘The council would be to support the minister 
‘“‘who would be most like that bureaucrat the Prefect of the 
* Seine.” There is not the least doubt that a dictator, supported by a 
council of architects and engineers, would, in twenty years, make 
very great changes in the appearance of London, whether in good 
taste or not would depend on his ability and education. The com- 
mittee of all the talents, which invented the Palace of Industry, 
which was knocked on the head by Sir Joseph Paxton’s glass-house, 
were not very successful. The New Post-Office, the London Uni- 
versity in Cork Street, and the New Royal Academy in Piccadilly, 
are not imposing works of art, neither are the additions to Bucking- 
ham Palace. Indeed, it may be questioned whether this country is 
prepared for a minister whose duty and ambition it would be to be 
continually finding objects for spending the ratepayers and the general 
taxpayers money. 

Pending the arrival of the time when this Council of Art shall be 
established—say, at the Greek Kalends—something may be done by 
compelling the deposit, some time before powers are granted for 
executing great public works or street improvements, of plans, ele- 
vations, and models in a public place where they may be examined 
and discussed ; and something more may be done by granting a docus 
standi to the promoters of rival schemes under such limitations as 
will discourage vexatious and mercenary opposition. 

The Horticultural Society is passing through a time of revolu- 
tionary trouble which can be compared to nothing so nearly as the 
state of Spain. The society, turned out of the principal part of 
Chiswick by the expiration of their lease, and very much embar- 
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rassed in their financial affairs, entered into an alliance, or rather 
nership, with the Royal Commissioners who exist on the surplus 
nds of the Exhibition of 1851. A large portion of this surplus 
was laid out in land at South Kensington. One part of this land 
was reserved for public purposes, and part, forming streets around, 
was let on building leases. The Royal Commissioners agreed to let 
the Horticultural Society the plot of ground which they now occupy, 
on the following conditions :—That they should lay out the gardens 
—this cost £50,000, raised in debentures—and that the commis- 
sioners should build arcades round the gardens, which also cost 
£50,000; that after the expenses of the gardens and the interest 
on the debentures had been satisfied, the Horticultural Society should 
pay over allsurplus receipts up to £2400, all receipts above that sum 
to be divided. It was also provided that if the receipts paid to the 
commissioners as rent failed for five consecutive years to amount in 
any one year to £2400, the lease should be forfeited. The society 
has only twice paid its rents to the commissioners, and has only 
paid off £300 of its debentures. The commissioners, who had 
secured a majority on the council of the Horticultural Society, 
and whose secretary, General Scott, was also the secretary 
of the Horticultural Society, proposed a scheme by which, 
in consideration of the Horticultural Society throwing open the 
gardens to all the visitors of the annual Exhibitions, the commissioners 
would give up the rent for the gardens, and provide means for pay- 
ing the debenture debt. The council of the Horticultural Society, 
as a matter of course, accepted these terms, but an opposition arose 
from two classes of subscribers and life members—viz., the Horti- 
culturalists and the Kensingtonians. A very large sum had been 
received from residents in Kensington, who cared nothing for horti- 
culture, but liked the use of exclusive gardens and frequent flower 
shows in the season. The gardening community objected to fritter- 
ing away the resources of the society in numerous fashionable shows, 
instead of three or four important ones, and also to the plan for 
making the gardens an Exhibition tea garden. ‘The Kensingtonians 
—a richer, more numerous, and more formidable body, who had paid 
their life subscriptions for an exclusive garden—objected, if not more 
strongly more vigorously, to having their property reduced to the 
level a § Rosherville or North Woolwich. The result was a contest 
—two special general meetings, in which, although Mr. Cole and his 
friends did their best, the commissioners were defeated, horse and 
foot utterly routed. The Horticultural Society, nearly insolvent, are 
left-to their own resources. The Royal Commissioners are deprived of 
the one chance of turning a serious loss on the Exhibition of 1873 
intoa profit. The tea garden wouldhave paid, This is a very pretty 
quarre] as it stands. 

Brighton owes its prosperity to being within the shortest ride of 
London of any place on the open sea. The Brighton Town Council 
have recently laid out a large sum in providing a main intercepting 
sewer. It seems that the owners of magnificent houses within sight 
—nay, within a few yards of this receptacle and outlet for an un- 
limited amount of sewage, prefer cesspools under the noses of their 
tenants, to the trifling expense involved in communicating with a 
tunnel which has cost the town so much money. The following 
letter from the wife of a physician of eminence was addressed to the 
British Medical Journal. The writer is not one of the band of the 
strong-minded, but of a family renowned for high literary and 
scientific attainments :— 

Upon the recommendation of my medical friends, I sought an improved 
condition of health by taking ‘‘a desirable family residence” at Brighton at 
the beginning of the present year. Before taking such a step, I made minute 
inquiries of the house agent as to the sanitary condition of the neighbourhood 
in general, and the house I was negotiating about in particular, and was 
assured there were no cesspools, the drainage was perfect, and the water 
supply safe. Although nothing could be more satisfactory than these 
assurances, I determined to place the matter in the hands of my friend, Mr. 
Rawlinson, before taking personal possession of the premises. This soon 
brought the real state of affairs to light, and it is with a view to warning 
others that I now give my experiences. We found the arrangement of the 
neighbourhood to be a cesspool for every fourth house, although the main 
drain of the town was conducted along the roadway only a few yards off in 
front of the houses; but with this there was no cormmunication. In the present 
case the cesspool was in my neighbour’s backyard, and was innocent of all 
ventilation, except what found its way into the four houses in connexion with 
it. The waste-pipes in my cisterns were found to be in direct communication 
with the cesspool, withoat any check whatever ; and as the adjoining houses 
are all built on the same plan, the water in their cisterns must necessarily be 
in a contaminated state. Thanks to Mr. Rawlinson, the ventilating shaft 
which was carried to the top of my house ventilates the entire cesspool, to the 
benefit of my immediate and unconscious neighbours, although, I am sorry to 
say, it cannot have the same beneficial effect upon their cisterns, which 
remain still in direct communication with the evil. Within the last few days 
I have observed a most seductive placard at my next-door neighbour's 
window, to the effect that ‘‘a desirable family residence” is to be had by 
inquiries, &. Having worked my way behind the scenes, I know for a fact 
that human life is quite as much endangered by entering upon a residence 
there as it would be by coming within range of the enemy’s guns on the battle 
field. In fact, the danger is greater; for in one case we are allured by the 
signs of peace, while in the other we are openly warned by the signs of danger. 
The house in question has not only the cesspool at the back, which I have 
ventilated, but a cesspool in front ; and the waste-pipes of the cisterns remain 
in the condition I have described. A few years ago a friend of my own took 
a house in this immediate neighbourhood for his family, and, after losing a 
child by typhoid fever, discovered the same evils I have found here. I believe 
we can compel the landlord to remove the evil on a case of typhoid being 
proved, but not until the mischief happens. Why should we not have it in 
our power to arrest the architect, and have him tried for culpable homicide ? 
Such being the condition of the highly desirable residences at the 
most fashionable end of the town, it is not surprising to find, in the 
houses let for lodging along the King’s Road, a succession of stinks 
of every variety of foulness. Brighton, which returns such an 
intellectual reformer as Professor Fawcett will surely not stop ata 
main sewer, or remain satisfied until an officer of health has reported 
on and warned the owners of infected houses, A few published cases 














of scarlet fever and typhus would do more harm to a district than 
would be repaid by several years of a health officer’s salary saved. 

The penny wise and pound foolish system is costing a great deal of 
the ratepayers money in the parochial district schools of the metro- 
polis. Ophthalmia rages—the eyesight of future breadearners is injured 
or destroyed. No expense is spared in medical attendance. The 
simpler remedies are neglected in order to save the wages of nurses 
under a competent matron and the cost of a clean towel for each 
child affected, and colouring the walls in some pleasant tone. 

The House of Commons discussed the slaughter-house question 
the other night, and the usual ignorance of practical questions was 
displayed. An ill-built, ill-kept Pais MR st is a dangerous 
nuisance, and.a slaughter-house of any kind in certain situations is 
a nuisance; but there is not a parish in the metropolis in which one 
or more sites could not be found in which a slaughter-house pro- 
perly built, with walls and floors of some smooth impermeable sub- 
stance, properly drained, supplied with water, and ventilated, might 
not be established with advantage, if all existing improper slaughter- 
houses were abolished. A central slaughter-house in so great a city 
involves a serious addition to the already high price in meat, spoiled 
by being moved in warm weather or before properly cool, and in 
offal not sold in the locality. Rational legislation would licence 
and inspect all slaughter-houses, private and public, that were built 
and kept in a proper condition, and abolish or withdraw the licences 
from all that were not. Were a doctrinaire a patron of shaving, 
beards and mustachios would be the subject of penalties, and a 
barber, at public expense, would lie in wait in every thoroughfare, 
and apply soap and razor with pitiless energy. 


The annual dinner of the Institution of Civil Engineers always ; 


produces some good—that is, original—speeches. ‘The last was no 
exception; indeed, such a chairman was sure to provoke and elicit 
not eloquence only, but something very like discussion. Mr. 
Hawksley, as became a Knight of the Ancient Order of Dannebrog 
—vwe hope we have got the Scandinavian name right—expressed his 
sympathies with that gallant little country in very warlike terms, as 
well as his desirethat the civil should be more consulted by the military 
engineers. This brought a characteristic speech from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. We omit the criticism on the president's bellicose 
proclivities : 

Your chairman is the last person in the world from whom I should have ex- 
pected ‘an’attack on public economy, because he pape a body of men 
among whose noble tasks none is more conspicuous, and nohe better performed, 
than the economy of force, the economy of labour, the economy of time, the 
economy of capital, which are the triumphs of modern engineering. We are 
not here to talk politics; I wish rather to turn from these barren contests of 
ours, which lead to little except the turning out of one set of gentlemen and 
the turning in of another, and to fix my attention on struggles of a very different 
nature—struggles not between party and party, not between one frail set of 
human beings and another, but the struggles which you are carrying on un- 
ceasingly, unweariedly, and with a success that commands our utmost attention, 
and goes beyond the limits of our utmost wonder, not against your fellow- 
creatures, but against the great, the mysterious, the wonderful, and the almost 
omnipotent powers of nature. Let nobody persuade you to take the laurel and 
to cast aside the olive. That is not your vocation. It isa branch of it, and 
must necessarily be practised when the hard necessities of life drive men into 
conflict with each other; but your real vocation, that in which your triumphs 
have been and will be won, and that which raises you, in my opinion, to the 
level of the very noblest profession there is in the world, is in the power you 
possess of annihilating time and space, bridging over distances, saving life, 
economizing labour, accumulating capital, thus rendering the world a paradise 
acceptable to man, and bringing all mankind like one family into close relation- 
ship. Iam quite sure that it is for the happiness of this country that the 
Government is comparatively poor while individuals are enormously rich. The 
consequence is that you have not that close connexion with the Government 
which you would have were we in a less advanced state of civilization, where 
the people are powerless to do anything, and look to the Government as a sort 
of Providence to do everything for them. In this country exactly the contrary 
is the case. Do not let your president deceive you, under the guise of a tirade 
against centralization, to lend yourselves to that which would be the worst kind 
of centralization—that is, to look for your employment to the Government 
rather than to great companies and wealthy individuals, who will treat you 
much more bountifully, and show much more of the spirit of enterprise than 
any Government can possibly do. 


The Earl of Derby followed, and in proposing the toast of the 
evening, “ Prosperity to the Institution of Civil Engineers,” was 
scarcely less eloquent and eminently practical : 


I perfectly well remember, when I had the honour of being a guest here three 
years ago, that a very distinguished member of the institution, Mr. Bidder, 
returned thanks for it, and that he told us in a very graphic way of its early 
struggles, and of the 13 original members who, as he informed us, had been in 
the habit of meeting in a room over a barber’s shop. (Laughter.) Well, that 
progress from a barber’s shop to a palace, from 13 members to 1900—that pro- 
gress, moreover, accomplished without State aid or extra assistance of an 
kind—is a sufficient proof that this institution represents a real want whic 
had to be satisfied, and a real work which had to be done. I will say more. 
I will say that its existence and its prosperity are a sufficient answer to those 
who—I am sorry to say in our day they are not few—believe that no movement 
connected with science or art can have a chance of success unless it makes a 
successful appeal to the Treasury. I may say that the rapid growth of your in- 
stitution is only a type of the equally rapid advance of the great profession which 
it represents. It is almost startling to any man living now to look back toa 
date which in the lifetime of a nation is only as yesterday, to a date to which 
many men can carry back their recollection without being very old, and to figure 
to ourselves that England which we know so well in its present condition without 
a railroad, without a telegraph-wire, without a steamboat, and I think I shall 
be accurate in saying without a gas-lamp; and if we were to carry back our re- 
miniscences some 50 years further we should befable to trace to its early origin 
the gigantic manufacturing industry of the present time. We should see Watt 
and Brunel, Arkwright, Hargreaves, and Crompton at their work, and we might 
possibly be able to hear the rather loudly expressed complaint of many good 
people who, about the year 1770, thought that the nation was going to be ruined 
and undone by the excess of luxury and extravagance which was proved by the 
fact that our yy from abroad exceeded 10 millions yearly. I only remind 
you in passing that they are now somewhere about 350 millions. It is a bare 
matter of fact to say that in national civilization the last 100 years, from 1770 
to 1870, have produced greater results than have been witnessed in all the cen- 
turies which preceded them put together, from the time when the old Roman 
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civilization broke up. I might, indeed, even say more than that. We are 
very much in the habit of talking of the magnitude and the magnificence of 
the remains of antiquity which still survive. But, after all, the pyramids of the 
Pharaohs, and the most gigantic constructions of Rome, involved a compara- 
tively small amount of labour, or of engineering skill, when compared with the 
15,000 miles of our railway works within the United Kingdom, or with that long 
series of artificial harbours which mile after mile line the shores of the Thames 
and of the Mersey. Take, again, the existing system of telegraphic com- 
munication. Can anybody doubt that where the nations the most remote from 
one another are brought, as it were, face to face with the instantaneous com- 
munication, we have attained an end which is destined to affect the future of 
our civilization, to affect the future rege ag and in many ways which we do 
not at this moment foresee > It is idle to talk, as many people do talk, about all 
the great works being only of a material character. Their material effects are 
the least part of them. They will produce moral and social and political conse- 
quences, the importance of which it is impossible for us at the present day to 
estimate.” 

The president, in acknowledging the toast, said : 

The noble earl had undoubtedly done them perfect justice in the way in 
which he had described their institution, but there was one thing which he had 
not been made acquainted with. The Institution of Civil Engineers was not 
only a self-sustaining body, but a body which had £30,000 at its own disposal 
for the assistance of the needy of the profession. He believed, therefore, that 
the institution had at the present time a position above that to which any 
other similar body in the metropolis could lay a claim. As to the question of 
the exhaustion of our mineral stores, he observed that 120 imillions of tons of 
coal were being raised from the bowels of the earth every year. At least one- 
third of this quantity was employed in the manufacture of iron, and another 
considerable portion was employed in driving steam-engines. A great waste 
of fuel was observed in the fact that our steam-engines were impelled by 
double, and in many cases by treble, the amount of fuel which would suffice. 
They boasted of their science, and they knew how to economize fuel, but they 
did not do it. They went on year after year destroying a commodity which 
they could not replace. 


Circular te Gas Companies. 


No great progress has yet been made by the commission appointed 
ander the City of London Gas Act to revise the price of gas charge- 
able by The Gaslight and Coke (Chartered) Company. So far as they 
have gone, the proceedings are duly reported in our columns to-day ; 
and it will be seen by those of the second day that the inquiry is 
likely to assume serious proportions. By the answers to the seven- 
teen requisitions sent in, the Corporation and Metropolitan Board of 
Works have obtained a most complete, candid, and straightforward 
revelation of the whole affairs of the Chartered Company. Not 
satisfied with this, it would seem that they are about to extract 
similar information from other companies. Section 58 of the City of 
London Gas Act enacts that “the commissioners so appointed may 
“ inspect the works and books of accounts and documents of any 
“company,” &c. It may be argued that “any company applying 
“ for a revision of price” is meant; and the interpretation clause of 
the Act limits the meaning of the words, “any company,” to the three 
City companies, now one. But, by section 59 itis enacted that “ the 
“« commissioners may summon any person to give evidence or to bring 
‘and produce documents before them, and may administer oaths 
“ and take affidavits and declarations.” The Corporation and Board 
of Works have applied under this last section for a number of sum- 
monses, intended, we presume, for the managers and accountants of 
other metropolitan companies, the object apparently being to get at 
the contracts for coals and residuals and some other matters, to 
support their charge of the want of due care and prudence in the 
management of the affairs of the Chartered Company. Thus the 
prospect of a long and important inquiry is opened out, involving the 
interests of other companies than the one applying for a revision. 
It could ne“er have been intended that an inquiry courted by one 
company should include an investigation into the affairs of others; 
and it will be for the commissioners to consider whether the appa- 
rently wide powers conferred by the Act of 1868 were not really 
intended to give them merely the fullest powers of investigation 
into the finances of the company applying for a revision. The con- 
ditions and circumstances of the companies are so varied that it is 
impossible to lay down a hard and fast rule, and say that one has 
made an improvident contract and another has not. The simple 
fact is that each company do the best they can for themselves, and 
seldom succeed in doing as well as they could wish. 

The Imperial Company have lost the Bill they promoted to obtain 
general powers of amalgamation with other metropolitan companies. 
The Metropolitan Board of Works withdrew their opposition on the 
assurance that no amalgamation with the Chartered Company was 
contemplated, and, strange to say, the only opposition experienced 
came from the last-mentioned company. We must confess to a want 
of appreciation of the motives which governed the action of the 
Metropolitan Board. If there be any public advantage to be derived 
from amalgamation, the larger the scale on which it is applied the 
better, and it might be thought that the consolidation of the gas 
supply north of the Thames in the hands of one huge company would 
have been looked upon with favour by the Board for more reasons 
than one. It would, for instance, have facilitated that transference 
of the undertakings which some look upon as inevitable, sooner or 
later ; and if economy in management is promoted by amalgamation, 
it would have effected it on the largest scale, The Board, however, 
were adverse to the union of the two great companies, who had 
no intention of uniting. 

The opposition of the Chartered Company may be characterized as 
purely selfish, and its success before the committee is a matter for 
some astonishment. It is not to be supposed that the Legislature, 


when they passed the Chartered Company’s Act, 1868, intended to 
give them a monopoly in amalgamation. They simply conferred 
certain powers to limit expense, which might very fairly be con- 
ferred on any other company, and would no doubt haye been given 








to the Imperial if they had asked for them in 1869. The rejection 
of the measure stands in the way of certain amalgamations which 
might have been carried out if the Bill had passed. The day for a 
preference dividend on amalgamation, we have said, has passed, 
and no one can blame the Commercial Company for abstaining from 
a union which might involve the absorption of their whole reserve 
in one half year to give a dividend to alien shareholders.. Under 
present circumstances, if the Imperial wish to amalgamate with the 
Commercial, or any other company, they must go to Parliament at 
great cost with a bill for the purpose, instead of agreeing on ascheme 
to be sanctioned by the Board of Trade and Privy Council, at small 
expense. 

The Chartered Company, we are sorry to see, have failed to 
obtain power to create a reserve-fund, as prayed in their Bill 
—a fund that every company limited to a maximum dividend 
is equitably entitled to. They failed also in procuring a reason- 
able amendment, extending the time for the recovery of debts 
under Jervis’s Act. They have succeeded, however, in so amend- 
ing their Act of 1868 that they can never again be exposed to 
such treatment as they received at the hands of the vestry of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square. ‘As regards this case, it is highly 
satisfactory to see that Mr. Manisty has awarded the company 
their full claim, and condemned the vestry to pay all the costs. ~ 

We hope we commit no breach of privilege when we express an opi- 
nion that the judicial functions of committees of the House of Commons 
are not always satisfactorily performed. We make no imputation 
of venality—the worst we would allege is want of knowledge, and 
caprice. If an illustration of this caprice were needed, we might 
quote the fate of the Nottingham Water Bill and of the Nottingham 
Gas Bill, which have so recently been before two different committees. 
The bills were “‘on all fours,” as the lawyers say, except that the 
Water Bill involved an extension of limits to include some places 
notoriously badly supplied. In other respects the purpose of the 
Bills was identical. ‘They went for a duplication of capital at an 
advanced rate of interest on the new. The opposition in each case 
emanated from the same sources, and proceeded on the same grounds. 
The Water Bill was peremptorily rejected, but the Gas Bill passed 
with amended clauses. Now it is very hard to see the reasons for 
these opposite decisions, which could only have been dictated, as we 
suggest, by caprice. Perhaps the time may come when the House 
in its wisdom will direct preambles, like election petitions, to be tried 
by an independent tribunal, which will report not only the decision, 
but the reasons for arriving at it, and thus leave the whole House to 
form a final judgment, which is now arrived at by a few members 
who may have no special capacity for dealing with the matter before 
them. Some considerations on the office of Referee on Private Bills, 
and on the receipt by committees of secret reports from Government 
Boards, we postpone for the present. 

The instructions of the metropolitan gas referees for the summer 
months have just been issued, and they contain an important 
announcement as regards “sulphur compounds other than sulphu- 
“ yetted hydrogen.” They say: “ The maximum amount allowable 
“ shall be 20 grains of sulphur in 100 cubic fect of gas. This maxi- 
‘** mum shall apply to gas made at Beckton and Bow from the present 
“ date, and to gas made at other works from June 30.” This order 
has created some consternation at the “ other works,” and will, we 
dare say, be followed by protests and remonstrances such as induced 
the late referees to withdraw a similar order. The question of sul- 
phur purification has made but little progress. One thing we know 
to a certainty, and it is that, by the judicious use of lime, sulphur 
can be kept within very narrow limits. But the objection made to 
its use is that it creates a nuisance. Now, is this a necessity? We 
think not. Foul lime cévered up, as soon as removed, with other 
lime which has been exposed to the air for a day or two, gives of 
no smell, and no nuisance need be produced by this treatment. In 
very crowded works the want of space to spread the lime upon 
would prove an obstacle to the use of this plan, and we think the 
referees should take into consideration the conditions at each par- 
ticular station before one general order is made. We should, how- 
ever, rejoice to see the use of lime superseded, on account of its 
expense as well as the possibility of a nuisance; and we are glad to 
hear that Mr. Patterson’s process of scrubbing with solutions of 
alkaline sulphides is having, or is about to have, a trial at the 
South Metropolitan works. The success of this plan would solve 
the difficulty at once, and comparatively unimportant additions to, 
or alterations of present plant, would secure complete purification 
without offence in any locality. 

We publish in another place an indignant letter from Mr. Lord, 
the managing director of the Air Gas Company. It would have been 
much more to the purpose if the writer had shown that a single state- 
ment made in our account of the experiment at the Crystal Palace 
was untrue, or that one of our suppositions was baseless. It is not 
our business to consult with the officials of the Crystal Palace Com- 
pany. If they can contradict us, Mr. Lord should send us their state- 
ments. In the meantime, we learn that the directors of the Crystal 
Palace Company have not decided to light the entire Palace with air 
gas. A farther experiment is now to be made by lighting the theatre 
in the Palace, which we rather think was tried at Christmas without 
success. The distance of the theatre from the air gasholder is some- 
thing over 200 yards, and this will give a fair test of the travelling 
properties of petroleum vapour. The summer temperature will be 
all in its favour. We presume that the experiment is to be made 
with air gas, and not carburetted coal gas; and with a view to pre- 
vent any other misunderstandings, we suggest that the Crystal 
Palace Company should put locks to the valves on their coal gas ser- 
vice, and give the keys to the officers of the District Gas Company. 
An experiment so made will be beyond suspicion. 
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Under a cloud, as we think we may safely say, at the Crystal 
Palace, the Air Gas Company have fixed upon Dublin for their next 
display. The puffs preliminary have been duly issued, and the Cor- 
poration of Dublin are invited to wait before they invest money in a 
concern which may soon be superseded. 

In the meantime an energetic rival to the Messrs. Harrison has 
sprung up in the North, in the person of Mr. W. Wright, of Sheffield, 
who makes and exhibits a “patent air gas.” The inventions are 
precisely alike, and we should think the rival geniuses would soon 
collide ina law court, We do not learn that Mr. Wright has been 
so lucky as to sell his invention for £200,000; perhaps he will be 
contented with a statue in Westminster Abbey if his scheme succeed. 
We hail the rivalry with favour, inasmuch as the delusion will be the 
sooner exposed. 

That the value of gas property is not depreciated by the present 
exceptional state of the coal and iron markets and the trumpeting of 
oe is shown by the price given by the Corporation of Dumbarton 
tor the undertaking of the Dumbarton Gas Company. Nine per cent. 
annuities, with the option to the Corporation of redeeming the an- 
nuities for 25 years purchase, are the best terms yet obtained by a 
Scottish Company. In Glasgow and Aberdeen only has an equally 
good price been given. Most of the undertakings sold to local autho- 
rities in Scotland in better times have only brought 6 or 7 per cent. 
annuities. 

At the present time, when the metropolitan gas companies 
generally are congratulating themselves on having successfully 
grappled with the difficulties attending the recent strike (albeit the 
costs of the struggle figure heavily in their balance-sheets), and 
when many of them are very properly rewarding by votes of thanks 
and more substantial tokens of approval, the eminent services 
rendered by their officers in the emergency, the fact must not be 
lost. sight of, that in several works no strike at all occurred, thus 
obviating any derangement of the ordinary course of operations, 
and preventing the addition of ugly items of expenditure in the 
half-yearly accounts. We see with regret that in one instance the 
personal influence over his men which a manager acquires by identi- 
fying himself with their interests, and which, in this case, altogether 
prevented a strike, has passed without any recognition from the 
shareholders. There are other meetings to come, at which we hope 
the same forgetfulness will not be displayed. 








Correspondence. 


THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY V. THE VESTRY OF 
ST. GEORGE, HANOVER SQUARE. 

Ste,—Referring to your comments on this case in the Journat of the 
11th of February last, and to our letter on the subject in the Journat of the 
25th of February, we think it right to state, for the information of your 
numerous readers, that the award of Mr. Manisty, Q.C., in the action, has 
now been made, and is altogether in favour of the plaintiffs—the gas company. 

The action was brought for a sum of £2160 5s. 11d., and the vestry paid into 
eourt £1787 1s. 7d., leaving a balance in dispute of £373 4s. 4d., the whole of 
which balance Mr. Manisty has found to be due to the plaintiffs—the gas com- 
pany—and he has accordingly ordered the verdict to be entered for them, for 
the said sum of £373 4s. 4d,, with costs. 

Curtis AND Beprorp, Attorneys for the Plaintiffs. 

Haberdashers Hail, Staining Lane, London, E.C., April 4, 1873. 





AIR GAS AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE. 

Srer,—My attention has been called to the report in your JouRNAt of the 25th 
ult. on the Air Gas Company’s illumination at the Crystal Palace. 

I will not attempt to correct the many erroneous statements made in it, as 
the article is not written in a spirit to invite such courtesy. I merely, there- 
fore, write to point out, with reference to the discreditable insinuation that coal 
gas was used, that before admitting such a statement it would have been better 
to have learnt from the Crystal Palace officials (who have sole charge of their 
coal-gas mains) whether they had assisted in duping the public in the dis- 
honest manner that your questionable informant suggests. 

I have to request that you let this — in your next issue. 

VALTER J. Lorp, Managing Director. 

Air Gaslight Company, 46, Finsbury Circus, 

London, April 3, 1878. 


NEATH GAS BILL. 

§1r,—In your remarks in the “Circular to Gas Companies,” March 25, 
page 212, you say : “‘ The committee on the Neath Bill acceded to the prices 
asked by the company, which at the best will only enable them to make 64 
per cent. at the present price of coal.” Pardon my correcting this, as the 
price asked for—5s. 6d. per 1000 feet—would, upon the company’s sale of 10 
illion feet per annum, enable them to divide 1} per cent. upon their share 
capital of £16,000. 

The evidence [ had prepared, and which was partially given in support of 
the bill, showed the following results :— 

1. That upon the case promoted by the company, when applying for their 
bill ia 1866, when coal could be had for 8s. per ton, 4s. 2d. per 1000 feet to 
private consumers would have enabled the company to pay 8} per cent. upon 
£10,000, and 74 per cent. upon £2000, it being then thought that £12,000 
would have covered their expenditure on capital account. 

2. That the actual average cost of coal had been 11s. 1d. per ton to Sept. 30, 
1871; 11s. 4d. from that period to March 31, 1872; 18s. 8d. to September, 
1872 ; 24s. 23d. to December, 1872; and now 26s, 6d. per ton. 

That wages had also risen in two years—25 per cent. to leading stokers, 33 
per cent. to second stokers, 23 per cent, to lamplighters, and 10 per cent. to 
ordinary labourers. 

That, instead of £12,000 sufficing, their entire capital of £20,000 had been 
raised and expended. 

3. That the earnings of the company during the year ending Sept. 30, 1872 
—coal averaging 13s. 2d. and coke 10s. per ton ; gas, 4s. 2d. per 1000; distri- 
bution, 10 millions—was only equal to 3°7 per cent. upon the share capital of 
£16,000, after paying interest upon £4000 berrowed. 

4. That if the ccmpany had been able to charge 5s. 6d. per 1000, the profit 
would have been equal to 6} ag cent, upon their share capital. 

5. That, with coa! at 26s. 6d. per ton, the present cost of their gas involved 
a loss of 44d. per 1000 cubic feet, exclusive of a further sum of 4°7d, per 1000 
required to pay the interest upon mortgage. 

6. That if the company had received 5s, 6d. per 1000 feet for gas, and 





18s. per ton for coke, they would, with coal at 26s. 6d. per ton, be only able 
to make a profit of 1¢ per cent. upon their share capital. 

7. That, assuming the average future price of coal at 15s. (a reduction of 
43 per cent.), and coke 10s. per ton, 5s. per 1000 for private consumption 
—, enable the company to pay 5} per cent. upon their present share 
capital. 

8. That, adding £12,000 to capital account, for the payment of sums now 
owing, the costs of the present —— to Parliament, engineering charges, 
and extensions to plant—coals reduced to an ave cost of 15s. per ton, coke 
9s., and the consumption of gas increased from 10 million to 20 million cubic 
feet per annum, the peng o | would be thus enabled te pay, after providing 
interest upon mortgages, 6°8 d pd cent, upon a share capital of £28,000. 

That, assuming the enlarged maximum price to be at once charged and 
maintained, and ten years expended in doubling the consumption, the esti- 
mated mean dividends would be 6°28 per cent. only. 

Neath, March 31, 1873. 


POWER TO INCREASE THE PRICE OF GAS. 

Sir,—In continuation of my letter on this subject in your last JourNat, 
I now send a draft petition to the House of Commons, and shall fee! 
obliged if you will . good enough to insert it in your JOURNAL of to- 
morrow. As the subject is an important one, and may give rise to some 
discussion in the House, it will be desirable to forward the petitions to 
some member for presentation, at the same time to enclose a printed 
copy, and ask for his support. If, however, there should be any difficulty 
about this, and the petition is sent to me, I will take care to have it 
duly gpreeen, and any letter for a member respecting it I will deliver 
myself. 

I shall send copies of the petition to every company belonging to the 
association, and will forward copies to any other company upon being 
requested so to do. 

The House will adjourn this everming until Monday, the 2lst inst. Peti- 
tions will not therefore be required until thea. 


Wittram Dore. 


Wm. LIvEsEy, Secretary. 
Gas and Water Companies Association, 6, Victoria Street, W., 
April te 1873. 





Ty PARLIAMENT. SxEssi0on 1873. 
HovsE oF ComMons. 
To the Honourable the Comiaons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 
The Humble Petition of the Gaslight and Coke Company. 

Shewoth,—That your petitioners are subjectito the provisions of the Gas- 
Works Clauses Act, 1847, a public Act for the regulation of all gas under- 
takings throughout the kingdom, which has been incorporated in every gas 
Act passed since that date. 

That the said Act provides amongst other regulations for the benefit of the 
public as follows :— 

That the profits of the undertaking, to be divided amonst the undertakers, 
in any year shall not exceed the rate of 10 per cent. per annum «unless a larger 
Sone be at any time necessary tu make up the deficiency of any previous 

ividend. 

That if the clear profits in any year, after making up the deficiency of former 
years, are more than sufficient to pay 10 per cent., the excess shall be invested 
to form a reserve-fund equal to one-tenth of the paid-up capital of the under- 
taking, to answer any deticiency which may at any time happen in the amount 
of the divisible profits, or to meet any extraordinary claim or demand which 
may at any time arise against the undertakers. 

at, after paying a dividend of 10 per cent., and making up a reserve-fund 
as aforesaid, all further profits shall be applied to a reduction of price. 

That any two gas ratepayers may at any time petition the Court of Quarter 
Sessions in England or Ireland, or the sheriff in Scotland, to appoint an ac- 
countant to investigate the affairs of the company, and upon such investiga- 
tion the court or the sheriff may, if they think fit, order a reduction in the 

rice. 

Prior to that Act being passed, and for some time after, the dividend al- 
lowed upon all capital was 10 per cent., but of late the dividend upon origina! 
capital only is allowed to be at that rate, additional capital having to a consi- 
derable extent been limited to 7 and 74 per cent., but the right to pay the 
dividends which the Acts allowed, whatever they might be, and to set aside a 
reserve-fund out of the authorized price, has never been questioned or inter- 
fered with. 

Many millions of capital have been invested in gas undertakings under tho 
belief that this was to be the governing principle between the companies and 
the public, and that from time to time as the companies came before Parlia- 
ment for further powers their prices would be so regulated as to admit of this 
being done without prejudice to themselves or the public. 

Your petitioners humbly submit that the Legislature, in enacting these re- 
gulations for the government. of gas undertakings, intended that the under- 
takers should be authorized to charge such a prive as would, with economical 
management in their respective undertakings, enable them to realize their 
autborized dividends, and set aside a reserve-fund as the Act prescribes, for 
unless such is the true intent and meaning of the Act it has no meaning 
whatever. 

Consistently with this view, it was the practice, for many years after the 
passing of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, to allow in the special Acts a margin 
in the maximum price—something beyond the price charged at the time—so 
as to admit of the undertakers increasing that price, if at any time it should 
become necessary so to do, to meet the ———e conditions under which 
gas is made ; but of ‘late this practice has been much departed from, and the 
current price without any margin made the maximum, and, in some cases, 
under the pressure of severe opposition, the curreut price bas even been 
lowered and made the maximum, much to the prejudice of the companies 
subject to such regulations. 

Within the last twelve months coal suitable for gas purposes, which shortly 
before could be purchased at the pit’s mouth for 5s. per ton, has increased to 
15s. and 20s. per ton, and freight, with labour and material of every descrip- 
tion used in the making of gas, have largely increased as well. 

To meet this unprecedented accumulation of adverse circumstances, all those 
companies who were allowed a margin in their maximum rates and those who 
have been able to reduce their maximums, have, in the exercise of their 
statutory powers, increased their rates from 6d. to, in some cases, as much as 
2s. per 1000 cubic feet. 

On the other hand, those companies who had no margin, and were charging 
their maximums when these adverse circumstances commenced, being unable 
to adopt the same course as the other companies, have been compelled to con- 
tinue their supply at the same rates, notwithstanding the ruinous consequences 
to themselves. 

Many of these companies have never been able either to realize their maxi- 
mum dividends or make up any reserve-fund, and are, consequently, now 
involved in very serious difficulties, some have suffered a great depreciation in 
their dividend, others have lost their dividend altogether, and others again are 
placed in the unfortunate position of being compelled to supply the public in 
any quantity they choose to demand, with an article that costs them more to 
make than they are allowed to charge for it. . 

At the present time there are companies with large urban districts charging 
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a higher rate than other companies in small suburban districts immediately ad- 
joining, the former making a fair dividend out of its transactions, and the latter 
incurring @ very heavy loss, yet both working under statutory regulations. Also 
many other companies supplying gas without any statutory powers, and conse- 
quently able to make any charge they think fit. F 

It is believed that in many cases the consumers themselves would not object 
to pay a higher rate if the companies made it, but the regulations of Parliament 
prevent this being done. oy } 

In the particular case of your petitioners, the sum required to pay the autho- 
rized dividend, amounts to £ , While the increase in the coat of coal alone 
for the last year amounted to £ , and there is every reason to expect that 
this year will be much worse than the last. 4 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honourable House to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into and report upon the operation and results of 
recent legislation affecting gas companies, with a view to affording some relief 
in the present session to the difficulties in which many of the companies are now 
involved by the excessive high price of coal and other things used in the manu- 


facture of gas. 


a A . m4 a . 
Parliamentary Intelligence. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Marca 24. 
The Lorp Cuancetcor informed the House that the Standing Orders ap- 
plicable to the Swansea Corporation Water Bill had not been complied with. 
‘The Over Darwen Loca! Board of Health Bill was reported, with amendments. 
The Chigwell, Loughton, and Woodford Gas, and the Neath New Gas Bills, 
were read the third time, and passed. 
The Grantham Water Bill was read a second time. 
The Aberystwith Gas Bill was read a first time. 


Tucspay, Marc# 23. 
Chichester Water (No. 1) Bill was reported from the Select Committee, with 
amendments, 
CuaicHEstek Warer (No. 2) Brtt.—Committee reported that it was not 
expedient to proceed further with this bill. 
Chigwell, Loughton, aud Woodford Gas, and Neath New Gas Bills, were 
brought up from the Commons, and read a first time. 





Tuurspay, Marca 27. 
Over Darwen Local Board of Health Bill was read a third time, and passed. 
Duruam Consumers Gas Brru.—The Select Committee reported that it 
wns not expedient to proceed further with this bill. 
Farpay, Marce 28 
The Chichester Water (No. 1) Bill was read a third time, and passed. 


Monpay, Marcu 31. 
The Sheftield Water Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
The Bradford Improvement and Durham Gas Bills were reported from Select 
Committees, with amendmeuts. 
The Derby Water, Doncaster Corporation Water, and Wakefield Water Bills, 
were brought from the Commons, and read a first time. 





? 


Tvespay, Apriz 1. 
Sheffield Water Bill was reported, without amendment. 

Bristol United Gas and Burley Local Board Bills were brought from the 
Commons, and read a first time. 
THukspay, APRIL 3. 

Neath New Gas, and Chigwell, Loughton, and Woodford Gas Bills were read 
a second time, and committed. 

Bradford Improvement, Durham Gas, and Sheffield Water Bills, were read a 
third time, and passed. 

PoLuuTION oF Rivers.—A bill to amend the law reiating to the pollution of 
rivers was presented by the Earl of Shaftesbury, and read a first time. 





Famay, Aprit 4. 
A petition was deposited by the Corporation of Rotherham, against the Don- 
caster Corporation Water Bill. 
Sheffield Water Bill received the Royal Assent. 
Briton Ferry Local Board Bill reported, with ameudments. 
Nottingham Gas Bill brought from the Commons, and read a first time. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mowpay, Marci 24. 

A petition in favour of the Harrow Gas Bill was deposited by consumers of 
gas and others in Harrow. 

Petitions against the following bills were deposited: —Grantham Water, by 
Sir G. E. Welby-Gregory, Bart.;—Dewsbury ana Batley Corporation Gas, by 
London and North-Western Railway Company ;—The Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany, by the Corporation of the City of London ;—Newcastle-upon-Tyne and 
a Gas, by the Corporation of Newcastle and the Corporation of Gates- 
head. 

The locus standi of the following petitioners against The Gaslight and Coke 
Company’s Bill was disallowed:—Edward Blake and others; vestry of the 
parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch; Alexander Callen and others; Board of 
Works for the Poplar district; vestry of St. Mary Abbotts, Kensington. 


Tugspay, Marca 25. 

A reguisition to withdraw a petition against The Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany’s Bill was presented by J. I. French. 

SwansEA Corporation WATER BiLtt.—The Standing Orders Committee re- 
ported that the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with; that the parties 
be permitted to —_ with their bill, provided that a clause be inserted in 
the bill to provide that the volume of water to be discharged from the reser- 
Voirs for the supply of the Blaenant Dhu Brook, as fixed by “ The Swansea 
Local Board of Health Water-Works Act, 1860,” be not diminished by the works 
proposed to be made by the bill; that the committee on the bill do report how 
far such order has been complied with on the report of the bill. 

Glasgow Corporation Water Bill was reported. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (BOROUGH FUNDS) ACT. 

Mr. RaTusonr asked the Home Secretary whether he intended to bring in a 
bill to amend this Act during the present session. 

Mr. Bruce: The subject has been most carefully examined, not only by my 
department, but by that of my right hon. friend, the President of the Local 
Government Board. I am not as yet prepared to say what amendments should 
be made in the Act of last session, but I do consider that some amendments 
should be made in it. 


Wepyespay, Marcu 26. 

GasLicnt AND CoxEe Company's Bitu.—Mr. Charies Henry Parkes was 
ordered to attend the committee on this bill, it having been reported by 
Col. Vandeleur that his evidence was essential to enable them to establish their 
case, 

The Nottingham Gas Bill was reported. 





A petition was presented against the Dewsbury and Batley Corporation Gas 

Bill, by the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 27. 

Swansea Corporation Water Bill was read the first time. 

Lea Bridge District Gas Bill was reported. Preamble not proved. 

Requisitions to withdraw petitions were presented by the Hon. A Kinnaird 
and H. Saville, against the Dewsbury and Batley Corporation Gas Bill; and by 
Sir G. E, Welby-Gregory, against the Grantham Water Bill. . 

METROPOLIS GAS COMPANIES ACCOUNTS. 

Sir C. Ditxe asked the President of the Board of Trade whether, looking to 
the excitement which at present prevails in the metropolis on the subject of 
the price of gas, there is any objection to printing the accounts of the gas 
companies for the year 1872 at once, instead of at the end of the session of 
Parliament. 

‘Mr. CuicHEesTER FortTesQue: In answer to the honourable baronet, I have 
to say that I am not able at once to have the accounts of the gas companies 
printed, because they have not all been received. The meetings of the com- 
= have not been all held as yet, but I believe they soon will de held, and 

have every reason to hope that I shall be able to get the reports before Par- 
liament at an earlier period than has formerly been tl:e case. 

Fripay, Marcu 28. 

The Dencaster Corporation Water, Wakefield Water, and Derby Water Bills, 
were read the third time, and passed. 

ImperiaL GAs Company's Brtt.—On the motion of Mr. C. Forster, the 
reports of the committees on the Gas (Metropolis) Bill in session 1860, the 
London (City) Corporation Gas’ Bill in session 1566, the Metropolis Gas Bill in 
session 1867, the Metropolis Gas Bill in session 1868, The Gaslight and Coke 
Compapy’s Bill in session 1868, the London Corporation Gas Bill in session 
1868, and the Imperial Gas Bill in session 1868, together with the minutes of 
the evidence taken before the said committees, were referred to the committee 
on this bill. 

A requisition to withdraw petition by the inhabitant ratepayers against the 
Atherton Local Board Bill was deposited. 


Saturvay, Maron 29. 
A requisition to withdraw petition by the Dewstury and Batley Gas Company 
against the Dewsbury and Batley Corporation Gas Bill was deposited. 


Monpay, Marcu 31. 

The Bristol United Gas and Burley Local Board Bills were read a third 
time, and passed. 

The Leicester Gas, and Pontefract, Tanshelf, and Carleton Gas Bills, were 
read a second time. 

The Over Darwen Local Board of Health Bill was read a first time. 

Municrpat Corporations (BorovcH Funps) Aor.—A petition for altera- 
tion in this Act was presented from Wolverhampton. 


Tuespay, Aprii 1, 

Swansea Corporation Water, and Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas Bills, 
were read a second time, and committed. 

Chichester Water (No. 1) Bill, brought from Lords, and read a first time. 

Harrow Gas and Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water Bills were reported. 

A requisition was deposited by James Hargraves, jun., to withdraw his peti- 
tion against the Trowbridge Water Bill. 

Dumbarton Burgh, and Partick, Hillhead, and Maryhill Gas Bills, were re- 
ferred to a Select Committee, consisting of Colonel Dawson (chairman), Sir 
Charles Dilke, Sir R. Torrens (Cambridge), and Mr. Redmond, to meet on 
Thursday, the 24th of April. 

Belfast Gas and Dublin Corporation Gas Bills were referred to a Select Cora- 
mittee, consisting of Sir John Ramsden (chairman), Mr. Waterhouse, Mr. 
Dodds, and Colonel Amcotts, to meet on Thursday, the 24th of April. 





Wepsespay, Aprit 2, 
Buxton Local Board Bill was reported; Aberystwith Gas and Water Bill was 
read a second time. 
The Gaslight and Coke Company and the Grand Junction Water-Works 
Bills were reported from Select Committee. 


Trurspay, APRIL 3. 

Nottingham Gas Bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Grantham Water, Scarborough Gas, and Steckton-on-Tees Gas Bills, 
reported. 

OKEHAMPTON CORPORATION BiLi.—Second reading postponed till April 24. 

Muenicipat Corporation (BoxrouGH Funps) Acr.—Petition from Scar- 
borough, for alteration. presented. 

Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company's Bill reported. Preamble not proved. 

Gas AND WATER PrRovisionaL Orpers Britt (126)—*For confirming 
certain Provisional Orders made by the Board of Trade under ‘ The Gas ana 
Water Facilities Act, 1870, relating to Abersychan Gas, Ilford Gas, Leo- 
minster Gas, Oakengates and St. George's Gas, Redditch Gas, Canterbury 
Water, Caterham Water, Denbigh Water, Maidstone Water, and Weston-super- 
Mare Water,”’ presented and read the first time; to be read second time on 
Monday, April 7. en 
Fripay, Aprit 4. 

Crystal Palace District Gas Bill reported. 

Durham Gas Bill brought from the Lords, and read a first time. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (BoROUGH FUNDS) ACT. 

Mr. Bruce, replying to Mr. Leeman, stated that it is the intention of the 

Government to introduce a bill on this subject scon after Easter. 





Miscellaneous Fetws. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. ° 

Atthe meeting of the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London on'the 
Ist inst., Mr. F. Cox, pursuant to notice, called attention to the deficiency of 
gas supplied to the public lamps in the City. He said the question came up for 
consideration at the last meeting of the Gas and Water Committee of the corpo- 
ration, and it appeared that the provision in the Act as to the pressure of gas 
did not apply tothe public lamps. Moreover, the ** governors” which regu- 
lated the supply were very defective. His opinion was that while a third of the 
lamps were giving their full light, about two-thirds were not giving 3 feet per 
hour. He asked the court to refer the matter to the Streets Committee, in 
order that they might consider the whole question of lighting of the public 
lamps, and on behalf of the Gas Committee of the corporation, he promised that 
they would have any assistance which Mr. Heisch, the gas examiner, could 
render them. Mr. Paterson seconded the motion, remarking that there had been 
great complaints about the gas. Mr. Clark could not see the use of this motion, 
inasmuch as the whole subject had been already referred to the committee. 
There was not, he said, a city in the whole of Europe so badly lighted as the 
City of London, which ought to be the best. Mr. Bedford said the entire system 
of lighting the streets was wrong, and he hoped the engineer would have the 





— 


— 


ee 


ee 





RSE 











262. 


THE, JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER. SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





[April 8, 1873. 





courage to initiate some new m which could be tried in an open space like 
that in front of the Mansion House. The Chairman thought the whole subject 
would be solved if they had meters for the lamps. They were promised 5 feet 
per hour per lamp, and they only got 3, so that the public had to pay for gas 
which was not consumed. Mr. J, E. Saunders thorough] wthed «he with 
Mr. Cox in the motion he had made. Throughout the whole of the metropolis 
the lamps were in an abominable state. He expressed his opinion that until 
the local authorities took the supply of water and gas into their own hands, any- 
thing they might do would be merely tinkering the question. Replying to Mr. 
E. Davis, Mr. Cox said he believed the companies were giving the quality of gas 
prescribed in the Act of Parliament, but they did not get anything like the 
quantity. Mr. E. Davis attributed the deficiency in the lig ts to corroded 
pipes and choked-up burners. Mr. Pedler thought they should not add any- 
thing to the motion, as any reference to the supply of gas and water being 

laced in the hands of the local authorities would interfere with their action, 

e believed the suggestion of the chairman was a mostvaluable one. Mr, 
Haywood, the engineer, replying to an hon. member, said the cost of meters 
would be 4s. or 5s. per lamp per annum. The motion was carried. 





METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 

At the Court of Common Council], on the 27th ult., the following resolution 
was adopted :—*‘ That it be referred to the Gas and Water Committee to con- 
sider the Metropolis Water Act, 1871, and report whether any and what steps 
should be taken to represent to Her Majesty’s Government the imperfect state 
of the law, and the necessity of new legislation on this subject.” 


The following are the returns of the Association of Medical Officers of 
Health relating to the composition and quality of the metropolitan waters, in 
March, 1873:— 
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Thames Water Companies. Gre. | - Gre. Grs. | Grs. | Degs. | Degs. 
Grand Junction. . . 20°21 0°104 =| 0°128 , 0:062 15°8 3°8 
West Middlesex. . . . . | 20°77 | 07048 | 0°147 | G-00i | 15°6 | 3°9 
Southwark and Vauxhall. . | 207 0-100 0°121 | 0°003 | 15°9 3°8 
eee ee O°112) | 07115 | 0°003 | 15°6 3°8 
ibe eee. «we ge 2 20°11 07113 | 0°125 0°005 | 15°4 3°8 
Other Companies. | | | 

es 6 «e+ eo See 0°008 | 0°23] 0-000 | 20°4 5°8 
New River . . . . . «| 21°27 | 0°050 | 0°147 | 0°000 | 16°0 | 3°6 
EastLondon. .... . | 22°90 0°075 | 0°167 | 0°001 | 16°4 4°0 








Note.—The amount of oxygen required to oxidize the organic matter, nitrites, &c., 

is determined by a standard solution of permanganate of potash acting for three hours ; 
and in the case of the metropolitan waters the quantity of organic matter is about eight 
times the amount of oxygen required by it. 
The water was found to be clear and nearly colourless in all cases but the fol- 
lowing, when it was more or less turbid—namely, in that of the Lambeth, the 
Chelsea, the Grand Junction, and the Southwark and Vauxhall Companies. 
The average quantity of water supplied daily to the metropolis during the pre- 
ceding month was, according to the returns of the water companies to the 
Association of Medical Officers of Health, 101,041,923 gallons; and the number 
of houses supplied was 501,476. This is at the rate of 30°5 gallons per head of 
the population daily. The last official return from Paris stated that the average 
daily supply per head of the population was 26-1 gallons; but this includes the 
water used for the public fountains, and for the ornamental waters in the Bois 
de Vincennes and the Bois de Boulogne. Hy. Lernesy, M.B. 


The Registrar-General publishes the following returns furnished to him by 
the London Water Companies, of the average daily quantity of water supplied 
during the month of February, 1873:—According to their returns, 100,703,407 
gallons, or 457,542 cubic métres of water (equal to about as many twns by mea- 
sure, tons wy weight), were supplied daily ; or 200°8 gallons (91-2 decalitres), 
rather less than a ton by weight to each house, and 28°3 gallons (12°9 decalitres) 
to each person. According to returns of the London Water Companies made 
to the Select Committee on East London Water Bills (session 186 ds it is esti- 
mated that, during the year 1866, about 82 per cent. of the total supply of 
water for all purposes was for domestic use; applying this proportion to the 
total quantity supplied daily in the month of February, 1873, it may be esti- 
mated that shout 2,576,794 gallons were used for domestic purposes, or about 
23°2 gallons per day for each inhabitant, against 23:7 in the corresponding 
month of last year. This proportion no doubt varies from month to menth, but 
the Registrar-General has no means of giving a more exact estimate. 


ly umber of Houses, c.,| Aver. Daily Supply of Water 











ComMPANIrs. | supplied in in Gallons* during 
Feb.. 1872.'Feb., 1873. || Feb., 1872. | Feb., 1873. 
—E — ———— , Se en ——————— 
Totalsupply . .. . | 493,551 501,476 101,353,285 | 100,703,407 
From Thames, .... | 229,481 234,274 53,543,385 | 53,403,407 
», Lea and other Sources | 264,070 | 267,202 47,809,900 | 47,300,000 
THAMES, eae 
ae 27,949 28,247 7,567,400 | 7,519,800 
West Middlesex . . . 42,981 44,330 8,860,227 | 8,599,461 
Southwark and Vauxhall ° . 78,725 79,147 16,401,789 | 16,461,755 
Grand Junction . . . . . .| 82,316 33,500 30,612,919 10,373,591 
Lambeth . . . . . .{ 47,510 49,050 10,103,050 | 10,448,800 
LEA AND OTHER SOURCES. | | 
oS a, ‘ 119,805 120,810 22,148,000 21,243,000 
FastLondon . ... . . .| 103,513 104,637 19,248,500 | 19,970,000 
ia eg RR ct | 40,752 41,755 || 6,413,400 | 6,087,000 








* Including that for manufactures and for various ‘purposes other than for domestic 
consumption. 

Note.—The return for February, 1873, as compared with that for the corresponding 
month of 1872, shows an increase of 7925 houses, and a decrease of 649,878 gallons of 
water supplied daily. 


RIO DE JANEIRO GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Annual Meeting of this Sompeny was held at the London Tavern on 
Friday, April 4—A. D, M‘Grecor, .Esq., in the chair. 

bee following report of the directors and statement of accounts were pre- 
sen — 

The directors, in accordance with the Articles of Association, paid, on the 4th of October 
last, an interim dividend of £30,000, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free of 
income-tax, now have much pleasure in submitting to the shareholders the annexed 
statement of accounts for the year ending Dec. 31, 1872, and showing a balance at the 
credit of profit and logs account of £93,162 9s. 1d., which is reduced by the above-mene 
tioned interim dividend to £63,162 9s. 1d, Out of this sum of £63,162 9s. 1d., the direc 








tors recommend that a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum be paid for the 
half year ending the 3lst of December last, and that afurther payment be made, as bonus 
of 8s. per share for the year 1872, both free of income-tax. These payments, respectively 
£30, and £12,000, and amounting to £42,000, leave £21,162 ds. ld. This sum the 
directors propose to deal with as follows, viz.:—To place £19,000 to the insurance and 
contingency-fund, and to carry forward to the next account £2162 9s. 1d., out of which 
income-tax for the past year has been paid. The reserve-fund remains at £4000, and 
the insurance and contingency-fund at £127,006 18s. Out of this sum, as stated in the 
dum in the bal sheet, £68,765 0s. 10d. had up to the 3lst of December last 
been expended on the new works and mains already referred to, and £7062 15s. 6d. 
since then, To complete the ret already contracted for, at least £12,000 more will 
be required, which sum, added to the items of expenditure of £68,765 0s. 10d., and 
£7062 15s. 6d., above mentioned, will reduce the balance at credit of insurance and 
contingency-fund to £39,179 ls. 8d. At the special general meeting, held on the 15th 
of October last, the shareholders sanctioned an application to the Brazilian Government 
for an increase of capital to the extent of £150,000, to be applied to the extension of 
plant and other purposes. Of that sum, £87,827 16s. 4d. have been expended as men- 
tioned above, in order to meet the demands of the Government and the increasing 
requirements of the public. The application was duly made to the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, and has passed the Council of State. The resignation of the late Minister of 
Public Works caused delay in issuing the decree, which the directors, however, expect 
to receive very shortly. The directors regret to state that their respected colleague, 
Mr. James Atherton, has resigned the chairmanship of the company, which, however, 
will continue to benefit by his ability and experience, he having retained his seat at the 
board. In place of Mr. Atherton, the board have elected H. E. Baron de Maué as 
chairman. Mr. Bartlett James is the retiring director, in accordance with the Articles 
of Association, and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. The auditor, Mr. Harding 
(of the firm of Harding, Whinney, Gibbons, and Co.), also retires, and offers himself for 
re-election, Considering the almort unparalleled difficulties that have surrounded, and 
still surround, the coal, iron, and labour market, the directors cannot but congratulate 
the shareholders on the results of the year’s working. 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, for the Year ending Dec, 31, 1872. Cr. 
Capital, in 30,000 paid-up | Sundry assets—viz.: 
shares of £20 each . -£690,000 0 ©; Gas-works, houses, land, 
Sundry creditors at Rio and 128 miles of mains, as- 











daemon. . . « . «(86,88 210} phalte works, mules and 
Dividend warrants still un- carts, lighters, &c. . .£582,705 14 8 
ee a 1,115 12 0 Outlay on gasholder No.3, 19,036 1 9 
Reserve-fund. .. . . 4,000 0 ©) Ditto,onnewmains . 49,728 19 1 
Insurance and contingency- PES =—lcr 
fund— Gas-fittings ..... 8,549 4 3 
Balance brought forward, Sundry debtors, being gas 
Dec. 51, 1871. . . 108,006 18 0, consumersatRio . . . 33,5738 9 9 
Amount carried to this Competes 2. ite 893 610 
fundthis year . , 19,000 © ©|CashinLondon ... 6,439 12 10 
Profit and loss— Bills receivable, in hand. 42,688 4 4 
Bal. of profit Shipments afioat. .. . 7,585 8 5 
brought for- Interim dividend of the 4th 
ward, Dec. of October, paid to share- 
31,1871 . .£2,541 16 5 holders at the rate of 10 
Less income- | per cent. per annum, on 
tex for the | £600,000. . . . - - 30,000 0 © 
year 1871 . 2,16415 0 
£377 1 «5 
Net profits for 
the present 
year, . .92,785 7 8 | 


£93,162 9 1 
Dedct.carried 
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and contin- 

gency - fund, | 

asabove, .19,000 0 0 | 

aes, SNE Mi 9.) 

£815,107 1 ni | £815,107 111 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving—“ That the report and accounts be received 
and adopted,” said he was sure that shareholders would regret, as the board 
did, the retirement of Mr. Atherton from the chairmanship of the company, 
which he had filled in a manner so creditable to himself and so satisfactory to 
the shareholders. He had, however, the pleasure of stating that Mr. Atherton 
retained his seat at the board, so that the shareholders would still have the 
benefit of his great experience and the great interest he took in the company. 
In the place of Mr. Atherton the directors had elected his Excellency the Baron 
de Maud, a gentleman of eminence and influence in Brazil, and who was, in 
fact, the originator of this company ; and as the company had matters to dis- 
cuss with the Government in connexion with the extension of the capital and 
tke renewal of the contravt, the directors thought that by electing his Excel- 
lency chairman of the company he would have greater weight in those nego- 
tiations. He wished to render homage to the Brazilian Government for 
the manner in which they had met the claims which the company had upon 
them. It was true that Government were characterized by their sense of 
justice; but, at the same time, he did not wish to pass over what they had done 
for this company. The shareholders would recollect that, a few years ago, 
during the Paraguayan war, a duty was levied on this company’s imported 
goods, under the name of expediente, or, in other words, a customs clearance. 
After some preliminary proceedings, the directors brought the matter before 
the Council of State, who decided the question in the company’s favour, and the 
Brazilian Government not only ceased to levy that charge, but also refunded to 
the company in full what they had already paid. He had further to state that 
some time ago the manager of the Brazilian Government Railway (Dom Pedro 
Segundo) considered he was entitled to make gas for the use of the railway; 
this the directors disputed, believing it to be an infringement of their contract, 
and ultimately laid the matter before the Council of State, who decided in 
favour of this company. Thus it would be seen that although the Brazilian 
Government exacts from the company a rigid fulfilment of its contract, they in 
return act with the strictest fairness and — This decision had really 

iven the company an indisputable monopoly to make gas in Rio de Janeiro. 
ft would be seen from the report that the progress of the company had been 
satisfactory, considering the difficulties arising out of the enhanced price of 
labour, coals, iron, and other materials. The Deseneneet had sanctioned the 
recent increase of capital. ‘The formal decree had not yet been received ; but it 
was eimply a matter of a few days, and the reason of the delay would be 
explained by the following extract fram a letter just received from Baron de 
Maui :—** The decree has been ready to be signed for days past, but the 
Minister of Agriculture has not gone to the department, owing to his wife’s 
illness and death.” 

Mr. Lewis Howarp seconded the resolution, and in reply to a question, said 
the increase of gas-rental upon the year was about £15,000, which was derived 
from the extension of the mains. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

It was proposed by the CHAIRMAN, am seconded by Mr. ATHERTON—“ That 
a dividend be declared for the year ending the 3lst of December, 1872, at the rate 
of 10 percent. (including the dividend on eccount already paid), also a bonus 
8s. per share, both free of income-tax.”’ 

he retiring director and auditor were re-elected. 

The CHatrMaN, in reply to questions, said that the directors were carefully 
watching all improvements in the manufacture of gas, and would promptly 
introduce all such as were found practicable into their works. The chief engineer 
of the company was now ona visit to England, and, having inspected some of 
the principal gas-works, was able to report that he found in their method of 
manufacture nothing superior to that in use at their own works. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors closed the proceedings. 
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THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
Company was held at the Company’s Offices, Horseferry Road, on friday, the 
4th inst.—Srmmon ADAMS Bxck, Esq., the governor, in the chair. 

The GOVERNOR announced with much regret that the deputy-governor, the 
Hon. Howe Browne, was prevented by serious illness from attending the 
meeting. 

The Srcretary (Mr. J. O. Phillips) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and the seal of the company was affixed to the register of shareholders. 

Tbe minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, 

The following is the report and statement of accounts :— 

The directors have to report that the Western Gaslight Company’s amalgamation 
has been ratified by the Queen in council. In making this satisfactory announcement, 
the directors must, however, prepare the shareholders for considerable expenditure on 
the late Western Company’s works at Kensal Green, which will be required in order to 
raise them to the standard of manufacturing capability attained at the other stations of 
The Gaslight and Coke Company. Alterations and considerable additions will be 
made in the course of the ensuing summer, and the new district and the property acquired 
with it will then, without doubt, be found to be a valuable adjunct to the undertaking 
of the united company. 

In the course of the half year which ended on the 3lst of December last, the directors 
had, like the directors of other gas companies, received from their workmen more than 
one application for an increase of pay and other indulgences. ‘These having been granted 
by other companies, the directors had no alternative but to yield also; and the total 
advance of pay so given amounts, in the case of this company, to an increase of 10 per 
cent, on the already handsome rate of wages which was being paid at this time last year, 
and represents a permanent extra expenditure of about £17,000 per annum. Notwith- 
standing, however, that all demands had been conceded to them, and without the 
smallest previous intimation, the stokers employed by the company (with a few gratifying 
exceptions) left their work on the 2nd day of December last, with the avowed intention 
of assisting the stokers of other companies ‘‘to place London in darkness.” The 
directors are happy to state that the officers of the company proved themselves able to 
deal with this emergency. A new staff was speedily organized at each of the company’s 
seven stations, and the supply of gas, although for a few days necessarily reduced and 
restricted, was never wholly interrupted, and in the course of a week had nearly 
reached its usual proportions. 

The directors most gratefully acknowledge the cordial assistance which, at this time, 
they received from the Corporation of London, the Metropolitan Board of Works, the 
police, and the company’s contractors for new works (all of whom permitted the tem- 
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‘he Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 265} 
Vic., cap. 89), as applied to the } 'or 
Western Gaslight Company, j , 
Limited . at i” be : 
Che Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany’s Act, 1872 : 


t per cent. 
Gas Con- 10 per cent. 
Share D ditto. 
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porary employment _ the company of their men), and from the companies supplying. 
adjoining districts, who rendered help by a connexion of mains; and, having thus been 
enabled. to defeat the projectors of an organized conspiracy, the directors are of opinion 
that a similar attempt is not likely soon again to be made. The cost to the company of 
this proceeding on the part of their stokers has amounted in actual money disbursed up 
to the date of this report to £15,900, and the loss of rental and other consequential 
damages by reason of the want of practice on the part of new and unskilled hands 
cannot be reckoned at less than £15,000 more. ‘These greatitems of extra and unlooked- 
for expenditure have necessarily produced a very serious effect upon the balance-sheet 
for the half year, but they will not have been incurred in vain, if it be found that the 
hold of designing and unprincipled agitators on too well paid but easily misguided men 
be shaken off. 

The evil effects of the strike have been heightened by the entry upon coal contracts at 
prices previously altogether unknown. The additional expenditure under this head, as 
compared with the corresponding period of the previous year, has been £44,969; and, 
although this has been to some extent neutralized by the improved value of residual 
| products, the latter have failed to produce a profit commensurate with the increased 
! outlay for coal. The price of iron, and of all other materials used by agas company, 

having, in the meantime, still further advanced, the directors have felt it to be their 
duty to suspend all new work except such as is absolutely indispensable. These causes, 
therefore, have operated so to absorb and reduce the profits of the company, that the 
directors, though availing themselves of their entire undivided balance of profit, are 
unable to declare a dividend for the half year at a higher rate than 9 per cent, per annum. 

It must here be stated that the price of coal has now reached a point more extravagant 
even than that of last year; and the directors, therefore, acting in pursuance of the 
| provisions of ‘‘ The City of London Gas Act, 1868,” have made application to the Board 
! of Trade to appoint commissioners to revise, for the year 1873, the illuminating power 
and price of the gas which they supply. They have every hope that before the close of 
the present year, and the approach in the next year of the period at which they are 
compelled to make their new coal contracts, trade will have resumed more nearly its 
ordinary channel; and, in that event, they will be the first to propose to surrender to 
the public the improved terms which the Act requires that the commissioners should 
now accord to them to enable them to maintain the dividend to which Parliament has 
by statute on several occasions declared the proprietors to be entitled. The result of this 
application will, in all probability, be ascertained prior to the general meeting of proprietors. 

It remains only to state that the directors view this temporary interruption of prosperity 
without alarm, as proceeding from circumstances of entirely exceptional character. 
They are pursuing a policy in manufacture, distribution, and menaqeaens, Woes, having 
already, though in its infancy, produced a decided and beneficial effect, will, they are 
confident, lead to results advantageous alike to shareholders and consumers. 

The warrants for the dividend for the half year will, as usual, be transmitted to the 
proprietors, by post, 14 days after the meeting. 
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Number Nominal Called } re, Amount Total 

of Shares Amount of , up fir yes not paid upor Amount 
issued. ' Shares. per Share, oo ae unissued. authorized. 
90,000 £10 £10 £900,000 aa £900,000 
25,000 10 10 250,000 250,000 
20,000 10 10 200,000 200,000 
20,000 10 2 40,000 | 

— 200,000 ) 
9 } = 

10,000 10 2 20,000 ¢, 87,529 wingers, | 

Amount received in anticipation of calls 152,471 j } . ) 
30,000 | 10 10 300,000 C | 300,000 
10,000 10 10 160,000 sn 100,000 
20,000 10 19 200,000 . 200,000 
12,000 25 25 300,000 ' 300,000 
40,000 19 10 $00,000 os | 400,000 
20,000 10 2 $0,000 160,000 | 200,000 


1,000,060 1,000,000 








£2,902,471 | £1,247,529 | £4,150,000 
MENT OF LOAN CAPITAL, on Dec. 31, 1872. 
a aa es det =~ 
| Total Remaining to be Total 


Intcrest. . 
an } Amount berrowed. borrowed. Amount authorized. 














{ Debentures. Fi per cent. | £340,000 ee £300,060 
the Gaslight a — %s Act. 1868 J Ditto. 45 per cent. 62,500 én €2,500 
he Gaslight and Ceke Company’s Act, 1868 -, Ditto. 44 per cent. | 50,000 - 50,000 
Ditto. 44 per cent. | 90,000 ° | 30,600 
| Ditto. 4 per cent. yd | 
he City of London Gas Company’s Act, 1859. - Ditto. 4} per cent. | 4,400 T 0,0 
: ates se whe | Ditto. } 44 per cent. | 37,245 : | ee 
! Ditto. 5 per cent. 16,855 | 
( 4+ per cent. 2,000 
I" = —, ’ TT Ditto, +} per cent 10,050 
b ui tra as Cons Act, 18. : +4 1 “4 ’ | 6K 
"he Great Central Gas Consumers Act, 1851 Ditto, i per cent. 28,950 66,000 
‘ - ‘ 5 per cent. 25,000 7 
"he Victoria Docks Gas Act, 1857. . . . .. Ditto. 44 per cent. 18,300 £6,790 25,000 
I'he Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vic., eap. 89), [itt 4 ¢ 5,006 
as applied to the Western Gaslight Company, a 43 per cent. “me rm, 200,000 
SS _ ES a ee ere Ditto. oe i” 195,000 ) j 
The Gaslight and Coke Company’s Act, 1872 Ditto. 250,000 ' 250,000 
‘ ; £611,500 £451,700 £1,063,500 
Dr. No. 3.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending Dec, 51, 1872. Cr. 
| Expenditure Total | 
s from _ Expended Expenditure Certified + Received Total 
June 24, 1868, to this to Dec. 31, Receipts to during | Receipts to 
| Jane 30, 1872. Half Year. 1872. June 30, 1872. Half Year. Dec. 31, 1872. 
. j — -- = 
; ; | £ s. d. £ s. d. £ da. | | £ s. a. & 8. d. £ s, @. 
io Expenditure to June 24, 1868, in-| By Ordinary shares, of £10each , 1,620,000 0 ¢ 20,000 0 0 | 1,640,000 0 0 
cluding expenditure of Equi-| Bshares,of£l0ecach . . , 200,000 0 0 oe | 100,000 0 0 
table Gas Company to June 30, Cditto,dittlo. . . . . . .| 200,000 0 0 ‘ | 200,000 0 0 
1871, and Western Gaslight! 5 per ct. pref. shares, of £10 each} 250,000 0 0 | 250,000 0 © 
Company to June 30, 1872. .| 2,150,569 13 2 Ditto ditto, second issue | 200,000 0 0 | 200,000 0 0 
Since June 24, 1868— Ditto ditto, third ditto . | 60,000 0 0 ie ' 60,000 0 0 
Lands acquired, inc. law charges} 195,814 7 1 6,491 10 1 202.305 17 2 Amount in advance ofcalis . .| 145,645 0 0 8,828 0 0} 152,471 0 0 
Puildings, manufacturing plant,' D shares, of £25 each | 500,000 0 0 ‘ | 300,000 0 0 
Debentures . 545,500 0 0 68,300 0 0 611,800 0 0 


storeage, and other structures) j 

connected with manufacture .| 670,360 6 8} 76,445.13 7) 
New mains and service-pipes, inc.| 

laying, paving, and other works) 


) 


746,806 ¢ 


connected with distribution 164,472 5 9 18,875 14 3 183,348 0 0 
Meters (additional), inc. fixing .| 32,534 13 0 3,326 8 1 35,861 1 1 
Parliamentary costs. . . . . $,217 17 O od $,217 17 0 
{nterest on capital raised for 

works at Beckton . ae 41,117 5 J 41,117 5 1 





‘ 104,139 6 O 3,368,225 13 9 

rr. ' 

By Amount realized on sale of surplus lands. , 
Ditto ditto of disused plant ce ke 





11,460 12 8 
929 0 0 


12,389 12 8 








3,417,143 0 0 97,128 0 6! 


13,355,836 1 1} 
Balance ofcapitalaccoumt. . . . . . ++ + © « © « «} 158,434 18 11 
3,514,271 0 0 


ar | hr 
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No. 4.—REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year = Dec, 31, 1872. Cr. 
To Manufacture of gas— 8. a.| 8. ad. | By Sale of gas— £ s. d. £ 8. d. 
4 pag ree deg trimming, and dues, Common gas (1,303,526,000 cubic feet), at 3s.9d. 
&e. (see Account No. 9) . eS 4 al ee 3's per 1000 cubic feet (16-candle gas) ° 244,411 1 0 
Purifying matcrials, water, &e. 7 5,540 17 9 | Cannel gas (286,088,000 cubic feet), at 5s. Od. 
— of superintendentsand officers atworks| 3,919 5 8 per 1000 cubic feet (20-candle gas) . . 71,521 15 10 
Wages at works (manufacture) . . 46,864 8 4) Cannel gas (136,139,000 cubic feet), at 5s. 5d., 
Repair and maintenance of works and lant, per 1000 cubic feet (23-candle gas) 38,954 7 8 
including renewal of retorts, mac ines, | | | Public lighting and under contracts , . 29,865 14 3 
apparatus, materials, andlabour. . , 33,666 17 1 j 384,752 18 9 
— | ‘Mentalofmeters. . . . 6 « «© © © «© « 4,381 19 7 
| 331,046 12 0 | | 
Less old materialssold. . . 6 © « © > 2,730 2 11 | Residual products— | 
Distribution of gas — — 328,316 9 1} Coke (Account No.10). . . . +6 « « 64,399 8 3 | 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of mains| Breeze. . ‘a> ae Sr ar Or se 2" 2,437 19 11 | 
and service-pipes, including materials, lay- is 7, « OR Aa te iy oe 18,480 15 11 | 
ing and paving, andlabour. . 12,786 8 11 Ammoniacal 1i qu BT eo ncerye 2) ee ite Se 17,639 17 4 | 
Salaries of inspectors, assistant inspectors, ‘and cthiimainaerantaiitdgeaten | 102,958 1 5 
clerks in Light Office. . 3,866 13 4 Rents . “te d+ mi, “ea ken oe 1717 3 3 
Meters—repairing, renewing, and refixing. 7,259 0 9 Transfer fees, &c." PE ai. he Me a a ae | 76.13 & 
| Public lamps— 23,912 3 0 | 
| Lighting and repairing. . 2 -« 6 « + 6,394 15 7 | 
Rents, rates, and taxes— 
| oa Abe Si i aS ee . 2,655 1 3 | 
} DU. 6 6 0 + « # e 9,183 18 2 
Mana ent— 11,838 19 5 
Directors allowance. . . 3,252 17 1 | 
Salaries of secretary and office clerks | 3,334 19 UL 
Collectors commission . : 3,323 17 5 | 
Stationery, printing, and gener: al char ees 7 9)2: 5619 5 
Company’s auditors. . . . a. om 135 0 0 
Public officers— —_—_—__— 12,303 13 10 | 
| Company’s proportion. . . . . + « . 787 13 6 
Law and cupusee ary charges— ————- — 
i| ow. *e © 8 ee, ee 5,833 3 7 | 
\ Depreciation-fund for works on leaschold lands oe 100 0 0 
| Superannuation allowances under en | 
| schemes, and annuities ‘ i 5,058 15 7 | 
j Baddebts . . ee ee os | 2,135 1 1 | 
| Workmen’s Provident F und ; a 277 10 0 } 
} Stokers strike (direct cas! disbursements to date) “ 3,736 8 8 | 
| 398,749 13 4 
Balance carried to net revenue account. . . 6 «© «© «© «© « | 95,637 3 2 | 
f eeree j 
i| | £494,386 16 6 | £494,386 16 6 
i ————E = = =e Semen - 
Dr. No NET REVENUE ACCOUNT, aaa the Half Year ending Dec. 51, 1872. Cr. 
| £ s. d. S «4. £- 9s. d. 
To Interest on debentures accrued to Dec. 31 oe ae 12,648 19 1 By Balance of Gaslight and Coke Company’ s net re- 
Dividend on B shares, at 4 percent. . £2,000 0 Oj i venue account to June 30, 1872 . 64,754 10 5 
Ditto on C ditto, ut 10ditto . 10,000 0 0} Less dividend on ordinary shares of that company 
Ditto on D ditto, at 10 ditto. .. els 15,000 0 0 | declared for the half year ending that day. ‘ 60,000 0 0 
Ditto on preference shares, at 5 per “> ne 16,452 8 9 | —— - 4,754 10 5 
—— | 48,452 8 9 Balance of Western Gaslight Company’s net revenue t 
Defalcation account ‘Great Central Gas Consumers Company) . . 2/500 0 0 account to June 30, 1872 “ e 54,952 17 2 
Bankers interest—balance . . . oe eos 8 ge ae 19410 3 Less dividend declared by that company 
| for the half year ending that day . £21,000 
| 58,995 18 1 | Less gratuity paid by directors “of that 
Balance of net revenue applicable to dividend on total of me 640,000 | i company to their officers . 910 
ordinary stock , ea te | 474,458 12 8 ———s—-21,910 0 0 
—__———! 33,042 17 2 
Balance from revenue account, No.4. ¢ « « . yet 95,637 3 2 
133,434 10 9 | | 133,434 lo 9 
Dr. No. 6.—INSURANCE-FUND ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending Dee. 51, 1872. Cr 
£ . @ S « é 
oy SR 30,388 2 1! | By Balance on June 30, 1872 . iPcten wh. ae er ee ae ee 30,183 3 4 
| } Interest on amountinvested. » 2. 2 1! le ae 204 18 9 
30,388 2 1) | 30,388 2 1 
Dr. No. 7.—DEPRECIATION-FUND ACCOUNT (for Works on Leasehold Lands), for the Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
| . Ss 6's 2 
To Balance on Dec. 31, 1872 . 6 « ee e be ea 5,486 5 5 By Balance on June 30, 1872. oe 2,306 2 6 
| Western Gaslight Compan y's depreciation 1-fund i 1,047 2 5 
Amount brought from revenue account . ° 100 0 0 
Interest on amountinvested . , mip ek 33 0 G 
| 3,486 5 5 | 3,486 5 5 
| | 
Dr. No. 8.—DEFALCATION ACCOUNT (Great Central Gas Consumers Company), Dec. 31, 1872. ” 
| 
s 1 | eS « & 
To Balance on June 30, 1872. aa ee a a 17,358 7 5 By Amount oo from net revenue account, forthe half year to 
Dec. 31, 1872 . . cece we we « os ol 2 6 6 
f res Se eee ee es eS 
| 17,358 7 5 | 17,358 7 § 
No. 9.—STATEMENT OF COALS USED, &e., —_ the Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. 
ea In Store, Received during Used In Store, 
} Description of Coal. | Tune 30, 1872. | Half Year. during Half Year. Dec. 31, 1872. 
f = ma | : ies h eer ee a 
| ! Tons. cwt. Tons. cwt. | Tons. cwt. Tons. cwt. 
H CO Te eee ee ee ee eee ‘~ 41,427 3 185,772 10 | 187,337 l4 39,861 19 
Cannel m 21,042 9 49,491 5 55 1 13 14,796 l 
No. 10.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS made and disposed of during the Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. 
<— | cad | | U sain | 
H In Store, Made 1 were | Sold In Store, 
June 30, 1872. | during Hatf Year. dune Hal! Year, | during Half Year. | Dee. 31, 1872. 
——— = acacia = | —- } | —E 
Coke— f | | | 
Common—ch ON es 8 we we wee ER $79°21 219,462°13 73,319°3 143,120°9 | 3,402°27 
a ae ea ee ae | 
Breeze—ditto +4 10 | 18,308°20 16,417 | 2,100°30 
Tar—gallons ee es : | 2,282,213 2,220,811 303,7 765 
Anmoniacal liquor— dit ; eee 6,269,558 5,923,275 719,491 
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Dr. GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET ¢o Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
& 84, | £2.46) 8 d 
To account— lp Combabtemie,. 2-2 6 6s te tw tee Se 39,540 17 0 
‘ at credit thereof (Account No.3) . « + + « « 158,434 18 11 Dittoinvested atinterest. . . . . 2. 6. ey 43,728 12 3 
Net ie account— 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.5)... .. - 74,488 12 8 Stores on hand, viz.:— 
Ineurance-fund account— CT tet. . is bos. Ss « @ ses 56,988 5 9 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.6) . . . . «. « 30,888 2 1 ee ow es 2405 5 7) 
Depreciation-fund (for works on leasehold lands)— Tar and other products . “s 4,302 6 9 | 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.7) . . . . 3,486 Sundrystores. . .. 21,170 3 5 
TEN NIG, «| can iteiiincir: austc.o cen > 6,399 10 11 nionensiomn| SAS 2 S 
Dividends accrued due, and provided for to Dec. 31, 1872 5728 7 Outstanding accounts due to the company, | 
Interest accrued due, and provided for to Dec. 31,1872. . . . 10,191 15 9 viz. :— 
Amount due for coals and to sundry tradesmenandothers . . .| 74,847 4 Light aceount— 
eeepn Ger Wasde huis zg ES a, ea 7,730 14 4 Arsearsuncollected ....... 8,679 4 4 
ir wees! 6 Sieg Ne ese fel ld ei" fuetly 1,361 5 0 Quarter ending Dec. 31 to be collected . 243,710 18 9 
EE, sore M6 Sh Ute 6 d.aBilee eels 2603 cag eee a OD ——— - —--— 
252,390 3 1) 
| Coke and other products . .... 11,735 111} 
| Sundry accounts. . . die einal 31,948 13 8 
| 296,073 18 8 
Ee eee, ee pe | 764 3 2 
Defaleation account (Great Central Consumers’ | 
| Company )— | 
| Balance at debit thereof(Account No. 8) . 14,858 7 5 
479,826 19 0 479,826 19 © 
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The GOVERNOR : Gentlemen, the report is in itself so full and exhaustive 
that I have very little to add to the information therein given to you. 
course you all know from the public papers the anxiety and trouble there has 
been in the management of gas affairs for the last half year, in consequence 
of the strikes amongst workmen and the large increased cost of raw material. 
At the last meeting T think I suggested to you that we sbould rejoice at our 
success up to that time, but we must rejoice with trembling this half year, 


4 


and though I really hoped as time went on that we should make our 10 per | 
cent. dividend, I am sorry to find we can only pay you 9 per cent. upon the | 
ordinary stock, and that withthe assistance.of our reserve-fund. When you | 


look at the extra cost of coals upon the last quarter—£44,000— you will not 
be surprised at the result. We are now before the Board of Trade Commis- 
sioners, appointed under the Act of Parliament, with an cation to increase 
tke price, and the Metropolitan Board of Works and the corporation, are 
doing everything they can to resist that. They know that we are paving 50s. 
for every 20s. that we formerly paid for coal, but still they think there is no 
reason why we should get'a better price for our article. I must not omit to 
draw the attention of the proprietors to the fact that we are the only com- 
pany in London obliged to give 16-candle gas at the lowest parliamentary 
price—viz., 3s. 94. per 1000 cubic feet. .The Imperial, while permitted to 
charge the same price, is only bound to give 14-candle gas, and the South 
Metropolitan the same, while al] the others are bound only to give 12-candle 
gas, for which the parliamentary price is 4s. 6d. When it is admitted that the 
difference in price of eyery candle made 2}d., you can easily ca'culate with 
what a burden this company is weighted as compared with other companies. 
T mention this because many gentlemen are in the habit of comparing our 
accounts with those of other companies. Of course they could not make as 
many thousand feet of 16-candle gas from a ton of coal as they could of 14-candle 
or 12-candle. The inquiry is still going on; we have three most able arbitrators, 
and, if there is any justice at all in the world, we must succeed. We are 
asking to rajse the price 1s. 2d. per 1000 feet, and we can prove that it costs 
us this additional sum. I hope tbat next half year we shall be able to show 
you that we have succeeded in our application, and that we shall be able to 
pay you as good a dividend ‘as hitherto. I wil] close these few remarks by 
stating that our bill has passed through committee in the House of Commons, 
and by moving that the rt and accounts be received and adopted. 

Sir THomMas GABRIEL :F sball havejmuch pleasure in seconding the adoption 
of this report. 

Mr. Gray said he was perfectly satisfied that in time justice would be done 
to the different companies by that immaculate body the Corporation of 
London. From long experience he could say they were always very arbitrary 
in matters connected with their own interest. He should like to ask some of 
the members of that distinguished corporation, who were large tradesmen 
themselves, whether they would be satisfied to carry on their business, and to 
have the honour of supplying the public with goods, without deriving any 
profit. The governor had stated very correctly that the last year had been a 
most exceptional one. In the first place £44,000 was added to the cost of 
coals, and they had experienced other difficulties which he hoped would not 
come again. He could not but believe that ample justice would be done to 
this company. Since entering the room he had been informed that the 
London Gas Company had raised their price from 3s. 9d. to 4s. 6d., and what 
was good in the case of one company was equally good for anether. He 
believed that everything had been done that could be done to promote the 
welfare of the company. He had himself retired from the direction because 
there was a period in a man’s life when he was unfit for most active service. 
That period had arrived with himself, and he thought it advisable to leave, 
and in doing so he believed he left behind him a good feeling towards him on 
the part of those gentlemen with whom he had been so many years associated. 
Having been connected with the direction of gas companies for 44 years, they 
wight easily imagine that he had during ‘that period witnessed a great many 
vicissitudes. But one thing he could say—and proprietors in the City Gas 
Company could confirm the statement—that he always did his best to uphold 
the interests of the company, and by perseverance, and showing an indo- 
mitable front, he accomplished the objects he had in view. He was 
quite sure the same course would be pursued by this company, and with 
equal success, 

Mr. DOANE inquired what steps had been taken by the directors with refer- 
—- to the notice required to be given by the men in case of any future 
strike. 

The GOVERNOR said the directors had had an agreement settled most care- 
fully by counsel three months ago, and each man on entering the works was 
bound to sign that agreement. But, as to strikes, the men did not care a pin 
about the agreement. A thousand men turned out of their works, not because 
their wages were reduced, or they were ill-used, but because another com- 
pany had turned off one of their men and refused to take him back. Such a 
state of things could not be dealt with except by energy and activity, and 
the best proof that the officers of the company had shown that energy and 
activity during the recent strike was to be found in the fact that the gas- 
works were never stopped. 

Mr. Doane asked how long a notice they were bound to give. 

The GovERNoR saida month. But that was only a question as to punish- 
ment. Aman might choose to walk away and ‘stiy,‘““I don’t care a pin for 
my agreement ;” and that waa, in fact, what they did. 

Mr. Doan further exp is hope, as a Western shareholder, that a 


proper provision had been made for Mr. Barber, who had served that com- 
pavy faithfully as its secretary for 20 years. 








| 
| 


I certify that the above accounts are correct, and that the balance of net revenue, for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1872, is £74,438 12s.8d., and that such amourt, 
subjeet to deduction for income-tax, is applicable to payment of dividend on 41,640,000 ordinary stock. 


(Signed) Cuas. H, Parxes, Official Auditor. 

The GoveRNoR stated that Mr. Barber had retired upon a very handsome 
pension, the tt of which had been fixed to the entire satisfaction of all 
concerned. He however, to add that Mr. Barber, who was in ill 
health at the period of the amalgamation, had since died, having lived to 
enjoy the fruit of his labours only two months. 

Mr. BURLS sai? he was of opinion that the report was a most satisfactory 
one. He believed that there were others there besides himself who, under the 
circumstances which the company had had to pass through, and were passing 
through at the present moment, wovld have been content with no dividend 
at all rather than suspend their hongur or their sense of duty. Share- 
holders little knew the opposition compamiies had to meet in House of Com- 
mon’s committees. Their great opponents were the Board of Works and the 
City of London, and his belief was that if this company were to submit to Par- 
liament a bill for affirming that, notwithstanding al! the changes in life, black 
was still black, and white still white, the Board of Works and the City of 
London would find some way or other of contesting the fact. That was the 
real question they had to keep in mind, and it was no use going in for 10 per 
cent, and 9 per cent. when they had difficulties before them which really re- 
quired all the courage, self-denial, and patience, all the forbearance, the in- 
genuity, sagacity, and the indomitable firmness which the board of directors 
could supply. On the previous day he heard Mr. Pope, the counsel for the 
City of London, state that he did not dispute the correct of the company’s 
figures, but what he wished to know was whether the facts, as they had been 
stated, were and eught: to be facts at all. In other words, the company had 
been carrying on its business—heaven only knew with what amount of tcil, 
trouble, and anxiety—for twelve months, and Mr. Pope wished to know whe- 
ther to his satisfaction they had been carrying it on properly. Returning to 
the report, he (Mr. Burls) expressed himself Ceroughig satisfied with it and 
with the dividend ; and as fer the toil of the directors, and, he might add— 
for gui facit per alium facit per se—the clerks, and officers, and the secretary, 
they most thoroughly deserved the heartiest thanks. The interests of the 
company were in their hands, and tliough from his long knowledge of 
Mr. Gray he could affirm his strong regret at his resignation, yet it was, 
perhaps, a consolation to think that he left behind him men in whose hands 
their interests were perfectly safe. 

Mr. BADDELEY inquired whether, seeing that the Revision of Price Committee 
had adjourned for a week, the Lady-day accounts had been sent out. It wae 

uite clear that the game of the corporation must be delay, and at this season of 
year, if the accounts were not sent out immediately on the expiration of the 
quarter, the company must sustain some loss from removals and bad debte. It 
was entirely a question of price, whether they were to charge 33. 9d. from Christ- 
mas last upon the Lady-day accounts, or whether power was reserved by the 
commissioners of charging the enhanced price upon those accounts. 

The GoveRNoR said the Act gave them the additional price from the Ist of 
January last. 

Mr. BappeE ey thought they would best show their confidence in the board by 
adopting the report without further discussion. He was sure every one who had 
had anything to do with gas matters during the last six months, had not had a 
bed of roses to repose upon. 

Mr. JAcKson said he wished to call attention to some official statements pub- 
lished by Mr. J. R. Scott, the Registrar of the London Coal Market. Mr. Scott 
stated—‘‘ The most important of all products at present known, though little 
used as an adjunct to coal, is peat.” He further said—‘ It is to be hoped the 
public will, before long, be able practically to test the result of Mr. Austin’s 
efforts in this direction. The gas authorities at Beckton, near Woolwich, are not 
wide awake to the value of a product lying neglected under their feet, a product 
which the Duke of Sutherland is desirous of turning into account even in Scot- 
land.”’ The statement was, that near the Beckton works there was a vast deposit, 
within 10 feet of the surface, of peat of enormous value, and from which gas 
could be distilled. As to whether it could be done to pay was another matter. 
He wished to know whether any experiments had been made in this direction. 
He also drew attention to the report from Dr. Odling and Mr. Keates, issued by 
the Patent Gas Company, in which Dr, Odling was made to say that a ton of 
Silkstone coal could tbeolutely be made by their process to produce 10,000 cubic 
feet of gas, of nearly 24-candle quality, at an extra cost of not more than 3d. or 
4d. per 1000 cubic feet. Were the board aware whether any experiments had 
been made in that direction ? . 

The Governor said that the directors were perfectly aware of the existence 
of large quantities of peat beneath the surface of their land at Beckton. They 
had tried it for the manufacture of gas, but found it, even as peat, of a most 
inferior description, while the expense of getting it rendered it about four times 
the cost of coal: They had also tried Dartmoor peat and Scotch peat, and had 
ordered some tons of both for the purpose of experiment, and the result was 
that the best peat they could get was not worth half the price of the worst coal. 
All these new theories, as they arose, were thoroughly gone into and experi- 
mented upon by, their engineers and men who perfectly understood these 
matters. ith ‘regard to the Patent Gas Company, he thought that, in the 
document referred to, Mr. Keates and Dr. Odling had conclusively proved its 
inefficiency. He thought that had been settled long ago. 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was then agreed to. 

The Governor brought up from the court of directors the following minute :— 
“Directors Minutes, March 21, 1873—Re:olved, that a dividend, as follows, for 
the half year ending on the 3let of December last, be recommended to the 
half-yearly ordinary general meeting of shareholders to be held on the 4th day 








| of April next—viz., on the ordinary A shares, at the rate of £9 per cent. per 
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annum; on the 5 per cent. preference shares, ist, 2nd, and 3rd issues, at the 


- rate of £5-per cent. per annum; on the B shares, at the rate of £4 per cent. per 


annum; on the C and D shares, at the rate of £10 per cent, per annum, subject 
to deduction of income-tax.” 

On the motion of the GoveRNoR, it was resolved—‘“ That a dividend, as follows, 
for the half year ending on the 3lst of December last, be now declared—viz., on 
the ordinary A shares, at a rate of £9 per cent. per annum; on the 5 per cent. 
preference shares, Ist, 2nd, and 3rd issues, at the rate of £5 per cent. per annum; 
on the B shares, at the rate of £4 per cent, per annum; on the C and D shares, at 
the rate of £10 per cent. per annum, subject to deduction of income-tax.” 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, the retiring directors were re-elected. 

Mr. Pavitt: As my name comes first upon the list of those whom you have 
been good enough to re-elect, I am allowed the privilege of expressing my own 
acknowledgments to you and of tendering their thanks for this renewal of your 
confidence. We are aore'y sensible of the responsibilities which are imposed 
upon us, and we are all, I am sure, animated by one sentiment only, and that is 
to discharge our duties to you in the best interests of the public at large, and to 
discharge them with credit and honour to ourselves. 

_ Mr. Burws proposed a vote of thanks to the governor and directors, which was 
heartily responded to. 

The Governor: I thank you on this, as on former occasions, for the honour 
you have done us, and I can only repeat that our best efforts and energies shall 
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never be wanting to promote the interests of the company. Before you go 1 
should like to propose to you a vote of thanks to all our officers. I take that up 
because the board of directors must know their energy and ability, and the zeal 
which they have shown in the company’s service, more than the shareholders, 
and it is with the: very greatest pleasure I propose the thanks of the share- 
holders and of this meeting to our officers, from Mr. Phillips, our most able 
excellent, and energetic secretary, down to the youngest junior clerk. They 
have all been worked hard, they have all done their work admirably, they have 
-— great energy and decision of character, and we are very much indebted 
to them. 

A SHAREHOLDER: [ have great pleasure in seconding that. The work these 


; gentlemen have gone = the last six months we cau all understand. 


The resolution was agree 

Mr. Puttures; Gentlemen, during the last six. months, I and my brother 
officers certainly have had rather a hot time of it.. Iam very glad to think we 
have got through our duties satisfactorily to you. -I amvery proud to say, on 
behalf of the whole of the establishment, that we are a band of brothers, and 


| all pall together. I think we all try the very best we can to do that which 


is most likely to promote the interests of the company. I trust we shall always 
do so, and shall always merit your approval. I return you, on behalf of the 
whole of us, our very sincere thanks. 

This concluded the business of the mecting. 





CRYSTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at 
the London Tavern, on Tuesday, March 25—Erasmus WILson, Esq., in the 
chair. 

_ TheSxcretary (Mr. Magnus Ohren) read the netice convening the meet- 
ing, and the following report and accounts were presented :— 

The directors have to report that the business and peg of the company have under 
existing circumstances been satisfactory during the half year, 

The price of coal, iron, labour, and all materials connected with the manufacture of 
gas, have largely advanced in price; but, on the other hand, higher prices have been 
obtained for the residual products. 

The reports of the chemical adviser of the company and of the medical officers of the 
parishes supplied by the company, on the purity and illuminating power of the gaz, 
continue to be satisfactory. During the half year, 21 visits have been made to the works 
(without notice) = Dr. Letheby on the part of the company, and Dr. M‘Cormack and 
Dr, Bernays on behalf of the parishes of Lambeth and Croyden respectively ; and the 








average result of these examinations has given an illuminating power of 13°78 standard 
sperm candles. 

The directors going out of office by rotation are Mr. Erasmus Wilson and Mr. H. vl’. 
Stephenson, and these gentlemen, being eligible, offer themselves to the shareholders for 
re-election. 

The auditor going out of office by rotation is Mr. John Gray, and this gentleman, 
being eligible, offers himself to the shareholders for re-election. 

The balance-sheet for the half year to the 3lst of December last, appended to this 
report, shows the financial position of the company. The profit for the half year is 
£9403 14s. 3d., which, together with £63 2s. 1Ud., the unappropriated profit of the 
preceding half year, makes the available balance £9466 17s. 1d. Out of this sum the 
directors recommend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum 
on the preference capital; adividend at the rate of7 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
7 per cent. capital; and a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum on the original 
capital, all free of income-tax ; and that the balance of £2738 15s. 4d. be carried forward 
to the profit of the succeeding half year. 





Dr. Profit and Loss, Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
To Amount of coalscarbonized . . . . «+ + « « . . £14,157 11 2 | By Private rental, Michaelmas quarter 1 . . . « £7,382 17 3 
Lime, oxide, and labour, ere ere ee oe " 138 15 2 | 4 ae ee Se 9 1,267 7 8 
cnc cl es “nq. se. fea! 6 S¥ce, seceeiae, one e! ITT Private rental, Christmas quarter . . 16,978 12 3 
es «- ¢ »¢ «0 6 ©  8:¢° 6.6 341 49 | Public ditto, ditto ..... ee 1,433 5 0 
Works renewalditto. . .... $,228 6 5 | £27,062 2 2 
Meters renewal and repairs account . 58411 7 Meter-rental . . eas 449 6 9 
Rent, rates,andtaxes . .... 1,677 2 3 Coke made for sale £7,918 18 2 
Directors and auditors fees . 530 0 0 Breeze ditto 164 11 4 
Salaries and collectors commission 1,332 12 4 Tar ditto ot ¢ 677 211 
aie «+ in + 9 3,237 3 5 @andrise «,...0 6% \% 206.16 7 
Interest on loans . ge tad he Se 35217 2 —— 8,967 9 0 
Bad debts and allowances oncollection. . . . . 2... « « 12018 3 Ammoniacalliquor and sulphate ofammonia,. . . « . .. . 41,20010 4 
Ee ee ee ae ee a ly.o cage agate SIeh 130 211 
Metortaccount.. . . 2+. 2 « we 710 0 0 
Ey on tr 46 Deis . 9,403 14 3 
£37,769 8 3 £37,769 8 3 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
To Proprietors for paid-up capital— | By Amount for plant,&c. . « . » © «© «© »« -£178,329 9 5 
6000 preference shares,at £i:0pershare . . . . . « - £50,000 0 0 | Freehold land . ge Sah k 8,886 17 4% 
5000 original shares,at£10pershare . . . . .... « . 50,000 0 0 Retort account 892 12 3 
10,000 ordinary7 per cent. shares, at £10 per share. £100,000 0 0 | Stodkiém bands 4)... % 16's 11,945 4 6 
Lessamountuncalled . . . ..... =. £213,590 0 0 Amount due from sundry persons . dyes wis out 2,184 6 9 
— 86,410 0 0 Invested in Consols from contingent-fund . . . . . . . « + 134 14 0 
Loans on debenture . % . iy 8,465 0 0 | Private gas and meter rental, Christmas quarter . 17,002 5 10 
Amount due to sundry persons bide 10,528 4 8 | RE ee ee ee ek te ae Ne 75 1 2 
Contingent-fund—Uninvested . a ae £8,180 15 10 i | Public rental, Christmas quarter , 1,433 5 0 
me GS eae 134 14 06 | ESO A SS PTF SS OS BS eg EEG 109 11 6 
ee 835 9 :10'! ee. a es ee ee ee 2,192 9 ¢ 
Duehs mudgpregtiates 6 5 8 MT Lee Ne Ke 8 63 210 
a rc en re ae rae ae 9,403 14 3 
£223,185 11 7 £223,185 LL 7 
Appropriation of Balance. 
Balance brought forward from last account . oh Oe ee ney ee £63 210 | Dividend on preference share capital, at6per.cent.. . £1,500 0 0 
Ditto ofprofitandloss . . . 1. 1. 6 «© © © © © w we eh 6e)~| (9,403 14 3 | Ditto on ordinary 7 per cent. capital, at 7 per cent. 2,72 1 9 
| Ditto on original share capital, atlO percent... . . 2,500 0 0 
{ £6,728 z. 9 
| Balance to be carried tonext account, . ,. 2,788 15 4 


£9,466 17 1 | 


The CHarrmaN : In laying before you to-day a report of our proceedings, 


we are fortunately in the position of being able to tell you that our progress | 


during the past half year has been as satisfactory as under the circumstances 


it is that we are obliged to speak in somewhat modified terms—the price of 
coal, iron, labour, and all that is needful in the manufacture of gas, haviug 
largely increased in price. At the same time, we think it right to assure you 
that we have not been unmindful of our duty to the public, but have endea- 
voured to supply to them as good and pure an article as we possibly could 
‘procure—a fact which is testified by the reports of the vublic officers in the 
‘parishes which lie within our district. On the last occasion on which we met 
here I took the ss gh poor: | to observe that your directors would strive to the 
utmost to prevent, if possibl 

by the exercise of care and diligence, we could at all protract the necessity 
for such an advance, we should endeavour to do it. We felt that in this 
matter we should be carrying our shareholders with us, should we succeed, 
without diminishing the amount of their dividends. I am happy, therefore, 
to be able to say to-day that our position is such that we are enabled to hold 
out expectations of going on for some time to come without any increase ; and, 
if that takes something from the brilliancy of our success, I think it is a cir- 
cumstance which shows an honest and good purpose, and oue which we hope 


£9,466 17 1 


you will feel that, in our past arrangements, and in our provision for the 
future, we have been the good stewards you have hitherto been kind enough 
to consider us. I have now great pleasure in moving—‘‘ That the report of 


| the directors, with the balance-sheet confirmed by the auditors, be received, 
could be expected. But the second paragraph of our report informs you why | 


adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. H. P. StepHenson : [ have the pleasure to second the resolution, and 
will just say one word in addition to the remarks which have fallen from 
the chairman. Our position this half year is a very peculiar one. I suppose 
we have made the largest amount of profit we have ever made before as 2 


| company. ‘This arises from two things: one is, that we have paid but very 
| little more per ton of coal than on previous occasions—in fact, we paid less 


e, any advance in the price of gas; and that if, | 


than in some half years that [can remember, and I may say that we are 
under coutract for coal at this low price until the end of May next—and the 
other is, that we have realized a most extraordinary price for our products 
above tha. which we previously realized; so that, our expenditure for coal 
being about the same as usual, and our receipts for products much larger, we 
have a considerably increased balance of profits. You see that we carry over 
the very handsome sum of £2738 to the credit of the current half year, after 
paying our statutory dividends to the close of 1872. We do this with great 
pleasure ; not but what we think the working of the current half year will be 
satisfactory, but because we believe the time will come—say between June 
and December next—when we shall begin to feel the full pressure of the high 


' price of coal in the market. When I tell you that last year and the year before 


will retain for us the confidence of our consumers as well as of our share- | 


holders. You willsee, by the last paragraph in the report, that we pay you 


‘the customary amount of dividend on this occasion, and that, instead of dividing 


our profits to so narrow a margin as usual, we are carrying forwards a pretty 
larg balance towards the expectations of the future. I say, expectations of 


the future, because none of us can say what may happen in the next twelve | 


months with reference to coal and other things which influence our expendi- 
ture. We have been fortunate up to this time in having contracts for coals 
at moderate prices; we have been fortunate, also, in haviug anticipated io 
previous years that condition of the works which enables us to avoid any ne- 
cessity for improvements at the present moment; and therefore it is that, 
whilst declaring our accustomed dividend, we have a considerable balance of 


' annum on the preference capital, a divideud at the rate of 7 


profit to carry over to the next account, so as to be prepared, in case of | 


emergency, to make up our statutory dividend on the next occasion. I trust 


we were paying 6s. 3d. per ton of coal, f.o. b., and that we have lately 
arranged for a supply at the end of this year at 23s. per ton, you will see at 
once how heavily the advance will press upon us. Hitherto we have been 
fortunate, and I have no doubt, with care and prudence, we shall be able to 
carry on your affairs in the future as satisfactorily as we have done in the past. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. STEPHENSON moved—*‘ That a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
r cent. per 
annum on the ordinary 7 per cent. capital, and a dividend at the rate of 10 
per cent. per annum on the original capital, all free of income-tax, be now 
declared, and he made ratio forthwith.” 

me, Morrison seconded the resolution, which was put, and carried unani- 
mously. 

The retiring directors and auditor were then re-elected, and the proceedings 
closed with the usual complimentary votes. 
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COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company was held at the London 
Tavern on Friday, April 4—Jamrs eciens Witson, Esq., in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. Jaques) read the notice convening the meeting and the 
minutes of the last meeting. The seal of the company was affixed to the 
register, and the following report and accounts were presented :— 


The directors report that during the half year ending the 3lst of December last a 


profit of £22,670 10s, 8d. had been realized, and they recommend that a dividend of £5 
per cent. for the half year (less income-tax) be declared. 


The directors going out of office are James Holbert Wilson, Joseph D’A. Samuda, M.P., 


and Thomas Brushfield, Esq., and, being eligible, have given notice of their iatention 
to offer themzelves for re-election. 


George Iisley, Esq., auditor, will go out of office, and, being eligible, has given notice 


of his intention to offer himself for re-election. 


1.—CaprtaL: State of the Account at the End of the Six Months ending Dec. 31, 1872. 


Statute, or Authority, under 
which raised. 


Commercial Gas Act, 15 & 16 Vic., c. 155. 


Description of Capital. 
Stock. 


Total Paid-up Capital. 
£437,247 15s. 


2.—REVENUE: Account during the Six Months ending Dec. 31, 1872. 


RECEIPT. 
Balance brought forward from last account... . . . . 
Sale of gas— 
YU 
Public lighting and contracts . ae aS 


£1,998 4 3 


£69,568 14 2 
7,835 17. 8 








77,404 11 10 
Sale of residual products— } 
EE he. bok aA ee (neue ae % 20,265 17 0 
a a ae eee ae cae ee Se 271 9 5 
_ ah are . ae oe & te 1,176 1 8 
Ammoniaca! liquor . 2,46! 1 11 | 
. ——--—— 1 24,174 10 0 
Miscellaneous receipts . . . . . 1 6 © © © ws we 1,076 5 6 





EXPENDITURE. 
Management— 

Directors allowances. . . . . +. © © © o « £750 0 0 

Salaries of secretary and clerks 2 6 @ 4 1,581 9 0 

Collectors commission and pay ° 545 14 4 

Rent, rates,and taxes ofoffices . . . . + « 50 0 0 

Stationery, printing, and generalcharges . . . 515 13 8 

Payment toam@mems. . « 2 2 te ew te 8 75 00 

| £3,517 17 O 
Manufacture of gas— 
| Coals, including carriage, dues, &c. jo. 47,225 7 5 

Purifying materials . ae ee whee 962 4 3 

Supervision and labour . 11,696 19 11 

Strike account . eS a ee ee ae ‘.2eee 1,028 18 2 

Ordinary repair and maintenance of premises , 2,783 0 0 

Rents, rates, and taxes of manufactory. 1,828 11 

65,545 O11 
Distribution, including service mains, pipes, &c.— 

Ordinary repair and maintenance ... . >. « « « @ ae SG 
Meters— 

Restoring and replacing . ... ++ + © + © « «@ 749110 7 
Law and parliamentary charges ss ¢ «eo « «"* 69 7 4 
Balance for stockholders profit. . . . . + + « © « « 22,670 10 8 

£104,653 11 7 


£104,653 11 7 | 


Balance of stockholders profit, as above 
Required fordividend. . ... . 


Balance , 


. £22,670 10 8 
21,862 7 9 


£808 211 


Reserve-fund, £40,305 9s. 


The CxarrMan: Gentlemen, prior to moving that the report and accounts be | to be satisfactory. Notwithstanding the high price of coal, iron, and labour, we 
received and adopted, I must engage your attention for a few minutes, by | have no intention at the present moment of increasing the price - gas, 4 
ng 8 eps to do 


referring te the ocourrences which have taken place since we met here in 
October last. I can assure you that it has been the most anxious half year we 
have ever had. When last we assembled we imagined that the difficulties we 
should have to contend with were only those to which I then alluded, arising 
out of the advance which had taken place in the cost of coal and iron. But, 
gentlemen, we were to be mistaken. There was a ‘‘Black Monday’ looming 
before us which was to try our powers to the utmost. I allude to the com- 
bination of gas stokers, which threatened for some short time to place London 
in darkness. On Monday, the 2nd of December, out of 240 stokers and others 
employed by us, about 200 quitted our works without giving the slightest 
notice to our engineer. They admitted that they had not the slightest 
complaint to make respecting their hours of labour, the conditions of their 
service, or the rate of their wages, and yet, led on by wicked and designing men 
they determined upon throwing up their employment and placing us in a most 
embarrassing position. Of the whole number 37 only remained staunch to their 
duties, ‘‘faithful found among the faithless.” I am happy to state, however, 
that in the hour of our distress we received the greatest assistance from Messrs. 
Aird and Sons, who despatched 200 of their men to our help, and by their 
means we were able to surmount the dificulty. But too much praise cannot 
be given to our engineer and to all the other officers of the company for the 
energy and unwearying industry they displayed during that critical period. 
I believe that for some days the engineer had not his clothes off, but 
remain in constant attendance at the works; and to him and those who 
assisted him, as well as to the Messrs, Aird, our thanks are eminently 
due for the services they rendered to us in those most trying circum- 
stances. Now, gentlemen, the strike of these men at our works originated in a 

urely sentimental grievance. They themselves stated that they were per- 
ectly satisfied with their treatment—perfectly satisfied with their wages; 
and, from a printed pa er, which they afterwards issued, it is quite clear that 
nothing that we could have done would have prevented the ill-judged step they 
took. In that paper they said—‘‘ That we, as a body of men, are not on strike 
for more money or for a reduction of the working hours, but to redress the 
wrongs sustained by our brother stokers that have been locked out through the 
tyranny of the superintendent of the Fulham Gas-Works, because we have 
formed a union for the protection of our own and brother stokers interest.’ 
Now, gentlemen, look at the absurdity of the proposition. How could we con- 
trol any any at the Fulham Gas-Works? and what connexion could 
there be between the discharge of two men at works seven miles distant, with 
the operations of a company at Stepney ? These men were receiving high wages; 
38s. ed. per week for unskilled labour, I think you will agree with me, was a 
- rate of pay. There is no doubt the strike was due to the influence of 

esigning men, some of whom we were able to punish, who led these poor 
fellows just like a flock of sheep. Our engineer gave them ten minutes to make 
their election, telling them at the same time that those who left their work should 
never be allowed to return, and, in accordance with that intimation, we have 
not restored a single man who then neglected his duty. Indeed it would not 
have been fair towards the public if we had allowed a leaven of these men to go 
back and be in a position to influence others to strike at some future period. 
They stated, in fact, that if restored they would get those men out who were 
emp , during our difficulties intheir places. Whatever other companies may 
have done in this matter, we have felt it our duty to act decisively, and not to 
replace any of those who served us so ill. Such being the state of our works, I was 
correct in stating that the last few months has been a period of greater anxiety than 
we have ever had before. But bnew from this, what are the results of our opera- 
tions in the half year. You have had the balance-sheet in your hands, and can see 
that, notwitstanding all these difficulties, we have been able, with the increase 
of the price of gas to 4s., nearly to meet your dividend out of profits. There was 
a sum of £1998, the balance from a former account, brought forward ; so that, 
taking the whole year’s working, we are able to pay you 10 per cent., and carry 
over about £800 to the credit of the next account. You are aware that the price 
of coal has very largely advanced, and though the price we obtain for our coke is 
better, yet our returns from that source, owing to the mildness of the season up 
to Christmas, were not so satisfactory as we could desire. I am glad to say that 
since the period to which these accounts are made up there has been an improve- 
ment in this respect. I mentioned to you on the last occasion that we had ex- 
perienced difficulty in reference to the delivery of iron mains. We have laid a 
considerable number of large diameter during the half year, the necessity for 
so doing having arisen from the increased demand for gas in some portions of our 
district. We havestill further mains to lay insubstitution of existing mainsat Mill- 
wall, which we have to accomplishas the daysget longer. We were fortunate in 
making contracts for most of the iron before the great rise in the value of that 
material took place, which is an important thing for us. I do not know that I have 
any further remark to make upon the balance-sheet. You will see there is not 


much increase in the rental, but, on the whole, 1 think we must take the results 


ad to | 
| dulgence with which you have listened to me, I have now to move—** 











though, as you are probably aware, some other companies are taki 
so. The Chartered Company cannot pay their 10 per cent, this half year, and 
they are applying for authority to increase their price 1s. per 1000. We for- 
tunately have not touched our reserve-fund, but are able to make up our maxi- 
mum dividend by the aid of the balance of profits brought over from last half 
year. I hope better times will come, and that coals may become so much lower 
in price that we may be able again to reduce the cn of gas to 3s, 9d., because, 
as you know, in this company we always regard the consumers interests, as well 
as our own. When we benefit them we benefit ourselves, and the sooner 
we are able to reduce the price of gas, the better pleased we shall be. There is 
just one point before I sit down that I want to name. Those who have been 
shareholders in the company for some time are aware that, by a resolution of a 
meeting in this room, the whole of the remaining share capital of the company 
was to be allotted pro rata amongst the proprietors. This was carried out at the 
time as far as practicable. There was, however, a remnant of about £12,000 
which we were unable conveniently to apportion. Now that the conversion into 
stock has taken place, we find that there is facility for allotting that remnant, 
and therefore we propose that the whole of the £12,000 shall be distributed among 
the proprietors at par. It will not be a very large amount to each when it comes 
to be divided amongst so many shareholders. The notice of it will be sent to 
os with your dividends on Monday, giving you the necessary information as to 
ow and when the money is to be paid. Thanking you, gentlemen, for the = 
That the 
report and accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Laport seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved—“ That pursuant to the recommendation of the board 
of directors, a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year, less income-tax, be now 
declared, and that cheques be forwarded to the holders of stock on Monday 
next.” 

Mr. BrusFrEvp (deputy-chairman) seconded the motion, which was put and 
carried. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected. 

The Cuarrmay, in returning thanks, said: Gentlemen, I am rather an old 
director—I am, indeed, the sole survivor of all the directors who formerly met 
here. I have entered my thirty-fifth year of office in connexion with the com- 
pany. The engineer, the secretary, and the whole of the staff, as well as the 
whole of my brother directors when I joined the board, are, as far as I remember 
their names, departed. I alone am lett to return thanks for the honour you 
have done me. It is a somewhat saddening reflection, I can assure you; however, 
when I feel my physical powers fail so as to unfit me for the discharge of my 
duties, I shall at once place my seat at your disposal. I thank you for the 
resolution you have just passed. : 

Mr. BRuUsHFIELD, in returning thanks, referred at some length to the cireum- 
stances attending the strike, for the purpose of pointing out the eminent services 
rendered by the engineer during the critical period of its continuance, and also 
for the purpose of directing the attention of the shareholders to the very con- 
siderate conduct of the consumers throughout the company’s district when the 
supply of gas was necessarily curtailed. He said he mentioned the fact with 
pride, that during those days in December last, not a complaint was made of a 
single consumer throughout the Tower Hamlets, although very many must have 
been put to great inconvenience for want of a sufficient light. He thought it 
pore be appropriate that the shareholders now assembled should express in a 
formal resolution the grateful sense entertained by the company of the forbear- 
ance thus exhibited to them. (Cheers.) J : 

Mr. Samupa, M.P., in acknowledging his re-election, said he could only 
assure the meeting that since his connexion with the company he had had the 
greatest satisfaction in working with the board and their officers; and he could 
corroborate all that had been said by his colleagues, the chairman and deputy- 
chairman, as to the zeal, energy, and ability displayed by the engineer during 
the period of the strike. He might also add that he had had the satisfaction to 
observe that all the mechanical arrangements carried out for the benefit of the 
company had been well studied by Mr. Jones, and, so far as he knew, always 
completed for the expense at which they were estimated—an invaluable accom- 
plishment in an engineer. He had also noticed the advantages which the public 
were able to receive from a company conducted with these well-organized 
arrangements. It was very satisfactory to remark, with reference to the 
half year’s operations, that the great advance in the cost of materials and 
labour had not affected the dividends of the company, nor compelled them to 
resort to the very unpopular course of raising the price of gas, into which some 
other companies were driven. He only mentioned this fact to press upon the 
meeting the moral which it appeared to him to involve—viz., that a 
thoroughly well-organized and economically worked establishment, the share- 
holders should not be in any hurry to listen to proposals for the absorptiéa’ of 
this company by any other. He recommended them to have confidence in 
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themselves, and to seek to maintain the supply of gas in their own hands. He 
. "was quite convinced that they, as shareholders, would receive a better return 
for taking that course, than they would do if they were induced to leave their 
present independent position, and that the consumers of the district would 
have reason to be thankful for it also. 
Mr, Itsey having expressed his thanks for re-election as one of the auditors 
of the company, 3 
The CuarrMan moved the following resolution:—“ That this meeting of 
shareholders cannot separate without placing on record their high sense of the 
forbearance and consideration shown by the consumers of this company’s gas 
during the recent strike, notwithstanding the great inconvenience to which 
they were thereby subjected.” He said: 1am sure it is with the most hearty 
good feeling that I propose this resolution. I witnessed myself, though perhaps 
not to so large an extent as did Mr. Brushfield, the inconvenience the con- 
sumers suffered without complaining, and therefore I think we are only doing 
— - them and to our own convictions in giving this expression to our 
tude. 
_ BRUSHFIELD 8 ded the motion, which was very cordially adopted. 
The Cuatrman then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Jones, reiterating the 
statements he had already made respecting the great exertions of that gentle- 
man in carrying on the business of the company during the most unparalleled 





Capital Account on Dec. 31, 1872. 











Expenditure to| Expended this | _ Total to 
June 30, 1872. Half Year. | Dec.31, 1872. 





Lands acquired, includ. law charges, 
new buildgs.,manufacturing plant, | 
machines, storeage works, & other | 
structures connected with manu- | 
facture. . . .. . . . «| $506,795 8 3| £11,678 18 4 | £516,474 6 7 

New mains and service-pipes (not | 
being in place of old ones), includ- | 
ing laying same, paving, &c., and | 
other works connected with distri- | 











. Se ee reer 95,056 10 2 1,641 11 10 96,698 2 9° 

New meters (not in place of old | 
ones), including fixing. . . . 28,511 14 6 808 17 3 29,320 1% 9 
Parliamentary costs . .,... 11,574 0 2 82 16 7 11,606 16 9 
| £639,937 13 1 | £14,162 4 0 | £654,09917 1 


Walenee ot eupltalacsoumt-. 4 s+ 2 i tw tte eh OCF . | 8,932 12 11 
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difficulties which surrounded him during the strike. He aiso ded the 
services rendered by a son of Mr. Jones, who, on becoming acquainted with the 
situation, hastened to his father’s side, and rendered him very valuable assist- 
ance. He took the opportunity to add that all the officers of the company 
acted throughout the emergency in a most praiseworthy manner. 

Mr. Lippe seconded the vote, and said, as a medical man, he had felt great 
anxiety lest the health of Mr. Jones should fail him from over exertion during 
the crisis in December last. 

The motion was put and carried with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Jones acknowledged the vote. He said: I assure you I feel that was has 
been said of me to-day is most flattering. If I wanted any encouragement to 
go through the fatigues and anxieties of another strike, your kindness on this 
occasion would supply it. During the recent events which have been referred to, 
I was stimulated to exertion, not alone by the board of directors, but by the 
consumers of the district. Many of our largest consumers wrote to me 

rivately to beg that I would not give in to so unrighteous a demand as was 
ing forced on me, but to hold fast to the position I had taken up. They 
helped me also by diminishing their own consumption, in order that the public 
lamps might be adequately supplied. I was also helped in every possible way’ 
by Mr. Darlington and the other officers of the company, who worked night and’ 
day to maintain the business in operation. I also had a young son, an engineer, 
residing at Brighton, who came up specially to assist me, and who, | think, 
scarcely had his clothes off for a week while rendering me all the help in his 
power. You see, therefore, that others deserve your thanks as well asI. I 
assure you it was a very big fight, but having some mettle left in me I was 
determined to carry it through. I feel greatly obliged to the chairman for the 
handsome manner in which he has brought my name before the meeting, and 
for the kind way in which you have responded to this vote of thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Lonpon, seconded by Mr. Ruopes, it was also resolved 
that the thanks of the meeting be conveyed to Messrs. Aird and Sons for the 
kind and effectual help they rendered to the company during the strike, 

‘Thanks were also cordially voted to the directors, to which the chairman 
responded, and the proceedings then terminated. 





ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the Company’s Offices, 
Grafton Street, on Monday, March 31—D. Moytan, Esq., in the chair. 

The Srcretary (Mr. J. Stevenson) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, and the following report of the directors :— 

The directors herewith submit, in the form prescribed by the Gas Clauses Amend- 
ment Act, the accounts for the half year ending the 3lst of December last; and when 
the difficulties with which the board had to contend are taken into consideration, they 

, entertain a confident hope that they will be regarded as satisfactory. 

These accounts, which are now —_ in detail, give a succinct view of.the position 
and working of the company, and present results varying in few essential particulars 
from what the experience of the preceding six months might have led the proprietors to 
expect, and for which they were, no doubt, prepared, namely a diminution of profits, 
consequent on the large increase in the cost of every material required to carry on the 
ordinary operations of the concern. 

The board regret that the adverse circumstances to which they refer renders it neces- 
sary for them to resort to the contingent-fund, in order to enable them to recommend 
payment of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum. Against such a state of 
things no prevision or exertion could have been effectual, and although the causes which 
produced it have led to similar results elsewhere, even in localities where the companies 
have the power, and exercised the power of increasing the price. Itis right to observe 
that much of the embarrassment and diminution of profits is directly attributable to 
the fact of our contractors, owing to the strikes at the collieries, having failed to furnish 
the stipulated supplies, and to our being consequently obliged to obtain them elsewhere. 
Upwards of 50,000 tons of coal, at comparatively low prices, are still due on current 
contracts entered into at the beginning of last year, and had a larger proportion of these 
coals been delivered, as the directors had reason to believe they would, the financial 
results of our operations would have been proportionately favourable. Provisions against 
liability to deliver coal during strikes» among the miners have been made the rule of 
nearly all contracts during the last few years, and debars the company against putting 
forward any claim on account of these short deliveries; the coal masters, however, being 
still bound to complete and fulfil their engag ts to the p The directors are 
happy to report that the last dispute between masters and men in which the company 
are interested has terminated within the last few days, and there is now reason to hope 
that supplies will from henceforward be regularly forwarded to the works, and that the 
current half year, terminating on the 3th of June, will! derive considerable advantage 
therefrom. 

The board are happy to report that the calls made on the proprietors m November 
and February have been promptly responded to, and the result is, that the liabilities of 
the company, including the advances of our bankers, which stood at the date of the 
last account at £121,951, were reduced at the date of the present account, namely, the 
31st of December, to £80,315. The subsequent call in February and the receipts of the 
December quarter have so reduced the liabilities, that at present they merely consist of 
the sums due on account of current expenses, the debit to the bank being virtually 
extinguished. 

It may be satisfactory to the proprietors to know that the agreement between the 

company and the Gas Committee of the municipal council, and which received the sanction 
of the proprietors at the special general meeting, held in December last, has been ratitied 
after along inquiry and investigation into the merits of the proposition, in which the 
corporation invited and received the assistance of a number of gentlemen named by the 
Chamber of Commerce, and whose joint report, recommendatory of the project, has been 
adopted by the council, and in accordance with which the bill authorizing the transfer 
will be promoted in the present session of Parliament, ia accordance with which the 
caper has been sealed by the corporation on the one hand, and the gas company on 
the other. 
__ Your directors having presented 9 petition, praying to be heard against any alteration 
in the terms of the agreement sanctioned by the shareholders, will of course adopt all 
necessary means to uphold their interests, and take due care that the agreement shall 
in all respects be strictly observed and adhered to, and more especially such clauses as 
provide for the security of the property to be transferred to the corporation, and the 
punctual payment of the annuities chargeable thereon. 

It will be seen that the profit and loss account amounts to the sum of £9743 12s. 4d., 
which, with £4378 17s, 8d., taken from the contingent-fund, justifies the directors in 
recommending payment of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of income- 





tax. 
Three of the directors—namely, Messrs. Boyce, Burke, and Drummond—retire this day 
by rotation, and are eligible for re-election. 
Meet of the auditors, Mr. Francis Asken, also retires this day, and is eligible for re- 
election. 
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Dr. Revenue Account, for Half Year ending Dee. 31, 1872. Cr. 
By Sale of gas— 
Gas (245,925,700 cubic fect), 


at 5s. 6d. per 1000 cubic ft. £67,629 11 8 
Gas (24,811,000 cubic feet), 





To Manufacture of gas— 
Coals, inciuding dues, car- 
riage,unloading,andall ex- 
penses of depositing saine 


onworks,. .. . . . £59,573 211 at 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 5,582 010 
Purifying materials, oil, Public lighting and under 
water, and sundries at contracts, . . . . . 543816 5 
Win. oa bat Rb Is 531 6 
Salaries of engincers, inelud- Rentalof meters, . , . 2,354 16 5 


ing chief engineer, super- 


intendents, and officers at By Residual products— 








works. . . . . . . 1,24917 2) Coke,lesslabourandcartage 16,606 13 0 
Wages & gratuities atworks 6,532 13 8| Breeze. . ..... 735 14 5 
Repairs and maintenance of ee Oe 1,287 6 9 

works and plant (including Ammoniacal liquor . 1,327 19,10 

renewal of retorts), ma- 

chines, apparatus, tools, Rs ial 6 a6 cle Mi th ote 166 11 6 

materials, andlabour, . 4,734 2 9/Transferfees . . ... 7815 0 

£72,621 2 7 
Less old material sold 466 0 9} 
£72,155 1 10 


To Distribution of gas— 
Salaries of surveyor, chief 

inspector, inspectors, as- 

sistant inspectors, and 

clerks in light office . . 1,023 19 1 
Repair, maintenance and re- 

newal of mains and of ser- 

vice-pipes, including ma- 

terials, laying and paving, 

a, ee 1,371 0 4 
Repairing, renewing, and 

refixing meters . . . 1,46412 8 


To Public lamps— 
Lighting and repairing . . 1,114 0 0 


To Rents, rates, & taxes— 
we cw 8h. ce 1,016 15 
Ratesandtaxes . . . . 2,951 141 
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To Management— 








Directors allowances. . . 537 10 0 
Salaries of secretary, ac- 
countant, clerks, office- 
keepers,and messengers . 1,026 14 6 
Collectors commissions . . 800 17 6 
Stationery and printing. . 239 1 «5 
Genl. establishment charges | 
andincidentals. . . . 79610 8} 
Company’s auditors. . . 1 0 0 | 
To Law & parliamentary | 
charges— | 
Law charges . . . » « 234 0 7 | 
Weddeets . . «© © © © 734 18 6 } 
Balance, carried to profit and | 
lossaccount . . 15,726 8 9 | 


£101,208 5 10 £101,208 5. 10 


The CuHarrMAN said: Gentlemen, the report which you have had an oppor- 
tunity of examining goes so fully into the working of the half year that it is un- 
necessary for me to do more than express regret that the adverse circumstances 
referred to have tended to render our operations less favourable than the board 
could have wished. In this, however, we are by no means singular. Almost 
every gas company in the three kingdoms has nearly the same story totell. All 
have had the same difficulties to overcome, the same dangers to encounter. 
Very many of them are in the same position as ourselves, and have had to resort 
to their reserve or contingent fund to enable them to pay a dividend, and in 
almost every instance when they had the power to increase the price they have 
exercised it, I may say, without complaint on the part of the public, and that the 
past six months has been a trying time to us must be admitted. We have had to 
meet a state of things unexampled, and without precedent in the history of gas 
undertakings; but as special reference is made to them in the report, I need not 
more particularly advert to them. I may, however, observe that there are indica- 
tions of improvement, and I entertain the hope that we have seen the worst of 
the evil days on which we have fallen. Since our last meeting a multiplicity of 
projects have been brought before the public for the manufacture of gas by other 
means than the simple distillation of coal. In none of those patent. projects is 
there a particle of novelty. Allof them have been tried long ago, and found 
wanting, though we have the comfort and satisfaction of knowing, on the 
assurance of the patentees, that all of their inventions are applicable to the 
existing works of the gas companies, and I am sure I only echo every one of your 
feelings and wishes when I give expression to the hope that some auxiliary 
material and some economical process may be discovered for the production of 
artificial light, I must, however, state that it appears al! but hopeless to expect 
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anything in that direction from any of the new projects. According to a writer 
in the JournaL or Gas LIGHTING, it requires a gallon of petroleum, costing 
2s., to carburate 800 feet of air, or 2s. 6d. to carburate 1000 feet. In other words, or 
taking another view of the case, to carburate the quantity of gas required to 
light the city of Dublin would cost £135,000, while to supply the present con- 
sumption of only one of the London companies—the Chartered Company—would 
require 3,250,000 gallons of petroleum. With respect to the transfer of the 
works to the corporation, I may say that for the present matters remain in statu 
quo. The corporation bill will probably be referred to a committee immediately 
after Easter, and it will be the duty of your directors to see that your interests 
as shareholders are duly upheld and protected. 

Mr. Cres said they had unanimously come to the conclusion that the interest 
of the company was to carry out the agreement with the corporation. Whatever 
difference of opinion might have existed at one time as to some of the details of 
that agreement, there ought to be none now, and they ought to be unanimous 
in their determination to carry out that agreement in the most effectual manner 
possible, As to the report, anybody who looked into the reports of gas com- 

nies at the present juncture knew that they were all labouring nnder a com- 

ination of adverse circumstances such as never occurred before. He supposed 
the most far-sighted commercial men in the community had not had the remotest 
idea of such an extraordinary combination occurring as the increased demand 
for iron, the diminution in the supply of coal, and the extraordinary rise in the 
price of labour. 

The Cuarrman then proposed that the report and statement of accounts be 
received and adopted. . 

Mr, Mixo Burke, J.P., seconded the motion. 

Mr. D’ Arcy said the opinion he expressed last September was that the affairs of 
the company were extravagantly managed, and not in the interest of the share- 
holders. One-fourth of the capital had been invested in unproductive works, 
from which the shareholders gut nothing, but which the corporation would have 
free. They had it, on the evidence of two of the ablest engineers in England, 
that the corporation were getting a great bargain. They were getting no dividend 
on that capital which was unproductive, and they were now making a present of it 
to the Corporation of Dublin. He had dissected the accounts, and in his opinion 
the carbonized coal did not, during the six months, yield the proper amount of 
gas. If it had been yielded, the shareholders would be receiving a dividend of 
10 per cent. Their property was a splendid one, and they bad a monopoly. It 
was idle to talk of the corporation or any others setting up another company to 
compete with them, and as to making gas out of air or smoke for the supply of 
a city like Dublin, it was moonshine, and would fail always as it had hitherto 
failed. While he gave every credit to the directors, who were all most honourable 
men, for doing their best, he did not think they had been successful, and he could 
not help remembering that in former years their works were managed by an 
Trishman, and that they had Home Rule in that matter, but that now their 
works were managed—be would not say anything more than this—by one who 
was not an Irishman. Mr. D’Arcy then alluded to the agreement with the cor- 
poration, and expressed bis opinion that the undertaking would be efficiently 
managed by the corporation, and that in addition to their assured dividend the 
shareholders, as ratepayers, would derive an additional advantage in the lowered 
price of gas and the reduction of taxation, The works would be controllea by 
a very clever man, Mr. Cotton, and, under the able direction of Mr. Byrne and 
Sir John Gray, and other eminent citizens, the undertaking would not only 
recoup the corporation, but help to pay their debts. He hoped no money would 
be squandered by any parties in opposing the bill. Passing from that, he was 
bound to say that the books of the company were most admirably kept. After 
some further observations, he concluded by stating his conviction that whether 
the corporation got the undertaking or it remained with the sbareholders, it 
would prove a well-paying concern. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was unanimously agreed to. 

The CuarkMANn next moved that a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per an- 
num, free of income-tax, be declared on the profits of the past half year, payable 
on and after the 22nd of April next. 

Mr. Macreapy, P.L.G., seconded the resolution. 

Mr. D'Arcy said that as this was probably the last time they would have the 
opportunity of getting a dividend in that room, and as a large sum had been 
taken from the reserve-fund, he did not see why more should not be taken to 
make the dividend larger. He would move, as an amendment, that the dividend 
be at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum. 

Mr. Cuarves Lator seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Macreapy said: Having reference to the agreement with the corporation, 
it would be an unfair thing to lay hold of too much of the reserve-fund for the 
sake of 2 per cent, to the dividend. 

Mr. Cree asked whether this property did not belong, under the agreement, 
to the corporation. ' 

Sir Joun Gray, M.P., said: When the corporation entered into the agree- 
ment with the company, there was a difficulty in the prospect of the times as to 
the ability of the company to continue the 6 per cent. dividend. In fact, it 
seemed more probable that there would be no dividend higher than 6, or 5, 
or 4, or even 3 per cent. The directors felt, however, that this would be a hard- 
ship on the shareholders, and the corporation agreed that whether it was earned 
or not during the two succeeding half years, there would be a dividend of 6 per 
cent. paid out of the reserve-fund for the benefit of the shareholders. That was 
the distinct and positive agreement with the ccrporation, which, if the company 
had not earned one shilling, would have been carried out, The company had 
earned a !arge proportion of the 6 per cent., and he thought they were bound in 
honour, as shareholders and directors, not to seek to divide under the circum- 
stances more than the 6 per cent. 

Mr. D’Arcy withdrew the amendment, and the resolution was then passed 
unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the re-election of the outgoing directors and auditor, 
which was agreed to. 

_ The CuarnMAN moved that the sealing of the register of shareholders he ad- 
journed until that day fortnight, at one o’clock, and that the meeting do adjourn 
to that day for that purpose only. 

Mr. M. WHELAN seconded the resolution,which was passed. 

The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was held at the 
ae Tavern, on Tuesday, April 1—THomas BripGe Simpson, Esq., in the 
chair, 

The Secretary (Mr. G. Livesey) read the notice convening the meeting, and 
the minutes of the last half-yearly meeting. ‘The seal of the company was 
affixed to the register of proprietors, and the following report and statements of 
account were presented :— 

Your directors have much pleasure in being able tosubmit a very satisfactory balance- 
sheet for the half year ended the 3iet of December last, a period in the experience of 
gas companies of almost unexampled difficulty and anxiety. 

Notwithstanding the reduction of 2d., equal to 5 per cent. on the price of gas which 
was made last year and the increased cost of coals and all other materials and labour, the 
profit on the half year’s working amounts to £15,856, as against £15,064 of the corre- 
sponding period of 1871, which favourable result is largely due to the contracts for coal 
having been made early in the year at a low rate compared with the price afterwards 


charged, and to the moderate increase in the cost of coal of 2s. 6d. per ton having been 
inet by extra receipts for coke during the half year under review. 

The large new gasholder referred to in a previous report has been completed within 
the estimate; the tank is perfectly sound, and the gasholder satisfacterily at work: 





It was the intention of your directors to have made important and extensive additions 
to the plant on the freehold ground this year, but the prices of materials and labour are 
now so high that they deem it prudent to defer all works, except a portion of a new 
retort-house and coal] stores which are absolutely necessary to mees the expected demand 
next winter. 

The proprietors will be pleased to hear that, nothwithstanding the unremitting 
attempts that were made to induce this aw men to take part in the great strike 
of London stokers, they, tly to their credit, resisted al) the pressure brought to bear 
upon them, and remained faithfully at their posts. 

The rental for gas, and the receipts for products to the 3lst of December last, amount 
to £71,729 15s., and the expenditure for the same period to £55,873 6s. 6d., leaving a 
balance of £15,856 8s. 6d. forthe payment of the usual dividend, and £356 8s. 6d. t6 be 
carried forward to the next account. 

By the company’s Act of Incorporation, one director retires from office at this meeting, 
and also one auditor. 

B. Drew, Esq., as director, and A. F. Paull, Esq., as auditor, wiil therefore retire ; 
but these gentlemen, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 


Capital Account, for the Half Year to Dec. 31, 1872. 





























Expended Expended Total expended 
to | this to 
June 30,1872. | Half Year. Dec. 31, 1872. 
£ s.d. £ s. da. £ 8. dad. 
To Amount expended to June30,1872) 276,222 8 11 | oi 276,222 8 11 
Manufacturing plant . . . . oe | 16,185 0 6 16,185 0 6 
New meters and fixing . | } 327 10 9 327 10 9 
New mainsand laying. . . .! 1,213 5 9 1,213 5 9 
BEG 6. 6 «4 0 6-8 | es 26,051 14 1 
| £276,222 811) £17,725 17 0 [| £320,000 0 0 
| Certified Received Total 
| to | this to 
| June 30,1872. | Half Year. Dec. 31, 1872. 
£ s. d. £ s. ad. £ s. a. 
By Shares, at £50each . . , .| 200,000 0 0) a 200,000 0 0 
do., at £12 10s.each . . . . 50,000 0 0} i 50,000 0 0 
do., at £12 10s, each, £310s. paid) 50,000 0 0/| 20,000 0 0 70,000 0 0 
| £300,000 0 0 £20,000 0 0 | £320,000 0.0 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
To Balance ofcapital . . £26,051 14 1 | By Consols, reserve-fund . £20,000 0 0 
Reserve-fund . . . 20,000 0 0 Do., renewal-fund 8,736 6 ¢€ 
Renewal-fund . of 4 | New Three per Cents. . 6,481 19 0 
Profit and loss account, 32,672 16 9 | Cashatbankers. . . 8,540 0 4 
Sundry creditors... . 3,955 19 8 Do. in hand, for freight 
Deposits ss « Se 8.4 accounts, &c., . . 600 0 0 
Property-tax account . 329 12 0 | tocks— 
Dividend account " 1610 6 | Sra 10,267 13. 7 
Coke and breeze . 1,302 10 0 
Tar and liquor . 638 13 4 
. | Mains and meters . 2,346 7 O 
| Amount due for— 
| Gas... «+ «6 « Sa Os 
Products 2,059 5 & 
Sundries, 489 12 2 
| Interest. . . 316 15 6 
£93,896 11 7 | £93,896 11 7 
Dr. Revenue Account, Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
ToCoals . .. . . . £33,062 18 10 | By Gas at 3s. per 1000 feet £42,106 8 7 
Purifying material, &c. 722 6 O | Publiclighting . . . 6,442 14 10 
Salaries, engineer, &c. . 27517 6 Coke, less labourloading 17,976 1. 4 
“a... .... want! toa... sae 
Repairs & maintenance, | ms «ate so ss ian Se 
less old materialsold. 2,413 13 1 | Liquor wee Ss ert & 
Repair and renewal of ee 207 5 4 
mains,&c.. . .'. 2,651 7 5 | Transferfees. . . . 215 6 
Salary of clerks and in- | a ~. «6. 6.2 744 5 5 
spectors. . . + « 5126 13 4 
Repairing and renewing | 
meters . ... . 1,368 14 4 | 
Lighting and repairing | 
me .'s 6 a s SR ey 
Remt . 1. 2 © 6 « 268 18 4 | 
Rates andtaxes . . 1,122 17 3 | 
Directors . a osm 00) 
AUENOTS . « +0 50 0 0 | 
Salary, secretary, &c. . 700 6 8 } 
Collectors commission . 532 5 0 
Stationery and printing. 172 5 9 
Generalcharges. . . 55915 9 | 
Superannuation-fund . 255 0 0} 
Gas referees, auditors, 
aot, 6. ee 8 119 4 4 
Bad debts and allowance 6l4 3 4 
Balance .... 15,856 8 6 
71,729 15 0 | £71,729 15 © 


The CHAIRMAN : Gentlemen, I have now the pleasure to propose—‘‘ That the 
report be received and entered on the minutes;” and in doing so I have ver 
few remarks to make, because the report itself contains a summary of all 
the information which it is in our power to give you. You have heard it read, 
and I think you will agree with me that, under all the circumstances in which 
we, in common with gas companies generally, have been placed during the last 
six months, it is quite as satisfactory as could be expected. At the same time 
it is impossible to conceal from the proprietors the anxiety under which we 
labour in consequence of the serious advance which has taken place in the price 
of coal. I hope, however, we shall be able to combat with this and every other 
difficulty which may arise, and in reference to this question specially, I trust 
that when we have the pleasure to meet you again we may be able to report 
that there has been a reduction in the price of this commodity. It is, however, 
only a hope; but, under any circumstances, we shall endeavour to avoid the 
necessity for any alteration in the price of gas. My next remark has reference 
to the accounts. I think it must be very satisfactory to you to find that we have 
been enabled this half year, without touching our reserve-fund, to pay you your 
maximum dividend, and to carry forward a surplus of profits, I assure you the 
circumstance is very gratifying to us, and I ameure you will be equally pleased. 
There is one matter upon which I have no doubt you would like to hear a remark 
from me, and that ie with regard to the stokers strike. That was a movement 
which created great anxiety, not only amongst the directors of gas companies, 
but with the public at large. It wasa most serious and wanton affair, and 
originated in a demand that a man engaged in one of the metropolitan works 
should not be discharged by his employers, whom he had, by his disobedience, 
most justly offended. Of course such an idea was preposterous, and could not be 
entertained ; the consequence was a strike among the stokers—a strike which 
might have been attended with important results if it had not been promptly 
and decisively met. It was very satisfactory to your directors to find the men 
employed by this company were true to their employers and stuck to their 
posts, although I must say I had no fear of them, knowing that they are well 
used by us, and have really no cause of complaint. I do not know that I have 
avything else to communicate, but if there is any matter which occurs to your 
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‘minds, I shall be very happy to answer any questions upén it which you may 
put. 

Mr. Hargis seconded the motion. . 

Mr. Henry: I should like to ask whether the directors contemplate making 
a call upon the new shares before the next meeting. _ 

The CuarrMan : Certainly not before the next meeting. ; : 

Mr. Gray: I should like to ask whether there would be any inconvenience in 
the office, if the accounts were issued to the proprietors a week or so before the 
time of our meeting? 

The Cuarrman : If the —— wish it could be done. 

Mr. Gray: There would be this advantage, that we could read them over 
quietly and come here prepared to understand matters better. Other companies 
publish their accounts beforehand, and I think it is very desirable. 

The CuarrMaN: In answer to the honourable proprietor, I would say that 
during the 30 years I have been connected with the ne we have pursued 
the sume course that we have done on this occasion, and no objection has ever 
been taken to our accounts. : : 

The motion for the adoption of the report was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gray: There can be no doubt that the report and accounts presented to 
us to-day are highly satisfactory. Toa certain extent our prosperity is attribu- 
table to the fact that this company is in a better position than most gas com- 
panies in having ent waa made contracts for coals at a moderate price. I 
suppose, however, we may take it that these‘contracts are nearly out, and, as a 
consequence, that any new contracts must be entered into at a considerably 
advanced rate. It was stated in the report that the directors had had in con- 
templation the making of considerable additions to the works. I think they 
have exercised a very wise discretion in not attempting to carry out that object 
at the present time, when the price of every description of material is so greatly 
advanced. At the same time, I may ask them what they contemplate the outlay 
on sueh additions will be, when circumstances are more favourable for effecting 
their purpose. 

The Cuarrman: I think if it had not been for the unfortunate position of 
=. coal, iron, and labour market, we should have called up perhaps £30,000 

year. 

Mr. Gray: Do you not think that in contemplation of what you may at no 
distant period attempt, it would be an advantage to have a little more money 
called up at once? 

The CHArRMAN: We are very anxious to maintain your dividend, and, looking 
at the increased cost of coal, iron, and labour, we think it — seriously affect 
our future position to have more capital a led up than we absolutely require. 

Mr. Henry: You must remember that we are selling gas at 3s., and no 
other company in the metropolis is selling it under 3s, 9d. , 

The Cuarnman: We could not, if we had any desire to do it, raise the price 
of gas whilst we are carrying on our business successfully. You must recollect 
that the public are entitled to everything we earn beyond our 10 per cent. 

Mr. Gray: At the same time we must not attempt to sacrifice the interests of 
the proprietors. It is no use attempting to conciliate the public in that way ; 
you will never satisfy them. A 

The CuatrmMan: Our anxiety naturally is not to allow anything to interfere 
with your dividend. If the business of the company absolutely required it, and 
we could see our way to pay you the dividends upon it, 1am sure we should be 
glad to call it up. 

Mr. Gray : Of course we leave the matter ia the hands of the directors. 
assured that they will ‘exercise a sound discretion. I have now to propose— 
‘That a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum be now declared and 
made payable on the 4th inst., and that the warrants be transmitted to each 
proprietor.” 

The CuargMan seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously, 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Hargis, the retiring director, 
Beriah Drew, Esq., was re-elected, and returned thanks for the confidence again 
reposed in him by the A; ‘oprietors. - 

On the motion of Mr. Matrsy, seconded by Mr. WALLINGTON, the retiring 
auditor was re-elected. 5 ; 

Mr. PAavLt appropriately acknowledged his obligations, and said the discharge 
of the duties: devolving upon him was much facilitated by the admirable 
manner in which the accounts of the company were kept. 

Mr. Gray moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and the other directors of 
the company, for their able and successful management. 

Mr. MALTsy seconded the motion, which was cordially agreed to. 

The CuatrMAN : Gentlemen, I assure you we are highly po nee by 
these continued marks of your approval. I can only say in reply, as I have 
often said before, that so long as we enjoy your confidence we shall have great 
pleasure in serving you to the best of our ability. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


SHEPPY GAS COMPANY. ; 

The Annual Ordinary General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the Bri- 
tannia Inn, Mile Town, Sheerness, on Tuesday, March 25—Mr.J. Cone presiding. 

The Secrerary (Mr. A. W. Marks) read the report of the directors for the 
year 1872, which was as follows :— 

The increased cost of coals, labour, and materials, during the year, it will he observed, 
has somewhat decreased the profits, although a part of the increase has been met by the 
higher price obtained for residuals. From the honourable way in which the contractors, 
Messrs. Magnus and Son, of Chatham, have carried out their supply at the price agreed 
on in March, 1872, the company have only partially felt the unprecedented rise in the cost 
of coals, which must otherwise have seriously affected the results of the year’s working. 
The consumption of gas has slightly imcreased, and the works and plant have been 
maintained in a state of thorough efficiency. 

The 419 ‘*B”’ shares which were unallotted at the reincorporation of the company were 
offered by tender, on the conditions approved at the last general meeting. Tenders 
were received for 661 shares, or 242 in excess of the number for allotment. The pre- 
miums received on these shares amounted to £643 0s. 6d. The profit thus accruing was 
appropriated as follows :—The sum of £496 10s. 6d. was written off the ‘* Roads and 
land suspense account,” thus clearing off that item; and the balance of £146 10s. was 
written off the ‘* Parliamentary expenses,” before charging these to the capital account. 

The profits on the working of the first half of the year were not quite sufficient to pay 
the usual dividends, but it was considered advisable to draw on the ‘‘ Balance of unap- 
propriated profits ’’ for the difference of £39 19s. 8d. The profits on the second half of 
the year, in consequence of the increased cost of coals above referred to, amount only to 
£898 14s. 10d. In view of the great uncertainty of the prospects of the coal market, the 
directors do not feel warranted in recommending a larger dividend than one of 4 per 
cent. for the half yearon the “B” shares, making, with the interim payment, 9 per 
cent. for the year. This arrangement will leave a balance of unappropriated profits to 
earry forward of £244 17s. 8d. The directors therefore recommend the declaration of 
dividends for the half year at the rates of 2 per cent. upon the ‘‘A”’ shares, and 4 per 
cent. on the “*B” shares, as well as on the call which has been paid up on the “B*’’ 
shares. Such dividends to be payable on the lst day of May next. 

It is with deep regret the directors have to report the decease of the late Mr. J. G. 
Green, after a —s and painful illness. Mr. Green was the last of the directors who 
‘were engaged in the promotion of the company, and his services as a director from the 
commencement, and as treasurer for the last ten years, were of great value in securing 
the present position of the company. The vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Green 
has been filled by the election of Mr. George Filmer as a director of the company. The 
connexion of that gentleman with the Queenborough district, otherwise unrepresented 
in the board, influenced in a measure the choice of the directors. Since the death of 
‘Mr. Green the collections have been paid by the secretary into the company’s account at 
the London and County Branch Bank at Sheerness, and from the banking facilities 
which are now available affording all the safety and convenience required, the directors 
do not recommend the cage aren of a treasurer. 

The directors rr ulintbiey rotation are Messrs. J. Urquhart, C. B. Shrubsole, and G. 
Elliott, who, being eli; with the auditor, Mr. E. W. Brightman, will offer themselves 
for re-election accordingly. 








Dr. Trade Account for the Year 1872, Or. 
To Coals carbonized. . £2746 15 5 | By Gos-contel, meter, & fittings 


OE SRL To Fe 0.12 muita niise. a 6 
Wages on manufacture and | Coke, tar, &c., produced . 119517 6 
distribution. . .. . 72111 6) Coals soldat works. . . 5516 8 
Manager’s salary . - - 170 6 0 Water soldat works. . . 556 
Auditor’ssalary . . . . 1710 0 Gas-fittings sold . 2916 2 
Secretary’s commission . 216 3 5 | Transferfees . . ... 440 
Directorsfees. . ... 50 0 0} Rentcharges. .... 1215 0 
Rent, rates, taxes, kc. . . 20617 3) Rent of garden plots. . . 18 5 4 
bare stamps, and in- 
Ms 4 «5 6 ee Ol 
Repairs, renewals, tools, and | 
ae Ok 
Retortaccount . . . . 120 0 0| 
ONE 65 iss yn! buat BH 
Deterioration accounts. . 210 0 0, 
Coalsforsale. . .. . 38 3 0} 
Gas-fittings&labourthereon 36 5 2 | 
Repairsofriverwall. . . 10 0 0! 
Repair of oe Se ae 517 7) 
Interestonloans. . . . 14713 3/ 
Profit on the first half of the | 
TT ER Met: 9 | 
Profit on the second half of | 
nr. . «5 5 « Un} 
£6757 19 3 | £6757 19 3 


The CuarrMAN said he had great pleasure in moving the adoption of the re- 
port and accounts; and he hoped they would give the shareaolders satisfaction. 
Although the profits had not been so great as formerly, from circumstances over 
which they had no control, yet the company were in a much better position than 
many others. He considered that gas companies had been on their trial durin; 
the last year, for some had only paid half their usual dividend, while others h 


paid nothing at all. They must congratulate themselves that they were enabled ° 


to receive only one-tenth short of the dividend declared in former years. The 
directors therefore recommended a dividend of only 9 per cent.; but if things 
took a turn they might hope to make it up this year, and then pay a dividend of 
1l percent. He alluded with deep regret to that part of the report which re- 
ferred to the death of their friend and guide, Mr. Green. He (the chairman) 
would not detain them any longer, except by again saying that he hoped they 
were satisfied with the accounts. He had always been an advocate for 10 per 
cent., which was a fair remuneration to those who risked their money, but at the 
present time they must content themselves with less. 

Mr. Jones: Might I ask—being quite astonished at what the chairman has 
said—whether, if the company earns sufficient, they can pay 11 per cent. accord- 
ing to the Act of Parliament ? 

The CuatrMan: We cannot pay more than 10 per cent. for one year, but can 
ss per cent. for a back year. 

r. Jones asked how long the present contract for coals extended. He had 
been told that the price would still further go up. 

The CHAIRMAN said their contract had now terminated, but they had a good 
stock of coals at the works, which he expected would carry them up to mid- 
summer. 

Mr. Jones: You are very fortunate then. 

Mr. Brasy seconded the motion, and asked whether some scheme could not be 
devised, by the sale of residaals, &c., to make up for the extra price paid for coal. 
He thought the people of Sheerness were highly favoured to get their gas at so 
cheap a rate. He suggested that if an increased consumption of gas could not be 
obtained to meet the increased cost of manufacture, the mains should be extended 
to Minster and other places, so as to carry out their powers underthe Act of Par- 
liament. He asked whether the retailing of coals would not be an advantage, as 
the company also had that power. 

Mr. Jones did not think it desirable that the company should enter into the 
retail coal trade. 

The Sxcretary said the directors had had the retail coal trade under their 
consideration, but in consequence of the bad state of the roadway it would not 
be advantageous to the shareholders. £300 or £400 would have to be laid out 
upon the road to made it fit for the passage of coal carts. He believed, however, 
if the road were made up, that the coals could be sold at lower prices than 
quoted at London, because the expenses were 10 per cent. lower. The price of gas 
was fixed at 4s. 6d. per 1000, and asthe public were receiving the benefit of that low 
price, their thanks were due to the company. He recently attended a meeting of 
representatives of different gas companies in London, when the prices as fixed by 
Act of Parliament were fully gone into, and it was shown that considering the 
increased cost of coals, the ro ought to have their maximum price for gas 
increased. Further action would be taken in the matter either in Parliament, 
the Board of Trade, or otherwise. 

Mr. Jonzs said: With regard to the intention of the representatives of the gas 
companies to appeal to the Board of Trade, it would not, he thought, be casteniel, 
as the board had no power to interfere in the matter. As regarded the trading 
in coal, he did not think it worth while to raise opposition in the town. He was 
apprehensive the next half year’s dividend would not realize the expectations of 
the directors. As the engineer of one of the largest of the metropolitan gas 
companies, he could inform the meeting that the question of the coal supply was 
becoming a serious matter with the directors of that company, who for a long 
time had had it under their consideration. The price had gone up lately 7s. to 
8s. per ton, and they were now expecting a further rise of 7s. or 8s. He must 
— the directors on the good dividend they had recommended to be 

eclared. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. A. FiuMer moved the declaration of a dividend of 9 per cent., which was 
seconded by Mr. Wricut, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the company would have the benefit next year 
of an increased price for the gas supplied to the dockyard. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected, and the proceedings termi- 
nated with votes of thanks to the directors and to the secretary. 





Proposep INTRopUcTION OF WATER-METERS IN AMERICAN CriTIEs.—The 
city authorities of Brooklyn are manifesting some apprehension regarding the 
enormous waste of water in that city. That avast and unnecessary drain is 
thus made upon the supply is fully evidenced by the fact that the amount now 
used averages 50 gallons per day for every individual of the population, and it 
is in view of the circumstance that the present yearly consumption would soon 
exceed the capacity of the reservoirs, now 40 million gallons, and necessitate 
the incurring of heavy additional indebtedness of the city, that the municipal 
government is seriously considering the introduction of water-meters. It is 
estimated that the expense of these appliances, extending their use into families, 
would be about 1,000,000 dols., and the yearly cost for repairs some 100,000 
dols. All manufacturing establishments in Brooklyn are metered at the -. 
sent time, and are paying at the rate of two cents. per 100 gallons. e 
notice that the Commissioner of City Works {makes reference to the fact 
that numbers of the water-meters now in use have cost, with their connexions, 
from 50 dols. to 70 dols. each. This sum, he justly believes, is unnecessarily 
high, and considers that suitable apparatus =: be obtained at less figures. The 
subject of introducing water-meters in New York has also been discussed for 
some time, and will eventually be adopted. It would be well for inventors to 


‘turn their attention to this matter, as there will be a large matket épened for 
‘ ‘entific Pmericin. 


cheap and efficient forms of water-meters one of these days.—Sc 
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CITY OF LONDON GAS ACT, 1868. 
Boarp or TRADE COMMISSION. 
First Srrtrsg—Tuvrspay, Marcn 27, 1873. 
{ Commissioners—F. S. Rertty, Esqg., Chairman ; Professor Ovtine, F.R.S.; 
and W. P. Parrison, Esq.) ; 

the commissioners appointed by the Board of Trade, under section 57 of 
che City of London Gas Act, 1868, held their first sitting in Committee Room G, 
House of Lords, this day. The 57th section provides that—‘ If in the month 
of January, 1871, or any subsequent year, application is made to the Board of 
Trade by any company, or by the corporation, for a revision of the scale of 
illuminating power and price, the Board of Trade shall appoint not less than 
two or more than three competent and impartial persons to be commissioners 
for the purpose, one of whom shall be a barrister-at-law, if required by either 
party.” Due notice was given by The Gaslight and Coke (Chartered) Com- 
oany in the month of January last, under the above section, and the appoint- 
ment of commissioners by the Board of Trade was made on Feb. 10. 

In pursuance of the request of the commissioners, a statement in writing of 
their case was submitted by the company, to which the Corporation of the 
City of London and the Metropolitan Board of Works filed counter-statements. 
Yhe statement of the company was as follows:— 

“Tue City or Lonpon Gas Act, 1808.” 
in the Matter of an Application to the Board of Trade under Section 57 of the above Act 
by The Gaslight and Coke Company for a Revision of the Scale of Illuminating 
Power and Price. 

The Western Gaslight Company, Limited, was amalgamated with The Gaslight and 
“oke Company as from the 30th of June, 1872, under the authority of an order of Her 
Majesty in Council, dated the 27th of November, 1872. 

2. The accounts of the company have been duly audited up to the 30th of June, 1872, 
vy the auditor appointed by the Board of Trade, but the audit to the 3lst of December, 
1872, is not yet complete. ae 

3. The capital of the companies paid up and expended, and entitled to a dividend of 
10 per eent. out of profit, amounted on the 30th of June, 1872, to £1,620,000, and by the 
3tst of December, 1873, will amount to £1,800,000. 

1. The paid-up capital of the company, as to which the company is entitled to create 
a0 insurance-fund equal to 1-20th of the whole, amounted on the 30th of June, 1872, to 
£2,.730,000, and by the 3lst of December, 1873, will amount to £3,150,000. 

5. Forthe respective half years ending the 30th of June, 1871, the 31st of December, 
1371, and the 30th of June, 1872, the companies have been able to pay a dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent. per annum ; and for the half year ending the 3lst of December, 1872, 
the company expects to pay a dividend at the same rate; but the company has not yet 
been able out of its profits to invest any moneys towards forming an insurance-fund. 

6. During the twelve months ending the 50th of June, 1872, the quantity of coal car- 
»onized by the companies was 475,000 tons, the cost of which was £404,000. During the 
s«me period, the sum realized by residual products was £140,400, and the number of 
cubic feet of gas sold was 3,843,114,000, and even supposing the consumption of gas not 
w be increased during the year 1873, the same quantity of coal will have to he carbonized. 

7. The company have already made contracts for their full estimated consumption of 
‘owl up to the 30th of September, 1873, and for a portion of their estimated consumption 
fom that date to the 3lst of December, 1873 ; and, according to the contracts so made, 
the same quantity—viz., 475,000 tons—will this year cost at least £598,000, the residual 
»roducts of which are estimated at £231,800. 

Estimate of Special Increase in Expenses for the Year 1873. 
[acreased cost of coal— 





1 Dec, 31, 1873, 475,000 tons, say. . 1 ew ele Ce «(+ 598,000 
Less residual products, say. o + + g) @ SBEC 
£366,200 
1» June 80, 1872, 475,000 toms, . . .« . « « « « + 404,000 
less residual products . . 2. . 2. . « « « « « 140,400 
: 263,600 
Votul increased cost of 475,000 toms . . . © © «© «© «© © «© « + « «+ £102,600 
To this must be added — 
hecconed Sewanee; 20 marae, «...) «sv 9: - 6 #2. iw “e - 15,800 
‘Special disbursements since Dec. 31, 1872, on account of stokers strike . . . 5,000 
Increase in cost of iron, fire-bricks, retorts, and other stores included under 


Seer SS tes es ot es 6 tt en, 5 || 
Interest (44 and 5 per cent.) on bonds issued, and preference capital called and 
to be called for use in this year oe we Te OR Fale oe es 6,000 


Total special increase in expenses so far as at present ascertained, and not in- 
eluding costs of thisinquiry. . . . . Teer eS. in 
$. The following sums would be required by the companies in accordance 

vith the Act of Parliament :— 

- To pay a dividend for the year 1873 at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum 
on the capital entitled thereto—viz., £1,800,000 . . .. . . . 172,700 
. To invest as an insurance-fund 1 per cent. on the paid-up capital—viz., 
89020 eee HTN OS's Lx 2 etwee 2 RD 


£343,800 
Less net profit for year to June 30, 1872. . . « « « 156,400 


Be ee ae eee . £187,400 

®. The estimated special increase in expenses as above shown wiil deprive the company 

of the power of paying the dividend or creating the insurance-fund authorized by Par- 

lisment unless the scale of illuminating power or price, or both, be revised, and the com+ 
vemy ask that the price msy be increased accordingly. 

‘0. An increase of Is. ))2r 1000 in the price would, on the consumption existing on 
the 50th of June, 1872, produce £192,155 14s. 

11. [f in the interests of the public it is thought advisable that the revision should 
include also a decrease of the illuminating power, the company are willing that the same 
should be revised accordingly. Signed on behalf of the company, 

Feb, 28, 1873. JoHN ORWELL PHILLIPs, Secretary. 

The company also submitted the following “ Amended statement, based upon 
theie working operations to Dec. 31, 1872” :— 

“Tse City or Lonpow Gas Act, 1863.” 

'n the Matter of an Application to the Board of Trade under Section 57 of the above Act 
by The Gaslight and Coke Company fora Revision of the Scale of Illuminating 
Power and Price. 

|. Under the authority of an order of Her Majesty in Council, dated the 27th of 
‘vember, 1872, the Western Gaslight Company, Limited, was amalgamated with The 
\t«slight and Coke Company, as from the 30th of June, 1872. 

2. The accounts of the company have been duly audited up to the 31st of December, 
1372, by the auditor appointed by the Board of Trade. 

*. The ordinary share capital paid up and expended, and entitled toa dividend of 
\0 per cent. out of profit, amounted on the 3lst of December, 1872, to £1,640,000, and by 
the 31st of December, 1873, will be fully paid up, and will amount to £1,800,000. 

‘. The paid-up share capital of every b mon Sy as to which the company is entitled 
” create an insurance-fund equal to 1-20th of the whole, amounted on the 31st of 
perember, 1872, to £2,750,000, “and by the 31st of December, 1873, will amount to 

*. For the respective half years ending the 30th of June, 1871, the 3lst of December, 
1871, and the 30th of June, 1872, the companies have been able to pay a dividend at the 
‘ste of 10 per cent. per annum; but the company has not yet been able out of its profits 
‘ lavest any moneys towards forming an insurance-fund. 

3. During the twelve months ending the 3lst of December, 1872, the quantity of coal 
csrbonized by the companies was 481,300 tons, the cost of which was £448,800. During 
tha same period, the sum realized by residual products was £175,800, and the number of 
«bic feet of gas sold was 3,789,293,000, and even supposing the consumption of gas not 
to be increased during the year 1873, the same quantity of coal will havejto be carbonized. 

*. The company have already made contracts for their full esti sok consumption of 
coal = to the By ee oars. and, ding to the tracts so made, the same 
{uantity—vis., ‘ ms—will this year cost i 
AP which ane eshimated at £250/000, y at least £608,000, the residual products 


t 








Estimate of Special Increase in Expenses for the Year 1873. 
Increased cost of coal— 


To Dec, 31, 1873, say 481,300 toms. . . . . . . . . £608,000 
Less residual products, say. . . . . . =... . 250,000 
———_ £358,000 
To Dec. $31, 1872, 481,800toms. . . . . . . . « . £448,800 
Less residual products. . . . . «+ «© w « « 176,800 
—— 273,000 
Total increased cost of 481,300 tons . . . . 6 6 ew ew eet ww «| 85,000 
To this must be added— 
Redwenee Ta ween, SOperemms. . kw sw 8 tt ww wt oe - « 17,800 
Special disbursements since Dec. 31, 1872, en account of stokers strike . . 5,000 
Increase in cost of iron, fire-bricks, retorts, and other stores iticluded under 
Re ORRIN GNRR: 46) So 555 > TR 6's eta S «:% & ete’ « i” Oe 
Interest (44 and 5 per cent.) on bonds issued, and preference capital called and 
ND eee ee ee ee ° 6,000 
Total special increase in expenses so far as at present ascertained, and not in- 
Gating covet Unis tijuity) . ww tt ww lt tt lg 8 tt 0 OD 
8. The following sums would be required by the companies in accordance 
with the Act of Parliament :— 
1. To pay a dividend for the year 1873 at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum 
on the capital entitled thereto—viz,, £1,800,000 . . . . . . 172,700 
2. To invest as an insurance-fund 1 per cent. ov the paid-up capital—viz., 
£3,150,000 . . . ar tee ae Sarees 
£328,800 
Less net profit for year to Dec. 31,1872 . . . . « « 111,816 
Totalsum required .... . . £217,284 


9. The estimated special increase in expenses as above shown will deprive the com- 

y of the power of paying the dividend or creating the insurance-fund authorized by 

arliament unless the scale of illuminating power or price, or both, be revised, and the 
company ask that the price may be increased accordingly. 

10. An increase of 1s. 2d. per 1000 in the price would, on the consumption existing on 
the 3lst of December, 1872, produce £221,042. 

11, If in the interests of the public it is thought advisable that the revision should in- 
clude also a decrease of the illuminating power, the company are willing that the same 
should be revised accordingly. Signed on behalf of the company, 

Feb. 28, 1873. JouNn ORWELL PHILLIPs, Secretary. 

The statement of the corporation was:— 

In answer to the statement submitted by The Gaslight and Coke Company to the 
commissioners appointed by the Board of Trade under section 57 of the City of London 
Gas Act, 1868, the Corporation of London say that they do not admit any of the allega- 
tions contained in the said statement, and they submit to the commissioners that there 
ought not to be any increase of the price, or decrease in the illuminating power, of the 
gas supplied by the company to the City of London. 

Guildhall, March 20, 1873. T. J. Newson, City Solicitor. 

The statement of the Metropolitan Board was:— 

Statement of Grounds and Objections intended to be urged before the Commissioners on 
the part of the Metropolitan Board of Works, against the said Application of the 
said Gaslight and Coke Company. 

1. That the said Gaslight and Coke Company are not entitled to a minimum dividend 
of £10 per cent. per annum out of profit on the ordinary share capital of the company, 
unless the profits are sufficient to pay such dividend at the scale of illuminating power 
and price authorized by the said statute. 

2. That the company is not entitled to create an insurance-fund, as in the 4th para- 
graph of their statement mentioned, unless the profits are more than sufficient to pay a 
dividend of £10 per cent. per annum at the scale of illuminating power and price autho- 
rized by the said statute. 

3. That the ordinary share capital of the company is unnecessarily large. 

4. That the ordinary share capital of the company, or some part thereof, and in par- 
ticular the part raised since the ing of the said statute by the creation of new 
shares, has been raised improvidently and in a manner unfair to the gas consumers. 

5. That the company incurred wasteful and unnecessary expenditure by the manner 
in which their works were erected at Beckton, and otherwise in respect of the removal 
of their works from London. 

6. That the ordinary expenditure of the company is excessive. 

7. That the company have from time to time lost large sums of money by accidents 
which have occurred in consequence of the negligence of the company. 

8. That the quantity of coal carbonized has been and is excessive, having regard to 
the consumption of Re and the sum realized by residual products, with due care and 
m ement, could have been and can be largely increased. 

9. That the contracts for coal in paragraph 7 of the company’s statement mentioned 
are improvident. 

10. That the estimate of special increase in expenses for the year 1873, set out in the 
same paragraph, are extravagant, and that certain of the items, and in particular the 
item £5000 “ for special disbursements since Dec. 31, 1872, on account of stokers strike,” 
ought not to be taken into consideration by the commissioners. 

1l. That the ordinary working of the company is not conducted with due care and 


eT. 
12. That the company in its various amalgamations might by more careful and provi- 
dent arrangements have effected greater saving and economy. 

13, That under no circumstances should the company be allowed to decrease the 
illuminating power. 

14. That for the above and other reasons, the Metropolitan Board of Works contend 
that the company is not entitled to a revision of the scale of illuminating power or price. 

Signed, by order of the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
Spring Gardens, March 17, 1873. J. E. Wakerrecp, Clerk of the Board. 


Serjeant Sarcoop and Mr. Warp appeared on behalf of The Gaslight and 
Coke Company; Mr. Pore, Q.C., and ir. Gotpney for the Corporation; and 
Mr. H. J. Brron for the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

The CHArRMAN, baving read the commission, stated that in addition to the 

statements delivered in by the parties, a memorial by gas consumers 
the district supplied by the company had been sent to the Board of Trade, aud 
forwarded by them to the commissioners. No application had been made that 
ony, one should appear in support of the memorial. 
{| jMr. Pore said if the statement of the company was referred to, the present 
inquiry might be somewhat narrowed in its scope. Under the Act of Parlia- 
ment the commissioners were empowered to inquire not merely into the ques- 
tion of the price of gas, but also the question of illuminating power; but the 
company did not ask for any reduction in the latter. In the 9th paragraph 
they asked that the price might be increased, but with regard to illuminating 
power they merely stated in the 11th paragraph that if, in the interest of the 
public, it was thought ‘desirable that the revision should include also a 
decrease of illuminating power, they were willing the same should be revised 
accordingly. His learned friend, who with him represented the corporation, 
and also the learned counsel representing the Metropolitan Board, having con- 
sidered this matter, were unanimously of opinion that it was not for the interest of 
the public that the illuminating power should be interfered with. Such being 
their view, he ventured to suggest that on the statement of the company the 
real and only question to be discussed was the question of price. Therefore, 
he submitted that it would narrow the inquiry to say that the question 
between the parties related solely to ap increase of price, leaving the illumi- 
nating power as it is, 

Serjeant Sarcoop: The Board of Trade will take that view. 

Mr. Porr: We are unanimous in the matter. 

Mr. Brron: We discussed the matter between ourselves, and on the part of 
the Metropolitan Board of Works I may say that we take that view. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said he could accept his friend's proposition with one 
modification, and that was with regard to the question of cannel gas. As the 
commissioners no doubt were aware, the illuminating power of cannel was 
very high, and it might be advantageous slightly to modify it. He fia not, 


therefore, waive his right to urge that point upon their consideration; but with 
regard to common gas, which was what they were all interested in, the com- 
pany did not desire to have the quality of that lowered, and: therefore it 
resolved itself so far into a question of figures. 
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Mr. Pork said in the City of London they had nothing to do with cannel gas, 
and therefore, as far as the City was concerned, his friend and he were at one. 
Serjeant Sarcoop, in opening the case for the gas company, referred to their 
“amended ” statement, which he said ought rather to be regarded as a supple- 
mentary one. The original statement was that upon which they proposed to 
go, and he would give the commissioners his reasons. The first statement was 
founded upon accounts made up to.the end of June, 1872, because at the time 
it was made the accounts to the end of that year had not been audited. It was 
not, however, thought fair or <just to keep the commissioners in the dark with 
respect to the results of the last half year’s working, and therefure the supple- 
mentaty statement was laid before them, but for all practical purposes of the 
inquiry he should — upon the original statement. Of course, the affairs 
of the latter half of 1872 had been to some extent overshadowed by the cloud 
from which the company were attempting to escape, and the effects of which 
had been disastrous upon them to some extent: They could not, however, ask 
the commissioners in a revision of price to have regard to their past history, 
and to recoup them an existing loss, and therefore it would not be fair to press 
into their service the disasters of a portion of last year. At the same time the 
statement was before the commissioners, in order that all the facts might be in 
the hands of every one interested in seeing them, but for all practical purposes 
the — statement was that upon which the inquiry would proceed. The 
learned counsel then rapidly sketched the history of the company from the 
period when it obtained ‘its original charter to the present time, dwelling more 
particularly on the legislation of 1860, and the parliamentary inquiries of 1867 
and 1868, which led to the passing of the City of London Gas Aet. This Act, 
he said, which was acquiesced in by the company under the pressure 7s upon 
them by Mr. Cardwell’s committee, secured to the Corporation of London, 
within a limited time, the right of purchase if they chose-to exercise it, which 
they did not. It next provided the means for carrying out that which the com- 
mittee laid great stress upon—viz., the amalgamation of the companies in the 
interests of the public, provisions which the Chartered Company availed them- 
selves of shortly afterwards by absorbing the undertakings of the City of 
London and Great Central Companies into their own, and subsequently effect- 
ing similar arrangements with the Victoria Dock, Equitable, and Western Gas 
Companies. The company had therefore carried out to as large an extent as 
possible at present the object of the committee, and he thought he might say 
without betraying confidence that they contemplated still further amalgama- 
tions, The Act of 1868, which imposed heavy responsibilities upon the com- 
pany with regard to the price and the illuminating power of the gas supplied 
them, regulated the amount of profits which should be divided among their 
shareholders, and provided that when the profits exceeded the rate to which 
the dividends were limited the excess, to the extent of 1 per cent., should be 
invested to form an insurance-fund. Portions of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, 
were repealed, and a new system of regulation was introduced in reference to 
the supply of gas, having regard to the interests of the consumers, The Board 
of Trade were empowered to appoint referees for the purpose of examining into 
and certifying the mode for testing the quality of the gas, and these provisions 
were followed by others, to which attention would be particularly directed in 
the course of this inquiry. By clause 55 a power was given to the Board of 
Trade, on the recommendation of the gas referees, and with the consent of the 
company and the corporation, to reduce the power and price of the gas, and 
clause 57 gave the power to seek for a revision under the provisions of which 
the present inquiry was directed. Either party had the right to ask for a revi- 
sion, and the process by which the commissioners were to determine the ques- 
tion was laid down in clause 68. 

In fixing the illuminating power and price for any company for any year, the com- 
missioners shall observe the following rules :— 

1. They shall tix such an illuminating power and such a price as shal) be calculated to 
yield to the company with due care and management a dividend in that year (after 
allowing for the excess or surplus, if any, carried in the then last preceding year to the 
eredit of the divisible profit, and to the insurance-fund of the company) attaining as 
near as may be, but in no case exceeding, the rate of ten pounds per centum per annum, 
and to make up the insurance-fund authorized by this Act to be made up. 

2. They shall take into account any saving or economy which they shall be of opinion 
might have been effected by amalgamation of the companies or any of them. 

8. They shall net fix in any case an illuminating power lower, or a price higher than 
* — of illuminating power and maximum of price prescribed by the Act 
0 le 

4. Subject to the foregoing provisions, they shall fix the illuminating power as high, 

and the price as low, as circumstances admit. 
He (Serjeant Sargood) was anxious to place stress npon the first portion of this 
section. He did not say that it was in itself an excuse for a company to come 
before the commissioners and ask for a revision of price, in order that they 
might gain 10 per cent. where they had only been gaining 5 per cent. If there 
were no circumstances which placed a preascre upon them from which they 
might fairly and justly ask to be relieved, although the openness with which 
the clause was written, and the absence of any condition as to the mode of 
revision, might almost encourage his boldness in putting it in that shape, he 
thought they would hardly be justified in asking for help. But fortunately 
they were not there to urge that view at all, because it was on ac- 
count of special circumstances alone that they were compelled to ask for a 
revision. By the terms of the second condition the commissioners were bound 
to tuke into account any saving which an amalgamation would have effected; 
but this company were not obnoxious to any reproach on this head, because, as 
as he had already stated, they had amalgamated five large companies with their 
own. In that branch of industry he thought he might be excused for saying 
that between 1868 and 1872 they had been unremitting in their attention. As 
to the third condition, the company did not ask for a lower illuminating power 
ora higher price than the minimum and maximum respectively prescribed by 
the Act of 1860. 

Mr. Pore said he should like to know what his learned friend’s construction 
of the third subsection amounted to on this point. 

Serjeant Sancoop said this was not a part of the clause upon which he was 
going to rely, but he might say that the maximum was 5s. 6d. for common and 
7s. 6d. for cannel gas. Subject to the provisions he had read, the commissioners 
were to fix the illuminating power as high and the price as low as circumstances 
admitted. But again he said, and he hoped he might be excused for pressing it 
in the interests of his clients, their governing principle was to be that they were 
to meddle with these questions of power and price, so as to give the company, 
with due care and management, their dividend of 10 per cent., and their 
insurance-fund of 1 per cent. The company did not come before the commis- 
sioners asa poor struggling company, which being entitled to make 10 per cent. 
had hitherto, from want of experience or due management, been able only to 
earn 5 per cent., and, therefore, asked for help to enable them to make more. 
They came forward as a public company, which as the result of due care and 
management, and by the economy they had accomplished as the result of 
amalgamation, had been enabled to make 10 per cent., but who now found 
themselves, by a sudden commercial catastrophe, which stared them in the face, 
utterly unable in the present year, without the assistance of the commissioners, 
to do justice to their shareholders while fulfilling their duty to the public. The 
Act of 1868, under which they applied, was an Act framed for the advantage of 
the public, and it contained the most careful safeguards in the public interests, 
and it was accepted by the company only because they believed in the sincerity 
and honesty of purpose of Mr. Cardwell, that they should not suffer by the 
concessions which they then made, but should find, when an emergency 
happened, that the tribunal it instituted for revising the price of gas would be 
equally ready to listen to the representations of the manufacturers as to those 





of the consumers if they found it necessary to ask for an increase therein. 
This company had made their statutory dividends: heretofore by their 
industry, although they had not been able to make up their insurance-fund, 
but now they saw themselves threatened with the loss of dividend to so serious 
an extent, that the directors felt they would be utterly and absolutely negligent 
of their obvious: duty to their shareholders if they did not take this initiative 
step—the only one open to them under the Act of Parliament—to protect the 
interests of trose whom they were bound to consider. The case of the 
company had been laid before the commissioners, and he (Serjeant Sargood) 
would now draw attention to it. After referring to the authority under 
which the commissioners sat, it stated that the company’s accounts had been 
audited up to the month of June, 1872—the audit for December not being 
completed. They took, therefore, the first half year as the basis of their 
calculations, because they thought it would be unfair to the consumers to 
talk of their losses in the latter half—the commission could not help them 
with respect to those. In making out their calculations, the company had not 
gone on any speculative inquiry as to what the consumption or carbonization” 
of coal in the current year might be—it would be idle to do that—but they 
took the amount of business done in the last year, and they showed from the 
audited accounts, which were beyond dispute, the amount carbonized, its cost, 
and the value of the residual products. They then showed that, assuming they 
supplied no more gas and used no more coal in the present year, the advance 
in the price of that material would put them to so much extra expense. They 
then pointed out the items of special expense which had fallen upon them in 
consequence of the strike and other incidents, and showed that, in the result, 
they would be the losers of so many thousands of pounds this year, even with 
the same consumption of coal. Then they showed the amount recuired to pay 
their accustomed dividend, and they submitted that a fair case was made out 
for obtaining in the current year at least some relief by a rise in the price of 
gas. This document was not put forward in the shape of a claim; it was 
simply a statement of facts and figures for the guidance of the commissioners, 
and, if further data were required, they would be forthcoming.- In paragraph 
8, they stated that—‘ The ordinary share capital paid up and expended and 
entitled to a dividend of 10 per cent. out of profit amounted, on June 30, 1872, 
to £1,620,000.” Then they stated that, “ by December, 1873, there will be far- 
ther sums paid up, which will make the capital amount to £1,800,000;" but 
they were careful to distinguish between the problem of the future and the 
existing experience of the present. They gave the facts in order that the 
commissioners might deal with them, but they pointed out where the figures 
were vouched under the present audit, and where they were speculative as to 
the future. In the next paragraph they stated they had not yet been able out 
of profits to invest anything towards forming an insurance-fund, but they 
could not well say that the emergencies of the last year had wholly prevented 
them from doing so. He (Serjeant Sargood) might, however, state that the 
audit for the second half of 1872 being now complete, it was doubtful whether 
the company would be able even to pay their full dividend for that period. 
They began to feel the pressure as early as October last, but of that he should 
not complain, because as the commissioners conld not rectify it, it need not be 
enlarged upon. At the same time he might state that in taking over the Wes- 
tern Company they found them fortunately with a full purse, and, although 
they had no insurance-fund of their own, the Western Company brought them 
a dowry in the shape of ready money, which was applicable in their circum- 
stances tothe payment of dividend, and would help them materially in that 
respect. These were matters of detail which hardly formed part of the present 
inquiry. The company proceeded in their statement to give the quantity of coals 
carbonized in the engeer year, their cost, and the value of the residual products; 
and they stated that, taking the same consumption for the present year at the 
cost for which they had. contracted to be supplied, the additional cost of the 
raw material alone would he £102,600. If this fact stood alone would it net 
be a strong excuse for the company to ask for a revision of the price of gas? 
Then, with regard to wages, they showed that there had been an increase of at 
least 10 per cent., which represented an aggregate additional expense of $15,800, 
and to this there was to be added special disbursements on account of the stokers 
strike, since Dec. 31, 1872, of £5. He would not anticipate what might be said 
by his learned friends about that, he would only remark that wages might 
continue to rise and special expenses of this kind be repeated. This was not 
a loss in the ordinary course of trade; it was not a loss from want of industry 
and care and due management—it was one of those special losses in which the 
company, carrying on trade in partnership for the public, asked that the public 
should bear their proportionate share. Then there was a large increase in the 
cost of iron, fire-bricks, retorts, &c., included under the head of wear and tear, 
upon which there was a difference of £10,200. Interest to the amount of £6000 
had also to be provided on fresh bonds, so that the total special increase in 
expenses to which the company would be put in the course of its manufacture 
of gas during the present year was nearly £140,000. It required, as was shown 
by the statement, £172,000 to pay the eompany’s statutory dividend. Hitherto 
they had been able to do this and no more, and now they were to lose £140,000 
by the special expenditure of this year. What more, with these figures before 
them, need be said? He was going to ask what could their opponents say to a 
company working for their bevefit—bound to work for them, though they were 
not bound to trade with the company—who came before this tribunal and 
asked, in the interests of justice, that they might have such a revision of the 
price of gas as would protect them against the enormous, unexampled, undue 
pressure which would fall upon them during the current twelve months. What 
did the corporation say? “Everything you say is untrue,” “Everything you 
ask for you don’t deserve.” In saying that they simply meant, “If what you 
say is true, prove it, and when you have proved it the jury will consider what 
you deserve.” The general issue was very fairly raised in that way; the 
corporation were bound to admit nothing, and he (Serjeant Sargood) was sure 
of this, from his experience of the corporation and Mr. Nelson, their. solicitor, 
they meant nothing but what was fair. The Corporation of the City of 
London, as a public body would be the last persons in the world to ask 
that the gas company whom he represented, and which had done so much 
for the City of London, should be victimized by the course of events, if 
they could make out a fair honest case for relief, even though the con- 
sumers had to pay for it. The Metropolitan Board of Works were more 
elaborate in their counter-statement, which was a bit of special pleading— 
special, general and not particular in some instances. First they said that the 
company were not entitled toa minimum dividend of 10 percent. Ten per cent. 
was the maximum dividend—perhaps there was a covert piece of satire in this 
—“ unless the profits are sufficient to pay such dividend at the scale of illumi- 
nating power and price authorized by the said statute.” How could such a 
statement be justified when the commission had been appointed under the Act 
for altering the illuminating power and price if it should be thought fit, and 
to alter it in such a way as that the company, with due care and management, 
might be able to make their 10 per cent. The next paragraph was of the 
same character, because the Act provided that the revision of price should 
have reference as well to the creation of the insurance-fund as the payment of 
the dividend. As to the assertion in the third paragraph, that the share 
capital of the company was unnecessarily large, he did not suppose the com- 
missioners would sit in judgment upon that, or, if they did, he would venture 
to remind them that this matter had been decided by a superior power. ‘The 
Act of Parliament decided what the capital should be, and the Metropolitan 
Board were heard in opposition to the company’s application for it when it 
was made, Then they said that the capital, especially the new share capital, 
had been improvidenty raised—an affirmative issue which they would prove 
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if they could—and all he would say upon the point was that some portion of 
this capital was raised by 5 per cent. preference shares, upon a portion of 
which.a bonus was obtained, which had gone inte the coffers of the company 
in relief of the public. Except as having regard to the terms in the Act, “ due 
care and management,” this was not an issue which the commissioners could 
entertain. Under their Act, the company could raise their capital as they 
pleased, and no one had a right to take objection to {t. Then the board 
alleged “ wasteful and extravagant expenditure” by the company in the 
removal of their works to Beckton. One of the strongest things that was urged 
when the company were before Parliament was the desire to get their works 
out of London, in consequence of the danger and nuisance alleged to arise from 
them, and the benefit to the metropolis of such a removal did not require a 
moment’s comment. The expenditure incurred for that purpose was an ex- 
penditure expressly sanctioned by Parliament, and upon the principle of this 
and its probable cost the board had the fullest opportunity to be heard, 
What right had they now to raise the question, and to say that it was an 
improvident proceeding, or that it had cost too much, when they themselves 
discussed the whole point, and Parliament sanctioned the removal and fixed 
the amount of the additional capital the company should raise for the purpose. 
Their next allegations, that the general expenditure of the company was ex- 
cessive, and that the company had lost large sums of money through accidents 
caused by their own negligence, were general allegations which the board 
would have to prove if they could. As to the following charge, that the quan- 
tity of coal carbonized was excessive, having regard to the consumption of gas, 
and that the residual products ought to have realized more, it was a general 
traverse which nobody could understand. They said that the company had 
bought their coals improvidently. Let them prove it ifthey could. He did 
not velieve that this company’s purchases would compare disadvantageously 
with those made by other companies; but of that the commissioners would 
judge. The company thought they were very lucky to get them at the price. 
The board further alleged that the company’s estimate of special increase in ex- 
penses for this year was extravagant. The company, having to buy coal and make 
gas, were not likely to pay one shilling more than necessary, and the board 
laust prove where the extravagance existed. They said that the special 
disbursements since Dec. 31, 1872, on account of stokers strike ought not to 
be taken into consideration. Why not? What did it matter whether 
workmen by their strike compelled the company to pay £5000 more to them in 
the shape of wages, or whether they put them to £5000 expense by going away 
and refusing to work at all? It was an increased expenditure thrown upon 
the company in the discharge of their duty to the public to the detriment of 
the profit they were entitled to make, and it arose from no culpable negligence 
or want of care on their part. The next allegation, that the ordinary working 
of the company was not conducted with due care and management, was the 
general issue. They complained next that the company in their various amal- 
gamations might by more careful and provident arrangements have effected 
greater saving and economy. He did not know whether the Metropolitan 
Board represented the interests of any of the companies that were amal- 
gamated, but it was a curious thing for them to come forward and say that this 
compauy might have put a greater pressure on the companies with which they 
amalgamated, and thus have obtained better terms with them. He could quite 
understand, if other companies were bound to amalgamate with them, they 
miglt be able to put the screw upon them, but he had yet to learn that where 
it was a voluntary act between two companies, anything beyond due care and 
management and consideration on the part of the absorbing company, could be 
required of them. Parliament never desired that this company should effect 
amalgamations at the risk and peril and to the detriment of the company 
which became amalgamated, but that every such amalgamation should be 
effected on a fair, honest, and upright basis, having due regard to the interests 
of the shareholders, and so that by means of the amalgamation the business of 
the joint undertaking should be conducted at an economy of expense. He 
could not imagine that the commissioners would listen for an instant to the 
suggestion that undue pressure should be put upon an amalgamating company, 
if they found that the process of amalgamation was advantageous, and that this 
company bad fairly carried out and effected the results which were intended 
to arise from them. And it must be remembered that all the schemes for 
amalgamation were submitted to and subject to the approval of the Board of 
Trade, and that the Metropolitan Board were entitled to be heard upon them. 
It was idle, therefore, for the Metropolitan Board now to talk about these 
schemes being improvident, and he (Serjeant Sargood) thought the com- 
missioners would be the last ro to arrogate to themselves the right to sit 
in judgment upon what the Board of Trade had done, after the parties on the 
other side had been heard. The Metropolitan Board wound up their statement 
with a general flash in the pan, for it was nothing else, “ that under no cir- 
cumstances should the company be allowed to decrease the illuminating 
power.” ‘This was traversing the Act, which said, that if the commissioners 
considered the circumstances justified it, they might lower the standard of 
illuminating power. Whether the company pressed for it or not was altogether 
beyond the question. The principle involved in the clause was an unsound 
one. The sum and substance of the whole case was this:—The company 
accepted the Act of 1868, taking the advantages it gave in exchange for the 
obligations it imposed. They now asked to have that Act fairly and honestly 
carried out; he did not say honestly as regarded themselves, but as. regarded 
their position. They asked the commissioners to see tat that Act did justice to 
them while it did justice to the other side. Under the administration of the 
Act the company had gained some only of the advantages it offered. They had 
gained during a portion of the subsequent period their 10 per cent., but they 
had not accumulated their insurance-fund. Circumstances had now occurred 
which not only prevented that, but nearly destroyed all their benefits, and they 
thought the time had come at which they were entitied to ask that the price 
of gas should be so revised as to enable them to gain that which the Legislature 
offered to them as the price of their acceptance of the obligations in favour of 
the consumers which they thought were oppressively put upon them, but 
which they willingly undertook, and had honestly borne and endeavoured to 
carry out. It was ouly by due care and management they could ever hope to 
fet 10 per cent., and he need not say that under the pressure of the Act, the 
amalgamations they had effected, and the expenses incurred, it was not likely 
they would instantly get it, but until their disasters overtook them they did 
obiain it. They now asked that they might not be deprived of it when a 
crisis had arrived, but that they might have the protection which the Act 
se to them upon an investigation of the circumstances in which they were 
aced. 

_The Catrnman said before any of the witnesses were examined he wished to 
direct attention to one point in the company’sstatement, which seemed to involve 
2 question of the construction ofthe Act. In paragraph 3, they suggested that they 
Were entitled to look for a dividend of 10 per cent. on the amount of capital which 
would be paid up by the end of this year. It seemed rather important that 
they should understand exactly how that stood. The 25th section of the Act 
of 1868 seemed to prescribe what was the capital upon which the 10 per cent. 
Should be reckoned for this year. “The profits of each company to be divided 
among the shareholders in any year shall not exceed the rate of £10 per centum 
per annum on the share capital of the company authorized by Parliament, and 
paid up and expended on the undertaking.” These three elements entered into 


the matter—it must be authorized by Parliament,2paid up, and expended. Was 
not the result therefore this—the application was to be made in the month of 
January, and the position of things must be taken as on the Ist of that month? 
Could the commissioners, in calculating the 10 percent. on the capital for the 





year 1873, look tb any state of the capital, except that which existed immediately 
before the Ist of January, 1873? 

Serjeant Sarcoop said he saw exactly what the chairman meant. It would 
make a practical difference of £180,000. 

The CHarrMaAN said the point should be considered, as it must be attended to 
ultimately, but he did not want an opinion given upon it then. 

Mr. Frederic John Evans, examined by Mr, Warp. 

I am a director of the Chartered Gas Company, and was for 20 or 30 years 
their principal engineer. I was also one of the gas referees under the City, of 
London Gas Act, 1868. I am well acquainted with the provisions of tnat Ket 
The illuminating power of the common gas supplied by the Chartered 
Company under tht Act is 16 candles, and the price 3s. 9d. per 1000 ¢ubic 
feet. The price of cannel gas is regulated in proportion to the number of 
candles. The illumicating power of cannel gas is 23 candlrz;“and the 
price 5s. 5d. 1 have here a copy of the scheme under which the Western 
Company was amalgamated with the Chartered. It was approved by the 
Board of Trade, and confirmed by an Order in Council. The statement 
referred to by Serjeant Sargood is based on the aecounts of our com- 
pany for the year ending in June last. The reason for adopting them was that 
the accounts for the half year ending in December were not made up and audited 
in time for this inquiry. The accounts to June were public property at the 
time. The Western Company's accounts previous to the amalgamation were 
made up to theend of June. Our accounts are audited by an auditor appointed 
by the Board of Trade, under the Act of 1868; we have also our own auditors. 
The Government auditor certified the accounts to the end of June last. Under 
the Act of 1868 we are entitled to 10 per cent.dividend upon our ordinary capital, 
which at the present time amounts to £1,640,000. 

The Cuarran said it would be convenient to know upon which statement 
the company proceeded. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said they proceeded on the one made up to June, 1872; 
for this reason, that that was an accurate statement prepared from the audited 
accounts, and showed the state of facts as not affected by existing prices. Since 
the month of October these prices had affected the company, more or less, and 
it was felt that it would not be fair to press into their service any loss which 
they sustained during the last three months of the year. 

Examination continued: For the half years ending June, 1871; Dec. 1871; 
and June, 1872, the company paid 10 per cent. on their ordinary capital. Withio 
the last three months the price of coal has to my knowledge risen very much 
indeed. The company first began to feel the effects of the advance in coals 
about this time last year. I am aware of the circumstances connected with the 
amalgamation of the Western Company. They brought over an undivided 
balance of profit with them of £30,000. The cost of our Newcastle coal during 
the year ending June, 1872, was £404,000. I have not the price per ton. 

The CHAtRMAN said he thought this was a tedious, and not very clear, way 
of getting the figures proved. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said it would be convenient if his friend took the state- 
ment, and let Mr. Evans prove it as matter of evidence, and then the other side 
could cross-examine upon it. 

Mr. Porr thought they should endeavour to get a sort of debtor and creditor 
statement, showing cost of production, &c., and let them know how much coal 
they would require for the present year, and what they would have to pay for it. 

Serjeant Sarcoop wished it to be assumed that the company would not 
want more than last year, and they had the figures verified for that. 

Mr. Pore said, from the information furnished to him, he made out that if the 
consumption of the half year ending June, 1872, were doubled the company 
would require 375,000 tons, but they charged here the increase of price on 
475,000 tons. Why? Because by their own statement, though they proposed 
to charge that, they did not give credit for any more gas. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said they did not put down 475,000 tons more. 

Mr. Pore: 100,000 tons more. 

Serjeant Sancoop: We say that up to June, 1872, for the twelve months, we 
consumed a certain quantity of coal. Assume that from the rise of price the 
consumption of gas is checked, and we do not require more coal this year; we 
show vou what it will cost this year. 

Mr. Pore: The statement alleges that during the year 1873 the company is 
likely to consume 475,000 tons of coal, on which they charge an increased price 
over its cost forthe year 1872. But when I turn to the only information I have 
by which to check that calculation—the accounts which they have themselves 
furnished—I find that the quantity of common coal consumed during the half 
year ending June, 1872, was 181,619 tons, and I double that for the whole year. 

The Cuarrman asked that the commissioners might be furnished with copies 
of that half year’s account. They had them for the previous and the following 
half years. 

Serjeant SarGoop said they shoald be supplied. He thought the shortest 
way of proceeding would be for the company to go through with and prove 
their facts. If the other side thought the consumption for the half year ending 
in June was inconsistent with some statement for another half year, that was a 
matter which could be inquired into. It would all come straight, no doubt, but 
at present he could not interpret what the difficulty would be. If Mr. Evans 
went through the statement, and vouched the ore A of the facts, his learned 
friends could, if they thought proper, impeach them in cross-examination. 

The Cuatrman: I should have thought it would be sufficient to put the 
statement into his hands, and let him verify them. 

Examination continued: I have read the statement put in by the company, 
made up to the end of June, 1872, and am prepared to state that it is accurate. 
The accountant is here, and will give any details that may be required, 

The CHarrMAN: If you prove the accounts of the company for the half 
year ending June, 1872, and those ending Dec., 1871, we shall bave all the 
materials. 

Mr. Pope: I cannot cross-examine ualess I have full information. I cannot 
form a judgment with respect to the accounts unless I have the same details as 
to the mber half year that I have for the previous half. 

The CHarInmMAN: Have they not been published ? 

Mr. NEtson (City Solicitor): They have been given to you but not to us. 

Mr. Pore: I cannot go on without them. I have the accounts for June, 1872, 
and I want those for the previous and for the succeeding half years, I want 
those for the half year euding Dec., 1872, because the commissioners are to fix 
a price as from the Ist of January, 1873. How do Iknow but that things may 
be altered. [Acopy of these accounts was handed to the learned counsel. | 
Now, I refer to these accounts for Dec., 1872. ‘No. 9. Statement of coals used, 
&c., during the half year—common coal, 187,337 tons.” Add that to the con- 
sumption during the half year ending in June, 181,619, and you have the total 
consumption of the year 368,956, instead of 457,000 tons. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: You have left out the cannel. 

Mr. Pore: 55,000 and 20,000—i. e., 75,000 tons. 

Mr. Warp: And also the consumption of the Western Company during the 
first half year. 

The CuarrMan: Ought not the account to be kept quite distinct ? 

Mr. Pore: Of course it should. 

The CuHatrman: Because the illuminating power is different, and the price 
is different. 

Mr. Pore: They are totally different. It may be that you will have to 
increase the price of common gas, or vice versd, asthe case may be. That will 
be a matter for you to consider. 

The Cuatrman: Do you not think. it would be better for you to proceed on 
what you call the supplemental statement, or the amended statement, for cer- 
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tainly for some purposes the commissioners must look to the state of things as 
it existed on the 3lst of December, 1872; therefore it will be better for all pur- 
poses to take that statement. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said there was this difficulty in doing so, that they had 
framed their case upon the experience of the year ending in June, unembar- 
rassed by any of the casualties which had brought them there. In order to 
show the fair effect of those casualties upon them in the current year, as dis- 
tinguished from a year antecedent and untouched by them, they had put in 
the second statement, so that. the commissioners might have all the informa- 

before them; but, for the purposes of their application, the company 
founded nothing upon. those disasters, and they did not wish to make their 
caselook worse by calling them in aid, He admitted that for some purposes 
the @ommission would have to inquire into certain of those facts, but he did 
not edaiiow he could well change the case as he had opened it; in fact, to do 
so he shold have to reconsider the whole of the figures. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that the exceptional items might be left out of the 
consideration. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said they affected every class of figures. 

Mr, Pore said the commissioners had to fix a price which, with due care and 
management, would allow the company a dividend of 10 per cent. Turning to 
the report attached to their last half year’s accounts, he found that, notwith- 
standing the exceptional circumstances, the dividend they proposed to declare 
was 9 per cent.; so that the most they could want would be such an increase 
as would give them 1 per cent. 

Serjeant Sarcoop replied that be had already informed the commission that, 
pa ~ the windfall of the Western Company’s balance, they could not have 
paid that. 

The Cuarnman: They propose a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. for the 
last half year, having previously paid 10 per cent. 

Mr. Pore: That is so. 

Serjeant Sarncoop said he should be glad to fall into any course that might 
be suggested, but his difficulty was that his case was founded upon the first 
statement, and he had not read the supplemental one with the intention of 
making a case upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question is whether the commissioners must not look 
to the state of things up to the latest moment last year. The commissioners 
cannot shut their eyes to the statements put in, therefore your best course is 
to prove them both, and also the accounts for the last half year as far as they 
are ascertained, leaving Mr. Pope to deal with them in cross-examination as 
he thinks best. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: Then we will do that. Mr. Evans has proved state- 
ment No, 1. 

Examination continued: I have looked at statement No, 2, which is a state- 
ment of figures brought down to the end of last year according to the andited 
accounts, and I am prepared to say that it is an accurate statement of facts 
and figures. I am also prepared to say that the published accounts for the 
three last half years are accurate. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pore: Our contracts show what we shall have to 
pay for coal during the year 1873. They will be putin. We have in the books 
of the company accounts which show the actual consumption of coal during 
1872, The statement of the quantity as put down in the half-yearly accounts 
ig taken from the books, I ain not prepared at present to give the quantity of 

made from that coal. We did not sell all wemade; I wish we did. There 
3 leakage, &c.; but, excepting that, we sold all we made, The quantity sold 
is stated in the accounts, We were under contracts for coal during 1872. 1 
think they were made in March. I am afraid 1 am not in a position to point 
them all out. 

Serjeant Sargoop; You shall have them all, and you shall have the 
accountant. 

Mr, Pops; That will do. 

Cross-examination continued: We make contracts for the disposal of our 
tar and other residuals. Those contracts will be produced. Our coal con- 
tracts are generally made from year to year in the month of March, but 
this year they were made in January or February. The price of coal has 
gone up very much since then. Onur coke contracts, as far as Beckton is con- 
cerned, where a very large quantity is produced, were made last December, for 
twelve months. If you ask my experience now as to the best time for making 
coal contracts I can hardly say. We always find March the best time. Mid- 
summer would not be better. They were made in midwinter this year, which 
is os an exceptional period. 

. Porz: Would there have been any difficulty in making a contract for a 
shorter time than twelve months? 

Witness : We have the greatest difficulty in getting the quantity of coal at 
all that we want. It is not a question of price. 

Mr. Pore: You make your contract for twelve months in advance, so that 
this vear they will expire in midwinter again. 

Witness : No; the contract is made for a certain quantity of coal to be deli- 
vered within a certain time. The contract will speak for itself. 

Cross-examination continued : Our capital paid up and expended, and entitled 
to 10 per cent. dividend, is £1,640,000. That does not include the £1,000,000 we 
were authorized by our last Act to raise. None of that has been — yet. It was 
wanted for a part of the extensions at Beckton. Those works are in opera- 
tion, but they are not completed; we are increasing them now. I cannot 
answer much about the different classes of share capital. I only take these 
accounts as they are prepared; I do not make them out. I know them to be 
correct, because they have been audited by a public auditor. 

Re-examined by Serjeant Saraoop: I have been a director of the company 
for twelve months. I was made a director by Act of Parliament on my retiring 
from office as enginecr. In December, 1871, we had not amalgamated with the 
Western Company; that amalgamation dates as from June last. In making 
the calculation of the consumption of coal for the ensuing year it was founded 
upon the consumption for the year ending June, 1872, adding to it the con- 
sumption of the Western Company, which we now have to provide. In making 
contracts for coal we contract for so many hundred thousand tons to be 
delivered in monthly proportions within a limited period. In making our 
present contracts it was a question not so much of price but whether we could 
get the coal at all. In all probability we shall use half a million tons this year, 
which is a very large quantity. We take the opportunity of waiting to see 
what is the proper time for making our contracts, and as far as this year is 
concerned we think we have taken the proper course. We have to pay a high 

rice, but still we are paying much less than some other companies within my 

wiledge. The capital we were authorized last year to raise was for the 
extensions at Beckton, which became necessary by the discontinuance of our 
works at Blackfriars, Westminster, Goswell Street, and Curtain Road. Parlia- 
ment gave us the power to pay 10 per cent. upon that capital if we can earn it, 
notwithstanding the earnest remonstrance and opposition of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works. Our case was that the bargain made with Parliament in 1868 
ought to be adhered to, and that we ought to have the same dividends which 
were then allowed, and Parliament took that view. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: The City were not unjust enough to oppose you? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. Pore: Yes we did; it went through both Houses. 

Berjennt Sarcoop: Then we beat you both—I forgot that. 

By Dr. Opting: The 481,000 tons of coal consumed last:year is made up 
from our own accounts and those of the Western Company. The expense of 
purification has increased during the last six months, especially at Beckton. 





I should think it has increased there three or four times as much as at the other 
stations. We are reducing the amount of sulphur at Beckton. We can use 
lime there without creating a nuisance, and we have used it nearly ever since 
the works were opened, but it involves a large amount of expenditure. At the 
other stations we cannot use it. At Beckton we are limited to 20 grains of 
sulphur per 100 cubic feet; and,according to the test returns, the actual amount 


is 12 grains. 
Dr. Opuine: If you are afterwards required by the referees to send ont cas 
with 2 maximum of 12 grains, would that or would it not alter your working 


expenditure there? 

tiness: 1 question whether we could do it. It might be done on tic 
average of twelve months, but it would add to theexpense. About one-third oi 
our gas is made at Beckton. Ifas regards the whole of our gas we were put 
under tke same conditions as we are under there, it would increase our expen- 
diture very considerably. I am afraid we could not do it, irrespective oi tir 
question of cost, because of the difficulty of cetting rid of the refuse lime. 

Dr. Optine: The present referees have it in contemplation to make sowe 
regulation with regard to the amount of sulphur? 

Witness: Yes; then it will add very much to the cost. 

Dr. Opiinc: Can you say how much? 

Witness: At the present time the cost at Beckton is 1}d. by the use o: oxic« 
—if we use lime it will cost 9d. Away from Beckton it would run upto «: 
much as 18d. per ton. All the lime would have to be carted away at a hex: 
expense. At Beckton we merely shoot it on the ground, and use i io 
filling in. 

Dr. Op1inc: How soon do you contemplate making all or the greater por- 
tion of your gas at Beckton? 

Witness : We should never make the entire quantity there. We musi make 
the cannel gas separately. It is now made at the Pimlico and one o/ the 
other works. The principal part of our gas will be made at Beckton. W+ 
supply the City entirely from there, as we have shut up the Westm.nste 
works, and those at Blackfriars will shortly be closed. 

Dr. Opiine: How does the distinction arise with regard to your obligation 
as to the purity of the gas at Beckton from the other works? 

Witness: The referees thought they were notin a position to fix the wexi- 
mum amount of sulphur in the gas at other places where we coul® ic 
use lime. 

By Mr. Partison: We do not supply any cannel gas in the City. In makin; 
common gas a large quantity of cannel has to be used to increase the ilinini- 
nating power, and that is why the cost of the two is put together. The quality 
of the cannel varies very much. I said with regard to the coal contracts thei 
the question was one rather of quantity than price. I think we should hev« 
greater difficulty in making contracts for 500,000 tons of coal delivered ir : 
year than five companies would have, each getting 100,000 tons. Looked at i: 
that way, perhaps, amalgamation is detrimental. But we are told that, owin; 
to the large consumption of coal, the difficulty is in getting it out of the pits. 
The company have no power to work collieries. 

By Serjeant Sarcoop: We have not attempted to obtain all our coal unde: 
one contract; we have made several. 

Mr. Braon asked that at a fature stage of the inquiry he might be allowe:. 
if necessary, to put some questions to the witness. 

The CHAIRMAN assented, and said the inquiry was not. to be conducted ks : 
— prius case. The commissioners had powers of investigation independent 
of that. 

Mr. Pops asked that the coal contracts should be put in. 

Serjeant Sancoop promised that every document should be produced. 

Mr. Thomas Bush, examined by Serjeant SARGOoD. 

I bave been upwards of 40 years in the company’s service, and for the lasi 
21 years their chief accountant. Our accounts are published annually, «nc 
laid before Parliament. They are prepared under my supervision, and I under 
take to say they are true. Taking the accounts for the two half years ending 
December, 1871, and June, 1872, the result, so far as it is disclosed in the state- 
ment No. 1, is properly and accurately stated. It includes the Western Uom- 
pany, both as to capital and carbonization of coal, the information concernin; 
which, as they were not then amalgamated, was obtained by me from Mr. Wrighr. 
their accountant, who is here and can verify the figures. It is upon thes 
accounts that the calculation is formed as to the cost of the same quantity o: 
coal during the present year. The 475,000 tons referred to in the statement i: 
the actual amount carbonized by the two companies. I cannot give tie 
quantity of cannel used exclusively for cannel gas manufacture, as canuel is 
employed in the manufacture of common gas also. The superintendents o! the 
various stations would no doubt be able to give the per centages employed, bui 
it is not a matter of record in our ledgers. The £404,000 asthe cost of coal, 
and the £140,000 as the value of the residuals, are known and verified figurer. 
and show that the net cost of coal for the year ending June, 1872, was £26.3,0(). 
Assuming the same quantity as the consumption for the current year, and taking 
the contracts entered into for the same period, I arrive at the sum of £598,004 
as the cost of coal in 1873. I estimate that the residual products will realize 
£231,800, by taking the contract we have entered into at Beckton at 12s. for 
coke, deducting the wages which the company pay for putting it on board. 
The remainder is estimated. The result shows that the net increased cost of 
coal this year will be £102,600. Theincrease in wages of 10 per cent. willamoun: 
to £15,800. This isa matter which bas been gone into by the superintendents 
and 10 per cent. is the minimum at which they pnt it. During the Jette: 
half of last year we were put to heavy expense on account of the strike. [ne 
£5000 in the statement for special disbursement, since the 31st of December. is 
for payments in bringing men up from the country to the works and feeding 
them whilst there. In addition to that is the expense of prosecuting the stokers 
and payments made to different companies for help rendered by them ic us 
during the strike. The next item, £10,200, for increase in the cost of iron, &c.. 
will be spoken to by the storekeeper? The £6000 for interest on bonds, &c., 1s the 
interest upon an additional amount issued. The amount upon debentures i: 
£2955, and on preference capital £3113. These items make the total increased 
outlay this year beyond last £132,600. ’ 

Mr. Pore: You do not take credit for an increased production, though ver 
debit us with an increased capital. 

Serjeant Sarcocp: That is an item which I think is open to comrmeni 
myself. How much of this £6000 represents the. interest on capita! sot 
yet called? 

Witness : £1350. 

Examination continued: The capital paid up and expended, and entitles t 
10 per cent., amounted at the end of last year to £1,640,000. The remainde: 
of the £1,800,000, which it is stated that capital will be at the end of this year. 
consists of a call already made in February of £40,000, and three intende: 
calls, in May, August, and November, of £120,000 in the aggregate. 

Mr. Pope: Obviously that is liable to the objection that it will noi ve 
entitled to dividend till paid? 

Witness: The calculations are based on the dates of payment. 

The CHaInMAN: It is not merely to be paid, but the Act requires thet ii 
should be expended on the undertaking. 

Examination continued: Some portion of this money wili not be expende: 
before the end of the year. It would be impossible for me to say how much. 
At present we have not been able to put by anything ont of earnings to 
insurance-fund, 

Cross-examined by Mr, Pore: We are able to declare a dividend for the last 


half year at the rate of 9 per cent. That dividend is made up not oaly, by the 
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profits of the half year, but by the balance of the Western Company's net 
revenue account, which amounted to about £33,000. There wasalso a balance 
of our own profits from the previous half year of £4754. The dividend is there- 
fore made up of the profits of the last half year plus £37,000. The cost of ccal 
actually consumed during the last half of 1872 was £241,055. The cost of coal for 
1873, as given in the statement, £608,000, is an actual calculation based upon 
the contracts we have made. The increase which is there taken of 10 per cent, 
in the wages is an increase which was actually paid during a portion of 1872. 

Mr. Pore: With reference to “special disbursements since Dec. 31, 1872, 
on account of stokers strike, £5000,” yon propose to charge the prosecution 
of these men to the public? 

Serjeant Sarcoop: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. Porg: How do you make up that £5000? 

The CHarnMAN; I think Mr. Evans has stated it sufficiently for our purpose, 
but we should like to have an analysis in writing. [The following statement 
was handed in.] 

Stoxers STRIKE. 
The following is a list of disbursements under this head since Jan. 1, 1873, viz.:— 


Jan, 3.—AirdandSons. . . .« . £52917 2 
9 ” (se + ee © Se . 1486 711 
* Paks « «6-6 «0 «0 «<< « « « @ =» Boas 
Jan. 10.-J. Cooper . . ea a a ee ae a ee ee 
a. Ci + 6 «is sds @ s « «+ + & @ wo) Se 
oo Metropolitan Board of Works . . . . »« » + «© « « 311 6 
Jan. 17.-8, Pontifex . ow eR aoe ea a ewer SE 
aS a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 
9» ie + 6 » Gow 8 « 3 +e «ss o'< Biaee 
»» (| See ee ee ee ee ee 
ne CNS .6 ce ce te we ele Ce os CR @ 
oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 818 0 
~ NS ee er eee ee ee er ee ee 99 ~°0 
a Se ee ge a ee eg 5.000 
° es cs ot 6 8 se Hw we et es SSS 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 
£3215 12 3 

Amounts ascertained, but not yet paid— 
Humphrys and Morgan—bil) of costs. . . 1. 1 ww - 1146 0 0 
Imperial Gas.Company—gas supplied to mains, &:., Dec. 31, 1872, , 32214 2 
London Gas Company— am me = - 21 0 0 
Phenix Gas Company— * 9 » ~-  O© 
£5010 6 7 


Cross-examination continued: The £1,640,000 referred to in the statement is 
the ordinary share capital entitled to 10 per cent. dividend. It consists of 
£900,000 of the Chartered Company’s shares, £300,000 of the City Gas Com- 
pany’s, and the remainder is the Western Company’s. Some of our new shares— 
those which were not taken up on apportionment to the shareholders—were 
issued at a premium, which premium was taken off the interest on capital ex- 
pended at Beckton, as shown in our accounts (No. 3) for the half year ending 
at June, 1872. 

By Mr. Brron: There was an issue at par of 25,000 £10 shares somewnere 
about October, 1869. The next issue was in April, 1870, of 20,000 shares at 
£10 each. I cannot say whether the £50 shares were then worth £61 in the 
market. The shares issued were £10 five per cent. preference shares, with the 
option of conversion into ordinary shares. There was a third creation of pre- 
ference stock to the extent of £300,000 in December, 1871. The ordinary £10 
shares of the company were then worth £16 or £17. Our shareholders had the 
option of taking the whole of these preference shares, and those which were 
not taken up on allotment were sold at a premium to other shareholders, from 
whom we received £10,000. With reference to statements 9 and 10, in the 
half year’s accounts to December last, there are items in our books which give 
in detail the receipts for residuals per ton of coal. We have contracts for the 
sale of coke in large quantities at one of our stations, and we sell it in small 
quantities at six of our other stations. At Beckton we sell all to one person at 
12s, We advertise for tenders. Last year the same person did not have it. It 
is impossible to say whether there will be an increase in the gas-rental this 
year. We are going to employ more capital; but we are going to shut up some 
* ba stations. There may bea saving and economy of labour and salaries 
n that. 

Re-examined by Serjeant Sarcoop: We are bound by the provisions of the 
Companies Clauses Act to offer our new shares to present shareholders. 

Mr. Brron: But not at par. 

Serjeant Sancoop: We are not bound to offer them at anything else. 

Re-examination continued: Having offered them to the new shareholders, 
they were not all absorbed by the applications made, and we were fortunate 
enough to sell the surplus at a premium, which went to the benefit of the com- 
pany. With reference to the sale of coke at Beckton, it was a very exceptional 
place when we first went there, and it was thought convenient to make sure of 
the sale of residual products by entering into a contract that should induce 
some one to continue dealing with us. At the other stations we take the ordi- 
nary course of the markets.as to what these things will fetch. I do not think 
we made an imprudent bargain in contracting for the sale of our coke at 
Beckton at 12s.; on the contrary, I think it was a good one. It was made in 
November. I cannot form an opinion as to an increase of gas-rental this year. 
If the price is advanced, we are not likely to sell so much. Without any in- 
crease in price, the rental in the last quarter of 1872 decreased very much, 
With reference to the cost of the stokers strike, the item of £3 lis. 6d. paid to 
the Metropolitan Board of Works is a payment for the services of some of their 
men for which we applied. Mrs. Hamblin is the widow of an officer who was 
injured in the fray and died, and to whom £25 was paid. The canteen expenses 
were the expenses for boarding and lodging the men we had to employ. There 
were more than 1000, perhaps 1500 of those men. 

By Mr. Patrison : I cannot tell how much of the £404,000 mentioned in 
the statement as the cost of coals to June 30, 1872, was for cannel and how 
much for common coal, nor can I give the information as to the £598,000. I 
have not assumed that caonel will go up in the same proportion. I have that 
at the contract price. 

Serjeant SaRcoon said these particulars should be furnished; and (in an- 
Swer to further inquiries) also the items making up the wages account. 

By Mr. Parison: The 5 per cent. preference shares were issued at par, 
with the option of conversion into ordinary 10 per cent. shares at the end of 
five years, The 10 per cent. increased wages were paid from about last 
November. 

By Dr. OpLING: The consumption of coals for the first half of 1872 was, in 
round numbers, 202,000 tons; and for the second half, which included the 

estern Company, 243,000, being an increase of about one-sixth. The wages 
to June amounted to £34,000, and one-sixth added to that would bring it to 
about £40,000, But in the latter half year the wages amounted to nearly 
£47,000, the additional amount being caused by the strike. The cost of coal 
for the last half yoar was £241,000, and the quantity consumed 243,000 tons, 
being about £1 per ton all round. During the next twelve months the price 
will be 25s. on the average. 

By Mr. Pore: During a certain portion of last half year, in consequence of 
the strike, we were left with comparatively little gas to sell. 

sant SARGOOD suggested that, as there was a great deal of detailed in- 
formation which was advisedly asked for by the commissioners and by his 
learned friends, it would be well that requisitions should be made on. the 
company, and that such an adjournment should take place as would afford 
opportunity for the examination of particulars so supplied. 





The CHAIRMAN said he thought there were two or three matters in connexion 
with the last witness’s examination which could be better dealt with upon 
statements put in. There were several accounts—the insurance-fund, depre- 
ciation-fund, and defaleation account—which had scarcely been referred to. 
The insurance-fund account should be explained. It appeared from the 
statements made that the company had not been able to create the statutory 
insurance-fund under the Act of 1868, and an explanation was required as to 
what this fund consisted of. The defalcation account also required expla- 
nation, because it was charged against net revenue. 

Serjeant SaRGoop said the defalcation account arose out of the proceedings 
of a person named Higgs, in the Great Central Company. That company 
were ene the loss at a given rate per annum when they were taken over 
by the Chartered Company, who, upon amalgamation, assumed their 
liabilities. 

The CHAIRMAN : Were they authorized to do so ? 

Mr. NELSON: If you refer to the scheme of amalgamation you will see how 
it is dealt with. They are not entitled to charge it against the public. 

The CHAIRMAN said the commissioners ought to be supplied with the official 
resolutions under which the preference shares were issued; also any pro- 
spectuses issued to the shareholders, and other official documents, 

Mr. Pope, with reference to the defalcations, said the company were en- 
titled to charge a certain proportion half-yearly to net revenue before payment 
of dividend, but such proportion was to be deemed a payment in respect of 
dividend. Therefore, for the present calculations, this must be struck out. 

The CHAIRMAN : I had noticed that provision. We must have the state- 
ment. 

Serjeant SarcoopD: I can only say, our original statement being framed in 
a different manner and on a different basis, this question does not touch it, 
We do not ask you to give us £2500 to help to make up the defalcation ; we 
only show what the i:creased taxation upon us this year will be. 

The CHAIRMAN: We must see what are the legitimate deductions from the 
net revenue of the year. Whether this is one or not is a question. 

After some conversation on matters of arrangement, it was agreed that 
the corporation and Metropolitan Board should send requisitions to the com- 
pany for whatever information they wished to have supplied to them, and the 
inquiry was adjourned for a week. 


Seconp Sitrinc—Txuorspay, APRIL 3. 

At the sitting of the commission this morning, 

Mr. Crirps, Q.C. (who appeared with Mr. Biron for the Metropolitan Board 
of Works), said he had an application to make, which, under the circumstances, 
he thought would be considered very reasonable, and that was that there might 
be a still further adjournment. The Metropolitan Board of Works repre- 
sented the consumers of gas outside the City, and it was hardly necessary to say 
that whatever might be the result of this inquiry to them, the consumers 
would only be satisfied upon being convinced that the matter had had the 
fullest possible investigation. On the other hand, whatever the commissioners 
might decide, if the consumers were allowed to look into the accounts and 
make any objections they had to them, they would feel satisfied. On the last 
occasion Serjeant Sargood suggested an adjournment for one week, and said the 
more time which the opposite side had to inspect the figures, and the better 
they understood them, the less likely were they to fall into the error of making 
endless objections, He (Mr. Cripps) thought the remark was a very sensible 
one, because where parties did not thoroughly understand the figures placed 
before them, 2 sort of rambling cross-examination took place, which did not 
lead to much practical good in the result. In support of his application for a 
farther adjournment, he stated that some portion of the information required 
was not supplied by the company until the previous day, and some of the more 
important portions not until that morning. On speaking to the gentleman who 
was materially assisting him in the investigation of the matter, he was told that 
it was quite impossible to go into these particulars at this sitting. He hoped, 
therefore, the commission would assent te such an adjournment as would 
allow sufficient time in the interval to study these figures, It might be neces- 
sary before then to apply for summonses for the attendance of witnesses. _ 

Mr. Pore said, on the part of the City authorities, he had to back the applica- 
tion of his learned friend. And he thought the commissioners would feel it to 
be reasonable when the nature of the papers put into their hands on the 
other side was considered. Some of these purported to be abstracts of the 
contracts entered into by the company for coals, One of the first items of cal- 
culation which the commissioners would have to make would be the probable 
cost of coal to the company during the year 1873 ; and, looking over these 
papers, which had only been in his hands a few minutes, he found that they 
referred, amongst others, to unexpired contracts at low prices, some of which 
did not expire until September next, and some which would run on until May, 
1874. It was obviously necessary that these matters should be looked into to 
ascertain what amount of coal was due to the company under these contracts. 
Some of the higher-priced contracts did not commence until next September. 
Therefore some careful and somewhat intricate calculations must be made 
before a clear state of the case could be arrived at, 

Serjeant Sarcoop said if he were to answer Mr. Pope's practical difficulty 
he should only be repeating what he said before as to the necessity for persons 
to take time to look into matters of this sort before talking about them ; for if, 
in reference to the coal contracts, his learned friend had had time to look into 
the statements supplied by the company, he would have found all the informa- 
tion supplied which he desired to obtain. He (Serjeant Sargood) opened this 
case as one courting investigation, and he hesitated to say very mee Be limit- 
ing those representing the consumers, who ought to have a fair opportunity of 
examining the accounts, more particularly as he knew the information asked 
for had only been so recently supplied to them; but he was beund to offer some 
excuse for the delay. His learned friends had sent in to the company no less 
than seventeen requisitions for accounts, and, while he did not wish to cavil at 
anything for which they asked, he could scarcely feel that they had put this 
pressure fairly upon them. Some of these questions could be replied to in ten 
minutes; others required a longer time, and, of course, they could not be sup~ 
plied piecemeal. But they had asked for something which, if they had chosen 


| to investigate the company’s half-yearly accounts, they could have ascertained 


for themselves and cross-examined upon it. However, the whole of the requi- 
sitions had been answered, and he was now prepared to go on and verify the 
information supplied; but still he must say, on behalf of the company, that 
they were entirely in the hands of the commissioners. It was of vital im- 
portance to the company that there should be no delay, as they could not send 
out a single account for gas supplied for the quarter ending on the 25th of 
March until after the decision of the commissioners upon their application. At 
the same time he was powerless to offer objections, as it was quite fair his 
learned friends should nave the opportunity of looking into these papers, but 
he thought an adjournment for two or three days might be sufficient. 

Mr. Cripps said, before the commissioners decide ry the application for 
adjournment, he wished to mention one matter. By the 59th section of the 
Act of 1868 “the commissioners may summon any nm to give evidence or 
to bring or produce documents before them.” He thought it would be neces- 
sary to apply for some summonses under that section, and he did not know 
whether the commissioners would issue them individually and separately, or 
whether they would think it necessary to meet for the purpose. 

Mr. Pops said he should also have to ask for a number of summonses, and 
therefore he hoped the adjournment would be taken for a sufficiently long 
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time = enable those whom he represented to make their arrangements 
complete. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said he should decidedly object to a long adjournment. 

The Cuareman asked Serjeant Sargood what course he proposed to have 
taken that day if an application for adjournment had not been made. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said he should have called attention to the character of 
the requisitions made by the other side, and have handed in the answers to 
them. He should then have been prepared to give evidence as to how they 
had arrived at their conclusions, and afterwards have given an estimate of the 
probable profit and loss of the current year. Without abandoning the old 
statement, he should have been inclined to take No.9 in the published 
accounts of the company, and to have verified the figures of that account in 
detail, showing how they had been arrived at; because he felt the force of the 
remark which had fallen from the commissioners that they desired to know 
what was the contemplated position of the company for 1873. One of the 
requisitions sent to the company was, “Give a statement of the estimated 
income and expenditure for the year 1873, working out the receipts and ex- 
penditure under each head at per 1000 feet of gas sold;” the meanizg being: 
‘Give an account of the profit you expect to realize.” Now, he thought that 
would be a good substratum for him to build upon, and he should have been 
glad to shape his case on the footing of that account, subject to their cross- 
examination, coupling it with the paper put in on the special heads of dis- 
bursements. He did not wish to bind himself to that modo et forma, but that 
was the course which it occurred to him might bs desirable. The extent to 
which the ingairy might go would depend more upon the other side. 

The commissioners having consulted, 

The Cuarrman said the commissioners have thought, as we have assembled 
here to-day, after considerable difficulty in getting the arrangements made, 
and the expenses having to a great extent necessarily been incurred, it would 
be better to utilize the meeting as far as possible. At the end of your case, 
which, I suppose, would be closed, as far as your witnesses in chief are con- 
cerned, before long, they will be ina better position to judge what adjourn- 
ment should be taken, or what other coarse should be adopted. The commis- 
sioners, it must be remembered, have the duty cast upon them by Act of 
Parliament, not only to sit here and hear counsel and witnesses, but to 
conduct independent investigations on their own account; and no doubt they 
would be able to devote themselves to that kind of work if there is an adjourn- 
ment. But it is very much against the inclination of the commissioners to 
allow a longer adjournment than is absolutely necessary, for not only is ita 
matter of great interest to the company on the one hand, but also to the con- 
sumers on the other, that the price of gas to be paid for the rest of this year 
and for the past quarter should be fixed as early as possible. The commis- 
sioners therefore beg that you will proceed with your case as far as is reason 
ably possible and convenient. Later in the day they wil! be in a better posi- 
tion to judge what course should be taken. 

Mr. Cripps said he was afraid it would be utterly impossible, from the want 
of knowledge, for him to cross-examine any witness. 

The CHAtrMAN said the commissioners had already said they would have 
asy witness recalled. 

Mr. Cripps said if he bad the opportunity hereafter, when he had taoroughly 
considered the case, to cross-examine the witnesses, he should not object to the 
course proposed. 

Serjeant SarGcoop said if at the request of the commission he now proceeded, 
he should not like to be precluded hereafter from supporting his case by further 
evidence, if the cross-examination rendered it necessary. 

The Cuairman said the case was not to be conducted as a nisi prius case. 
The commissioners wished to do justice to every oue. 

Serjeant Sarcoop proceeded to read the requisitions made by the corporation 
and the Board of Works, to which, he said, the company had given the most 
detailed replies. The requisitions were as follows:— 

1, State what amount of capital has been raised since the passing of the Act of 1868, 
and how and when expended. 

2. State the terras upon which the capital has been raised, showing the gross amount 
received at par and at a premium, and the amount allotted respectively to the share- 
helders and to the public. 

3. What balance applicable to dividend will remain in hand on Dec. 31, 1872, after 
payment of the 9 per cent. dividend recommended for the past half year. 

4. Give a statement of all contracts under which coal and cannel were received into 
the works and the residuals were disposed of in the year 1872, giving names, dates, prices, 
and periods of delivery, and bringing out the average per ton. 

5. Give a statement of all contracts under which coals and cannel are to be received 
into the works and residuals to be disposed of in the year 1873, giving names, dates, 
prices, and periods of delivery, and bringing out the average per ton. 

6. Give a statement for the year 1872, of the relative quantities of coal ani cannel 
used in producing common gas, and of the cannel and coal used in producing cannel gas, 
and the quantities of each kind of gas sold, including the quantities consumed by 
contract 

7. Give a statement showing the quantities and prices of all the gas sold in 1872, 
whether by meter or contract, and the average price of the whole, distinguishing com- 
mon gas from cannel gas. 

8. Give a statement of the income and expenditure of the united companies for the 
year 1872 (putting together the two half years), working out the receipts and expenditure 
under each head at per 1000 feet of gas sold. 

9. Give a statement of the estimated income and expenditure for the year 1873, work- 
ing out the receipts and expenditure under each head at per 1000 feet of gas sold. 

10. Give a statement of salaries and wages paid to the different classes of ‘persons em- 
ployed by the company on Jan. 1, 1873, and a statement of the period when the advances, 
if any, took place. 

11. What has become of the sum of £32,820 18s. 5d, Consols, the reserve-fund of the 
Western Gas Company. 

12, State the gas sold by the united companies for the year ending on Dec. 31, 1863, 
1869, 1870, 1871, 1872. 

13, State the gas sold by the united companies in the last quarter of the year 1868, 
1869, 1870, 1871, 1872. 

14. What saving is it estimated will accrue to the company by ceasing to manufacture 
gas at Horseferry Road station. 

15, How many facturing stati do the company propose to make use of during 
the year 1873, and what relative proportion of gas will be produced at each. 

16. Give the total quantity of gas produced at the Beckton works during the year 
1872, as registered by the station-meter. 

17, State what other manufacturing stations than Beckton were in wse during the year 
1872 by the united companies, and state the gas produced at each, as registered by the 
station-meter during that year. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said the company had furnished answers to all these 
inquiries, and he now proposed to verify them. 

ir. Criprs said he was quite content to take them for what they were worth. 
It was not necessary to call witnesses to verify them. 

The Cuaimman: No; these accounts are put in on the responsibility of the 
officers of the company. 

Mr. Pope said the real question was not that of the correctness of these 
figures, but whether, taking into account all the circumstances, these were 
results which with due care and management ought to be anticipated this year. 
First of all the question would have to be discussed whether these were prudent 
contracts for coals, and whether the company could not have conducted their 
business in a more prudent manner—whether, having entered into contracts for 
coals at the top of the market, and for the sale of residuals at the bottom of 
the market, it could be said that this was due care and management, the 
results of which onght to be charged against the consumers. ‘hese might be 
par from their books, but the question was whether these ought to be the 
results, 





Serjeant Sarcoop: We put these forward as the result of our working, on 





the assumption that we are doing our business with due care and ma- 
nagement. 
r. Pope: I toid you last time we dispute your management. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said if the management was to be impeached, his learned 
friend must necessarily cross-examine some one connected with the works, and 
he was = ready to put forward any officer of the company for the purpose. 
It would be a preposterous thing for them, for example, to take a day in June 
last, when the company entered into a contract for coal, say at 17s., and call 
a witness to prove that some other company bought coal on that day 
at 16s. 9d. as proof of want of due care and management. They might call an 
officer of the Chartered Company to show why on that day they made such a 
contract, 

It being evident that no progress could be made in the case until the answers 
to the interrogatories addressed to the company had been examined, a dis- 
cussion took place on the subject of an adjournment, and the commissioners 
having conferred together, 

The Cuarrman said the inquiry would be adjourned until Weduesday next, 
at half-past ten o’clock. 





SrrrkE At THE New York Gas-Works.—A telegram from New York, dated 
the 7th inst., states that “‘ the gas men here have struck, and the city is in dark- 
nes3.”” 

AYLESBURY GASLIGHT AND COKE CompanNy.—The directors of this company at 
their last monthly meeting unanimously presented their engineer, Mr. William 
Parlby, with a gratuity of £50 as an acknowledgment of his services in design- 
ing and executing the enlargement of their works. 

THE FRravuDs ON THE CorK Gas Company.—On Monday, the 3lst ulto., 
William Collins, who bad been convicted a few days previously of embezzling 
the moneys of this company, was sentenced to seven years penal servitude. It 
is very gratifying to know that the whole of the moneys have been recovered, 
and that it is expected some portion of the expeuse to which the company 
were put in tracing the fugitive to his retreat in Geneva may be recouped. 

Tue Institution or Civi, ENGINEERS,—At the meeting of this society on 
Tuesday, April 1, Mr. Hawksley, president, in the chair, 15 candidates were 
balloted for and declared to be duly elected as associates, amongst whom were 
Messrs. Frederick William Hartley, Westminster ; Thomas Farmer Parkes, Stud. 
Inst. C.E., assistant engineer, Lambeth Water-Works; Albert Woodward Parry, 
ee surveyor of Reading, and Charles Edwin Ware, city surveyor of 

ixeter. 

St. OsytH (Essex) Gas Suprty.—The introduction of gas into this parish 
has just been effected. For this boon the inhabitants are indebted to Mr. J. H. 
Johnson, of the Priory, who for the past two years has had a private gas-works 
for his own mansion, and who recently very kindly acceded to an application 
to enlarge his works so as to supply the parish with gas. The gas-works were 
orignally put up by Mr. A. C. Fraser, late engineer to the Colchester Gas Com- 
pany ; and the present work of enlarging and improving them was entrusted to 
Mr. Henry Skoines, of Argyle Street, King’s Cross, London. The gas was 
lighted for the first time on Monday, the 24th ult., and gave general satisfac- 
tion. 

LiverrooL PLUMBERS AND THE WaTER ComMiTTEe.—A meeting of the 
master plumbers of this town was held on the 28th ult. to further consider the 
new regulations issued by the Water Committee with regard to waste water. 
The committee of masters reported having met the Water Committee on the 25th 
inst., when the following resolutions were passed:—‘‘ That the waste water 
inspectors receive notice that, in case any of them shall at any time execute 
any work other than the mere small repairs already specified in the committee's 


| resolution of the 20th of December, 1872, or undertake any private work not so 
authorized, or in case any of the inspectors shall suggest or recommend to an 


owner or occupier of property any plumber to execute work, such inspector shall 
be dismissed from the service of the corporation ;’’ and *‘ that the plumbers be 
invited to send in samples of all taps and other fittings of the old patterns and 
description in stock, together with a iist of such taps and fittings on hand, and 
that the engineer exercise a discretion as to allowing the same to be used.’’ 
After fully discussing the subject, it was resolved by the meeting—“ That no 
further opposition be made to the intention of the Water Committee uatil it is 
seen how the scheme works, and that the names of the masters present at the 
meeting of the 11th inst., and also at this meeting, be forwarded to the Water 
Committee for publication as authorized plumbers. 

ADVANCES IN THE PRICE OF Gas.—At the monthly meeting of the Birken- 
head Commissioners on the Ist inst., the Gas and Water Committee pre- 
sented a report containing the following recommendations, which were 
adopted :—I'hat the present price of gas to consumers by meter, from and 
after April 1, be increased 6d. per 1000 cubic feet—?.e., from 4s. to 4s. 6d. 
That the rate of charges for public lamps to the Lighting and Watching Com- 
mittee in Birkenhead and Claughton be, for twelve months, £4 Is. 6d., and 
for seven months £2 5s. 9d. per lamp. In Tranmere, for twelve months, 
£4 4s. 6d., and in Oxton and Higher and Lower Bebington, for six months, 
£2 16s. 6d. perlamp. For the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board and Wood- 
side Ferry estates, £4 10s. per lamp per annum. The increased charges for 
lamps to take effect from the 30th of June next. In the course of the discussion 
of the report it was stated that but for their excellent coal contracts the 
commissioners would have had to increase the price 1s. 6d. ‘The Lincoln Gas 
Company have increased their price from 3s. 4d. to 4s. 2d.; the Arundel 
Company from 4s, 7d. to 5s. 10d. ; the Dudley Gas Company, 6d. per 1000; 
and the Coldstream Company from 6s. 8d. to 10s. At Bilston another rise of 
3d. per 1000 has been made, bringing up the charge to 4s. The Sandwich 
Company have raised the price to 8s. 4d.; the Kingston (Surrey) Company to 
5s. 6d. ; and at Lymington an advance has been made to 7s. 6d. 

FaTaL ACCIDENT FROM AN EscaPe OF Gas aT DcNDEE.--On Monday 
evening, March 31, a man and his wife, with their two children, occupying a 
miserable hovel of a dwelling in a place called Lowden's Alley, were discovered 
dead in their beds. The non-appsarance of any members of the family during 
the day had excited the apprehensions of the neighbours, and on the house 
being broken open it was found that the whole of them had perished. death 
having occurred some hours previously. There seems no doubt that they 
were suffocated by gas having escaped into and filled their low, ill-ventilated 
home. It is not, however, clear from whence the escape arose, and the only 
account which has reached us is the following :—On Monday morning, about 
ten o’cleck, a lamplighter reported that there was an escape in Lowden’s Alley, 
and men were immediately sent to have it repaired. This was completed by 
dinner time, and of course was done in eritire ignorance of the dreadful 
calamity that had occurred. The escape was proceeding from a three-quarter 
service-pipe leading westward from the main; and, from the statement of the 
foreman of the men, it would appear that this pipe, if not the one leading 
into the house which was occupied by the deceased, was not far from it. He 
had not been in the alley since dinner time on Monday, which was some hours 
before the dead bodies were discovered, and is therefore unable to say posi- 
tively into which house the pipe he repaired ieads, not having had occasion 
when he was working at it to take particular note. Previous to this no 
officials of the Gas Commission bad been working in the alley for about six 
weeks. It is, however, at present being laid with causeway blocks, and the 
gas-pipe, having in consequence been in an unprotected state, is supposed to 
have been accidentally broken or injured in some way by some one, which 


‘would account for the leakage. 
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Register of Hew Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

$23,—Wnricart, W., Sheffield, ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas for heating and 
illuminating purposes, and in apparatus for the same, parts of which are applicable to 
other purposes.” arch 7, > 

$43.—Harrison, C. W., High Holborn, Middlesex, ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
charging or impregnativg atmospheric air with the vapour of hydrocarbon liquids.” 
March 8, 1873. 

$45.—JuxKes, R., Sheffield, ‘“‘ Certain improvements in the method of consuming smoke, 
economizing fuel, and producing light, and in the apparatus employed therefor.” 
March 8, 1873. 

346.—Sxornes, H., 7, Argyle Street, King’s Cross, London, ‘‘ Improvements in the 
manufacture of gas and in the treatment of the residues therefrom, and in the com- 
bination of gases for the production of light and heat, and in the apparatus employed 
therein.” March 8, 1873. 

$53.—Row ry, J., 84, Camberwell Road, London, “Improvements in the working of 
eoal-gas tar.” March 10, 1873. 

872.—Heaton, W., Masborough, and Groptnes, H., Manchester, ‘‘ Improvements in 
ball-cocks or valves used for controlling or regulating the supply of water and other 
fluids.” March 11, 1873. 

984.—Fisu, W. S., Glasgow, ‘‘ Improvemeuts in the manufacture of asbestos packing for 
piston and valve rods, pistons, pipe-joints, and other similar purposes.” March 12, 1875. 

$91.—Jonrs, J., Great Lever, Lancaster, practical chemist, ‘‘ Improved combinations of 
substances or materials to be used as a substitute for coal, for obtaining heat and 
light, and in the arrangement of the furnaces or fire-places connected therewith.” 
March 12, 1873. 

896.—Darwi, 8. B., Shrewsbury, “* Improvements in the means of manufacturing gas.” 
March 12, 1873. 

901.—Woop, G., Oak Bank, Newton-le- Willows, ‘‘ Improved construction of furnace or 
kiln, and in the means and apparatus for the application of gas for heating such furnace 
or kiln, and also for heating purposes generally.”” March 12, 1873. 

902.—Hoveuron, F. B., Borough Road, Southwark, ‘‘ Improved means of and apparatus 
for filtering or separating water from earthy matters from which cements and similar 
bodies are made.” March 12, 1873. 

907.—Tytor, A., Newgate Street, London, brassfounder, “‘ Improvements in apparatus 
and arrangements for measuring water and regulating, controlling, and arresting the 
water supply of water-closets, baths, lavatories, and urinals for domestic and other 
use, and preventing waste.” March 13, 1873. 

912.—Symincron, R. S., Glasgow, *‘ Improvements in apparatus for dealing with sewage 
and other refuse or waste, so as to lessen the pollution of rivers.” March 13, 1873. 

933.—Lakr, W. R., Southampton Buildings, London, ‘ Improvements in rotary pumps 
for lifting and forcing water.” A communication. March l, 1873. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

248.—Rorertson, J., Nitshill, N.B., ‘* Improvements in machinery or apparatus for 
forcing, exhausting, or measuring air, gas, or other fluids or liquids.” Jan. 21, 1873. 

314.—Girpwoop, R., Edinburgh, ‘‘ An improved portable apparatus for illuminating by 
means of gas.” Jan. 27, 1873. 

729.—Grover, J., Seckforde Street, Clerkenwell, Middlesex, ‘‘ Improvements in parts 
of dry gas-meters.” Feb. 27, 1873. 

762.—F Leury, F. G., Merrick Square, Southwark, ‘“‘ Improvements in water-meters or 
apparatus for measuring the flow of liquids.” March 1, 1873. 

768.—Partey, W., Aylesbury, gas engineer, ‘“‘ Improvements in the construction and 
manipula-ion of apparatus used in the manufacture of gas.” March 3, 1873. 

$23.—Wruiont, W., Sheffield, ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas for heating and 
illuminating purposes, and in apparatus for the same; parts of which are applicable 
to other purposes.’’? March 7, 1873. 

$43.—Harrison, C. W., High Holborn, gentleman, “‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
charging or impregnating atmospheric air with the vapour of hydrocarbon liquids.’’ 
March 8, 1873. 

845.—JvuKes, R., Sheffield, ‘Certain improvements in the method of consuming smoke, 
economizing fuel, and producing light, and in the apparatus employed therefor.” 
March 8, 1873. 

872.—Heaton, W., Masborough, and Gipprnes, W. H., Manchester, ‘‘ Improvements 
in ball-cocks or valves used for controlling or regulating the supply of water and other 
fluids.” March 11, 1873. 

39!.—Jones, J., Great Lever, Lancaster, “‘Improved combinations of substances or 
materials to be used as a substitute for coal, for obtaining heat and light, and in the 
arrangement of the furnaces or fire-places connected therewith.”” March 12, 1873. 

$96.—Darwiy, S. B., Shrewsbury, ‘‘ Improvements in the means of manufacturing gas.” 
March 12, 1873. 

961.—Woop, G., Oak Bank, Newton-le-Willows, ‘‘ Improved construction of furnace or 
kiln, and in the means and apparatus for the application of gas for heating such 
furnace or kiln, and also for heating purposes generally.” March 12, 1873. 


INVENTIONS PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS ON THE DEPOSIT OF 
COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS, 
783.—Tirrany, J. C., Portsmouth, New Hampshire, U.S.A., “ Improvements in means 
or apparatus for manufacturing and storing illuminating gas.”’ March 5, 1873. 
$67.—Hasettine, G., Southampton Buildings, London, ‘* Improvements in pump- 
pistons and valves. A communication. March 15, 1873. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 
3253.—BuackspurN, A. B., York Buildings, Westminster, “‘ Improved apparatus for 
heating and lightiug.” Novy. 2, 1872. 
3261.—Wanktyn, J. A., 11, Harrington Street, Hampstead Road, Middlesex, “ Im- 
provements in the production of oxygen gas.” Nov. 2, 1872. 
3300.—Hepiey, G. H. C., Smrra, W., and Hzptey, T. A., 19, Salisbury Street, London, 
“Improvements in the manufacture and purification of gas, and in the apparatus em- 
ployed therein and connected therewith.” Nov. 7, 1872. 
347.—W:1son, W. P., 28, Duke Street, Westminster, ‘‘Improvements in apparatus 
used in the manufacture of gas, which improvements are also applicable to other pur- 
poses.” Nov. 11, 1872. 
3355.—Scorr, H. Y. D., Ealing, major-general, C.B., “‘ Improved apparatus to be used 
in the treatment of sewage deposits and other like substances.” Nov. 11, 1872. 
3420.—Kay, J. Z., Phoenix Iron-Works, Glasgow, ‘‘ Improvements in and connected 
with pipe-joints.” Nov, 16, 1872. 
3475.—Urr, J. M., Glasgow, engineer, ‘‘ Improvements in measuring taps or apparatus 
for drawing off and measuring liquids.” Noy. 21, 1872. 
3490.—Brooxes, W., Chancery Lane, ‘‘ Improvements in joining the ends of pipes or 
tubes.” A communication. Nov. 21, 1872. 
3647.—Murvocn, H. H., Staple Inn, Middlesex, ‘* Improvements in the joints of pipes 
or tubes.” A communication. Dec. 3, 1872. 
3695.—Benson, M., Southampton Buildings, “‘ Improvements in lamps.” A communi- 
cation. Dec. 6, 1872. 
3824.—Parincr, A., Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, “‘ Improvements in hydro-oxygen 
,.3as-burners.”” A communication. Dec. 17, 1872. : 4 
38.—Brscunor, G., Andersonian University, Glasgow, ‘‘ Improvements in the purification 
of water and in the means and apparatus employed for that purpose.” Jan. 3, 1873, 


a PATENTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE GREAT SEAL. 
2753.—CuarprE.L, G., Staincross, York, *‘ Improvements in chaplets or studs used in 
sac 2sting pipes and other hollow articles.” Sept. 17, 1872. 
2314.—Kina, R., Wolverton, Bucks, “‘An improved gas-regulator, which may also be 
$ used to regulate the flow of water and other fiuids.’’ Sept. 24, 1872. 
7341.—Suce, W. T., Vincent Works, Vincent Street, Westminster, “‘ Improvements in 
oth Paratus for regulating the supply of gas.” Sept. 26, 1872. 
847.—HARRISON, C. W., and Harrisoy, A. H., High Holborn, ‘‘ Improvements in 
oe ne air and certain gases for lighting and heating purposes.’’ 
Sept. 26, 1872. 
+355.—M‘KELvIE, J., Edinburgh, coalmaster, ‘‘ Improvements in the’ manufacture of 
2 illuminating gas.” Sept. 27, 1872. 
“874.—Swatn, S., Bradford, ‘‘ An improved joint for connecting the supply-pipe with 
the pendant pipe of moveable pendant lamps employed to illuminate shop-fronts or 
_.tue exterior of buildings and other like uses.’’ Sept. 30, 1872. 
9005.—JENNER, R. F. L., Kidwelly, South Wales, ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture 
en’! dinas fire-bricks.” Novy. 23, 1872. 
3905.—Raprorp J., Central Brass-Works, Bradford, Yorkshire, “ Improvements in 
Mpa gas, water, or fluid taps.” Dec. 24, 1872. 
225, Hawa Pg nortlake, Surrey, Improvements in gas-meters.” Jan. 1, 1873. 
<0).—Ha ns, J. G., -works, Sheffield, ‘ rovem i a sed i 
oo tanufacture of om Jan. 18, 1873. + qecngmmatioa ig mer dnp = e 





331.—La7Ham, B., Victoria Street, Westminster, «“ r ts i ifyi 
* [AD re a! ° ninster, ‘‘ Improvements in purifying sewage 
aud treating products obtained therefrom for the production of manure,” Jan, 28, 1873, 











Share ist 
Wetropolitan Gas and Water Companies. 


(Corrected by Mr. F.N. Gotpina, Sun Court, Cornhill, from the latest Stock 
Exchange Quotations.) 











ry 
Number @¢ | Amount | Dividend 
»... Se | Name. laid up p.ip. Cent. iQ a 
Shares! 6 & | | Share. | Annum, /@0ratons. 
issued. < & | | 
| j 
| = - WSgiiad > - 
£& | GAS COMPANIES. ERY ‘es & % > £ 
8000 20 | Anglo-Romano , .,...-|/20 00/10 0 0 | 20 — 22 
5000 | 20 Bahia (Limited) . . . . . «| 26 09; 30 0/ 10$—11 
1000 «20 | Do.,preference . . . . .|20 0 60/10 0 O| 24 — 26 
750 | 20 | Do.,do., redeemable . -'20 90/10 0 O}] 22 — 24 
40000 5 | Bombay (Limited) - & -| 6 0 0; 615 0 5}— 6 
10000 5 eg eee es ee 615 0 4—lLpm, 
10000 20 British (Limited). . . -|20 00/10 0 0} 32 — 34 


(Norwich, Hull-Sculeoates, Han- 
ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- | 
teries], Trowbridge., and Holy- | 
well.) . | 


° 
| 





Cagliari (Limited) . . . . ./20 0 























7500 20 0 0 0 
160000 | 10 | CharteredAshares . . .. }10 0 0, 10 0 O} 14}— 143 
20000 10 De, As s ss + «6 » 0 ft @1O 1.20. © @ | SeBinm 
16000 =6—10 Do., B shares, 4 per cent.max, | 10 0 0 400 > sie 
25000 | 10 Do.,5 percent. preference. .| 10 0 0 5 0 O} 12j— 12 
20000 «410 Do., 5 per cent. preference, | 
secondissue. . . ...| 8 0 0' 5 0 0} 2—24pm. 
20000 10 Do., 10 per cent.preference. .| 10 9 0 10 0 0} 193— 26} 
12000 25 Do., Damares. . ... 21/9 0 0/0 0 @ 484— 49) 
17490 | 100 | Commercial. . . . . . « « {100 0 0, 10 O Of} 357 —159 
20006 420 | Continental Union. . . . . ./20 0 0; 8 0 0; 20j— 21) 
10000 20 Dee. 1 « « 0s oh eee 8 00 j—lLpm 
10000 10 DL. « +» « # © 210 0' 8900 par—4j pm. 
10000 , 20 Do.,preference . .. .°./20 00 790 0; 2—223 
| (Grmny.: Strsbg. France: Cette, | | 
Nismes, Montargis Vienne, | 
| Roanne, Beaucaire, Rueil, Albi. | 
Italy: Milan, Genoa, Parma, | 
Modena, Alessandria, Messina.) \ | 
5000 10 | Crystal Palace District. . . .|10 0 0/10 0 0} 15—16 
5000! 10 | Do.,preference . . . . .|10 0 0/ 6 0 0} 1lg— 192 
10000 10 | Do.,newshares ,. . . . .|10 00; 700) iQ 
23406 | 10 | European(Limited). . . ..{/10 00; 800; K— 144 
12000 | 10 | Do.,newshares . . . . .| 560) 8 0 0} 2—2ipm. 
| (Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, | 
| Havre, & Nantes.) | 
4054 10 Foreign and Colonjal (Limited) ./| 10 0 0! ¥s 10 — 10} 
5000 «10 | Hong hong(Limited) . . . ./|10 0 0/10 0 0/ 13 — 13) 
1550000 | 100 Imperial Co ws a 6 a eee 0/10 0 0} 158 —160 
26000 | 123 | Do.,newshares . . . . .|1210 0| 7 O Oj 35 — 152 
1300 , 100 | DOs w+ 2's e* £100 10 © 0} 195 —200° 
56000 | 50 | Imperial Continental . . . .| 4315 0| 9 2 6| 62 — 64 
| (Amsterdam, Berlin,Ghent, Han- | 
| over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix- 
la-Chapelle, Antwerp, Bor- 
| deaux, Brussels, Cologne, } 
| Frankfort-on-Maine, Haarlem, | 
Stolberg, Toulouse, & Vienna.) { 
3000 | 40 Independent . . . . « + -|/40 00/10 0 0} 66 — & 
3000 | 10 | + =n GS abate -e 1 00;';500 8— 9 
3000 | 20 | is «s & etn eee ee 710 0 25 — 26 
10 | i «<< 4 oe ewe wee = 
250000 | Sk. | London . . 2 « © «© 66 [100 0 O)} 10 0 0] 154 —156 
£15000 | Sk. | Do., Ist preference. . . 100 0 0; 6 O O} 115 —118 
| Sk. | Do.,2ndpreference. . . .|100 0 @) 6 0 0 
Sk. | Do., 3rd preference. . . . {100 0 0) 6 O 0 
£18781 | 100 | Do., Ist preferencestock . ./100 0 0) 6 0 0 
£11828 | 100 | Do., 2nd preferencestock . .|100 0 0/ 5 0 0 
15000 5 | Malta and Mediterranean(Limited)} 5 0 0) 5 0 0 3— 3 
6000; 5 Do., preference ~ « 0) $001 88) Be & 
29000 j 5 } Mauritius (Limited)... . . 200 700 2— 2 
25000 | 20 | Monte Video(Limited) . . . .| 20 0 0 a 23 — 24 
8000 | 10 Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) . .| 10 0 0} os “Tad dis 
30000 | 5 Oriental (Calcutta) . . ° 500; 9 0 6 4— 7 
30000 5 Do.,newshares . . . « -| 210 0} 9 0 O©| g—13pm. 
10000 | 5 | Ottoman(Limited) . ... 5 00 nil. 13— 2} 
17500 | 18 | Para (Limited). s&s eee — 10 
27000 | 20 Seas = 6 + es ee 20 0 0/10 0 Of 3Ik— 324 
560000/. | 100 ee eee ee 45 0 0| 710 0| 13-15pm. 
1440007. | Sk. eg Se. ° ° 100 0 0) 5 0 0} 91— 93 
5000| 20 | Ratcliff. . . . . . . .'+/22 00/10 0 0] 31—33 
$4000 | 20 | RiodeJaneiro(Limited) . . .| 20 0 0 10 0 0| 36 — 38 
7359 | 5-| Singapore (Limited) . «wet 2264. 358 “a— 5 
2000; 5 Do., preference . .. . 5 0 0 710 0 54— 6 
1500} 324/| Shanghai .... a 3210 0/12 0 0} 30— 32 
4000 | 50 | South Metropolitan . . . . .|50 0 0/10 0 0} 83 — 85 
4000 | 12h) Dow en se st] tEaG O) 10 8) 20 — a1 
20000 | 12: Do.,mnewshares . . .. > 210 0 | 10 0 0 | 33-4} p 
15000 | 10 | Surrey Consumers . . . . 10 0 0,10 0 0} 154— 16 
10600 | 10 | Oe, Sea ee 700,10 00 44— 5 
9000! 4 | United General (Limerick). . .| 400; 500 lj- 1j 
1506 | 10 | Wandsworth and Putney » -|10 0 0/10 0 0} 4—15 
1500 | 10 | ms +o -. o * a > ona eee ll — 12 
2957 | 10 Do. oso eaeeorvina 8 OI F & Ss 
993 | 10 | Ese ela el 5 es al PSS LS 
16000| 5 | WestHam. ....... §00;900 8 
10000 5 Do.,mewshares . . ...}] 110 0/10 0 0 —3}pm 
j | 
| | | 
| | | 
WATER COMPANIES, | 
coo00 | 10 | Berlin , . 2... + « «| 10 0 Of} 1110 Of} 174— 18) 
12000 | 100 | Chelsea. . . . . . . . . (100 00; 6 O O/ 117 —119° 
18000 | 100 | EastLondor : ; | ; 2 : | /100 0 0) 6 @ O/| 120 —122 
10000 | 50 | Grand Junction © . 1. . || 50 0 0| 8 0) 78 — 80 
5840 | 25 Do.,4shares. . . . . .|25 0 0) 810 0; 39 — 40 
2160 | 25 Do., new do.; maximum divi- | 
dend,7}percent.. . . .|25 0 0; 710 0| 33 — 35 
4396 100 Kent canine tis tut 5 te on ee 6 0 0} 120 —122 
5339 | 100 | Lambeth . .... .. .(/100 0 0; 6 5 0; 149 —121 
Ta See “ere eee 8 Ee 
ee SR 2 err ee |100 0 0|' 8 O 0} 170 —180 
4443 | 100 | aia: ai’ «a cos Gewese OTs Oe 36 — 38 
4000 | 100 Do., debenture stock, 4 ‘per 
| | CE cc. wens 9 +e te ere, Oi 443i Ba BB 
3086 | 100 | Southwarkand Vauxhall , . , {100 0 0 510 0 | 104 —106 
1296 | 100 | Do., preference stock . 1100 0 Oo} 5 0 0! 99 —101 
| 100 | Do.,Dshares. . . . . . |100 0 0/ 510 0| 102 —104 
| Dieta «> 6. > = 2» ee 410 0} 
| 100 Do.,newordinaty . . : : 410 0) 
1600 100 Do., new ordinary, No. 1 -|40 0 0; 410 0 
13913 | 61 West Middiesexs . . . . , . | 61 0 O'}£6persh.’ 118 —120 
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ASSESSMENT OF THE DovER GaS-WORKS.—The Assessment Committee of 
the Dover Union have been sitting this week to hear the appeals against Mr. 
Marsball’s new valuations. The proceedings of Monday closed with the case 
of the rating of the gas-works. This appeal was conducted by Mr. R. H. 
Jones, without any professional assistance, He handed in and produced evi- 
dence in support of a statement showing the cost of coals and the cost of pro- 
ducing gas at present prices of coal. A long discussion ensued, in the course 
of which we are info:med that Mr. Marshall fully acquiesced in the formula 
adopted by Mr. Jones, and stated that Messrs. Anderson and Jones could not 
be rated at all unless the price of gas was increased 1s, 4d. per 1000, and that 
he could not advise the committee to take this case to the sessions, as he 
could not support them against the evidence produced by Mr, Jones.—Dover 
Telegraph. 

HvuppersFietp (Corporation) Gas Suprry.—At the ordinary monthly 
meeting of the Huddersfield Town Council, on the 19th ult., the question of 
differential rates for the supply of gas in the out-districts was warmly debated 
on a proposition being brought up from the Gas Committee to charge 1s. extra 
per 1000 cubic feet at Bradlev, beyond the rate charged in the central districts, 
Alderman Crawshaw said he had gone over the figures with Mr. Burgess very 
carefully, and had arrived at the calculation that it would cost the corporation at 
least 4s, 10d. per 1000 to deliver the gas to Bradley. That was 1s. 4d. in excess 
of the price which the corporation. were charging the central district. They 
calculated upon a sale of 3 million feet of gas at Bradley, provided Mr. S. 
Haigh was one of the consumers, and they proposed that the Bradley district be 
supplied with gas at a shilling above the price charged in the central district 
for five years, and that at the end of the five years it be charged at the same 
price. By that arrangement the corporation would lose a considerable amount 
of money; still they should be able to bring the districts a little more within 
their reach, and ultimately to bring in the whole of the outer districts, If they 
charged the same price as in the inner districts, it would evidently put an end 
to all extension in other districts. He assured the council that the gas-works, 
in their present state, could not stand continual extension at a loss, because it 
was all the Gas Committee could do to make ends meet to supply gas at 3s. 6d. 
per 1000. If gas was supplied to Bradley at an equal price with the central 
district, the committee would have to raise the price of gas in the town to 4s., 
and also abolish the discounts. He believed there was not a town in England 
where the gas had been extended three or four miles without an extra charge. 
Alderman Sykes seconded the proposition. He had stated before that the old 
gas company treated the districts of Marsh and Lindley in the same way, and 
those districts paid 1s. to 1s. 6d. per 1000 feet extra to what was paid in the 
town for some five or six years. Mr. Houghton opposed the motion, as did also 
Mr. Marriott, who questioned whether it was not a breach of faith to the out- 
districts. When they were getting the Improvement Bill, did the corporation 
suppose Bradley would have given its sanction if it could have foreseen the 
attempt of the Gas Committee to charge them 1s. extra for their gas? or did they 
suppose Bradley would have sanctioned the purchase of the gas-works by the 
corporation if they did not think themselves entitled to be placed on an equal 
footing? He wished the council to turn over a new chapter with regard to the 
outside, and that was the chapter of equality. If they charged Bradley extra 
for gas, the came principle would apply equally as well to the water-works, He 
asked them to bear in mind that the responsibility of purchasing the gas-works 
and the water-works rested with the outside just as much as with the inside. 
There had been accidents at the gas-works which had swallowed up the 
accumulated funds of years, and dipped into the dividends. In the event of 
such accidents happening again the outer districts would have to pay their share 
of the cost. Very little of the increase of expense which Alderman Crawshaw 
had alluded to would arise from the extension of mains, but the increased price 








of making gas, He hoped the council would decide that question upon the prin- 
ciple that the whole cost of the gas should be distributed over the whole boroug! 
at one uniform rate. Alderman Sykes said that assuming the maximum cor- 
sumption to be 3 million cubic feet per annum, the extra charge would on). 
amount to £150, which he thought the council might concede, and so place 
te an equal footing with the inner districts, especially when thes 
remembered how highly Bradley was rated now compared with its rates before 
the incorporation. Alderman Brooke reminded the council that the gas-works were 
bought by the whole of the corporation, every part of the borough having t 
contribute its share of the cost, and being responsible for any loss. Those cen- 
tlemen who were on the corporation committee when the charter of incorporaticr 
was applied for knew with what a determination the people. of Bradley fough: 
against being included in that charter. At that time Bradley was managing its 
own affairs, and had a very cheap rate, not exceeding 5d. inthe pound. To-des 
the rate for Bradley Ward was 3s, 9d., and the ratepayers there had nota single 
advantage which they had not then. He really could not understand what cou- 
sistency or generosity there was in gentlemen asking that Bradley should t+ 
punished further. Why, in the name of fortune, the moment they bought the 
gas-worke, did they not begin a deferential rate? Alderman Denham. moved «: 
an amendmert—“ That the question be referred back to the committee for con- 
sideration,’ which was seconded by Mr. Aston, who thought the corporatics 
had no power to extend their gas-mains beyond three miles, and if the mat‘« 
was adjourned for a month that could be inquired into. After a long convern. 
tion the amendment was negatived by 29 against 13. The original propositics 
for an extra charge upon Bradley was then submitted, and rejected also, 11 only 
voting for it. 


DUKE OF HAMILTON’S 
LESMAHAGOW GAS COAL. 


LESSEES: 
LESMAHAGOW AND LONGLEE COAL COMPANY, 
Cfice—5, DIXON STREET, GLASGOW. 





| Works—BLACKWO0D & SOUTHFIELD, LESMAHAGOW 


English and Foreign Agents: 


JAMES MILLER, SON, & CO. 


9, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C., 


AND 


75, UNION STREET, GLASGOW. 





BEALE’S IMPROVED PATENT GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 





Fra, 224, 


WITH 
GWYNNE & BEALE’S 
PATENT 
IMPROVEMENTS, 


Made under the personal super- 
intendence of 


Mr. BEALE, 
The oldest Maker, Inventor 
and Patentee of 
GAS-EXHAUSTING 


MACHINERY. 


It is NOT CORRECT to state that 
Mr. BEALE has RETIRED. Y 





Fig. 224 represents one of those erected at the Imperial Gas- Works, Bromley, capable of passing 210,000 cubic feet of gas per hour. These Patent Machines 
combine the highest quality of workmanship and materials, the largest bearings and wearing surfaces, with the most perfect system of action yet 


discovered. Fig. 225 represents one of a series of four at the Nottingham Gas-Works, each passing 52,500 cubic feet per hour. 


GWYNNE AND Co. do net 


pretend to enter into a struggle with other makers in respect to cheapness. They have never sought to make price the chief consideration, but t« 


produce Machinery of the very highest quality, and the most approved design and arrangement. 


heir prices have been estimated with a due regard to the 


excellence of the article produced, and when this is taken into consideration, they have no fear for the result. 
The orders executed this season for Exhausters and alterations to their patented system, amount to over 3,000,000 cubic feet of gas passed per hour, and & 


over 200 horse power for Engines to drive them. 


In every instance their work is giving the greatest satisfaction. 
Ty gr 


REGULATORS, BYE-PASSES, STOP-VALVES, GAS-VALVES, & MACHINERY FOR GAS MANUFACTURE, OF ALL SIZES, 


CAN BE HAD ON APPLICATION TO 


GWYNNE & CO., HYDRAULIC & GAS ENGINEERS, ESSEX STREET WORKS, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


Prices and every information on application. 





DUKE OF HAMILTON'S 
LESMAHAGOW GAS COAL. 


The superior quality of this well-known Cannel, as wrought by 


THE NITSHILL AND LESMAHAGOW COAL COMPANY. 


Is now generally admitted by all Gas Engineers. 
PRICE AND ANALYSIS MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION TO 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH. 
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BEALE'S IMPROVED PATENT GAS- EXHAUSTER 


WITH 


ENGINE COMBINED 
ONE BASE PLATE. Om — 








SOLE MAKERS, 


GEORGE WALLER & CO., 


Who, since Mr. BEALE’S retirement, are the Oldest 
Makers. 





EXHAUSTERS with HORIZONTAL ENGINE combined. 
EXHAUSTERS with OUTSIDE BEARINGS. 
MAKERS of ENGINES, BOILERS, and GAS MACHINERY. 

TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS. GAS-VALVES in stock, 2 to 30 inches. 
SELF-ACTING BYE-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever. 
MANN’S and many other descriptions of WATER DISTRIBUTORS, 
SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, and CONDENSERS. 

EXHAUSTERS from 3000 to _60, 000, new and second hand, in stock. 


PHENIX EN GIN: EERING WORKS, HOLLAND STREET, S. E, , & at STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


VICKARYS AND ROBERTSON, 


Late JOHN VICKARY, 
ESTABLISHADAD 1840, 


GAS ENCINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, 
WEST OF ENGLAND ENGINEERING WORKS, EXETER. 


GASHOLDERS AND TANKS, 


Retorts, Retort-Fittings, Condensers, Scrubbers, Purifiers, Station-Meters, Governors, Rack and Screw 
Valves. Gas and Water Mains always in Stock. 


STEAM-ENGINES, EXHAUSTERS, SHAFTING AND GEARING, &c. 


GAS-FITTING S, 
Including Chandeliers, Pendants, Hall Lamps, Brackets, Star and ‘Sun Lights of all designs. 


WET & DRY GAS-METERS, 


Combining most recent improvements in principle and manufacture ; upwards of 200,000 already in work, giving highest satisfaction. 
(A guarantee of five years given with every Meter. ) 
PLUMBERRS WORK, including Lift and Force Pumps; Cocks for Gas and Water and Steam; Brass Fittings. 
HYDRAULIC AND GENERAL ENGINEERING. 


LONDON OFFICE: 8, JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, W.C. 


HODGE & CO.’S 
IMPROVED VENTILATING SUN-LIGHTS 


WITH TALC REFLECTORS AND SELF-ACTING VALVES 
TO PREVENT DOWN-DRAUGHT; 


7 VENTILATING GLOBE LIGHTS for DINING-ROOMS, LIBRARIES, &e, 


Ormolu, Browe, X Crystal Gaseliers; 


MEDIZVAL CHURCH WORK AND CORON; 

COCKS, VALVES, and FITTINGS for GAS, STEAM, and WATER; be 
COLUMNS, BRACKETS, & STREET LANTERNS; 4 
\ BLACK AND GALVANIZED BARREL COMPO AND TIN PIPE. / 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
100, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 


Drawings and Prices upon application. 


SIDNEY LEONI & CO., 


19, GREAT GEORGE STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., 


ADAMAS WORKS, ST. PAUL STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, N., 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GAS AND HOT WATER APPARATUS, 


AND OF THE WELL-KNOWN 


PATENT ADAMAS GAS-BURNERS, 


A LARGE STOCK OF ALL KIND FOR FAMILY USE ALWAYS READY. 
They have fitted up Cooking Apparatus in large Establishments, where savings of £300 per anuam have been effected. 
See “‘ Report of the London Hospital,” Journat or Gas Ligutine, Aug. 13, 1872, No, 517. 
ESTIMATES ON APPLICATION. 
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ANTED, by a young Man, who will 

be shortly disengaged, a situation as Gas Manager 

or Out-door Superintendent. Would take a situation as 

Foreman in a large works. Suatisfi y ref can be 
given. No objection to go abroad. 

Address J.N. P., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 

Saree, E.C. 


TO GAS COMPANIEs. 


WANTED, by a young Man, a situation 
as GAS or GENERALFITTER. Fair knowledge 
of smith’s work. Can repair wet and dry meters. Good 


reference, 
Apply to J. P., 22, Argyle Road, Bricnton. 


was TED, by the Advertiser, a situa- 
tion as MANAGER of a medium-sized Gas-Works- 
Experience extensive and varied, being familiar with all 
details of gas management. Unexceptionable references, 
and no objection to go abroad. 
Address D. V., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fieer 
Srrest, E.C. 


ANTED, a re-engagement as Working 

MANAGER of a Gas-Work. Thoroughly under- 

stands the manufacture and distribution of gas, laying 
mains and services, meters, &c, Good testimonials. 

Address A. B., 4, Norwich Street, West Park, SHEFFIELD. 


STOKERS. 


ANTED, for a country Gas-Work, two 

thoroughly competent STOKERS, experienced in 

the working and inanegement of clay retorts. Constant 
employment is offered the year through. 

Apply by letter only, addressed S., care of Mr. King, 11, 

Bolt Court, Freer Srreet, E.C. 

















wax TED, by a Gas Company in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, making about 30 million 
feet per annum, a good practical man as GAS MANAGER, 
to undertake the entire superintendence of the works. 
Applications, stating age and salary required, to be sent 
in not later than the 26th inst. 
Address Gas ManaaGer, care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieet Stren, E.C, 


ANTED, a situation as Working 
MANAGER or FOREMAN of a Gas-Work. Has 
a practical knowledge of the manufacture aud distribution 
of gas, canlay mains and services, fix and take indices of 
meters, &c.; is afirst-class gas-fitter. Can produce good 
testimonials. 
Address E. W., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Sreerer, E.C. 
ANTED, for a Gas-Work in South 
America, an experienced and steady TIN METEK 
MAKER, Wages, 44 dols. = 13s. Gd. per day. Time and 
a half allowed for overtime. Terms—four or five years, at 
option of Company. Free passage out and home, and half 
pay 00 passage out. 
Address, with references, to L., care of Mr. King, 11, 
Bolt Court, Fteer Srrett, E.C. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a situa- 
tion as WORKING MANAGER. Can set clay 
oriron retorts, lay mains or services. Also a good fitter. 
Saeeey references can be given as to character and 
ability. 
Address D. L., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Street, E.C. 


was TED, at a provincial Gas-Work, 
where there are about 2000 accounts, and where 
the make of gas is 75 million feet, a gentleman of experience 
as temporary SECRETARY and MANAGER. A first- 
— man is wanted, and a liberal arrangement would be 
made. 

For further particulars apply to T. L., care of Mr. King, 
11, Bolt Court, Fixer Street, E.C. 








UCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, 
EDINBURGH, March 25, 1873. 

We beg to intimate that we have opened a Factory and 

Warehouse, under the management of Mr. J. L. Clouds- 


ley, in 

“KING HENRY’S WALK, BALLS POND ROAD, 

LONDON, N. 
(Near Dalston Junction Station), 
At which address we shall be happy to receive orders, and 
liope that the above premises will increase our ability to 
meet the i ts of our ti 8, especially in 
Zondon and the more southern counties of England, not 
only for the supply of new Wet and Dry Meters, but also 
for alterations and repairs. 
We are, yours respectfully, 
W. anv B, Cowan. 








Address : 
London—King Henry’s Walk, Palls Pond Road, N. 
Edinburgh—Buccleuch Street Works. 


¢¢ T\ON” ECONOMIC LUBRICATING 


OIL is about 40 per cent. cheaper than the kinds 
heretofore used by Gas Companies, many of whom have 
adopted it. Tne Alliance Gas Company say, ** Your ‘ Don’ 
Oil gives us every satisfaction.” Trial casks sent on appro- 
bation. —Duncan Brotuers,2, Blomfield 8t., Lonpon, E.C. 











COST PRICE SHEETS. 

WAS UFACTURE AND DISTRIBU- 
TION OF GAS, These sheets are the same as 

were laid before the Dublin Meeting of the British Associa- 

tion of Gas Managers; but in the REPRINT, NOTES 

have been added for the guidance of those using them. 

Copies of the two sheets may now be had, price 5s. 

South Shields, January, 1873. W. J. Warver. 


COOKING AND HEATING BY GAS, 
MAGNUS OHREN, ALC.E. 


NEW AND REVISED EBITION. 
Prepared for Gas Companies to circulate amongst their gas 
s consumers. 
£1 per’00; £3 15s. per 500; or £6 per 1000. 
Address, Maonvs OuRrEY, Gas- Werks, Lower Sydenham, 
London, §.E, 


ANTED, a 6-inch Water-Meter. 
Send price and particulars to J. Cartwricur, 
Surveyor, DuKINFIELD. 
OR SALE—Two Lids for 8-ft. Purifiers, 
one Cockey’s 10-in. VALVE for four Purifiers, and 
three 10-in. VALVES. All in good condition. 
Apply to J. Hepworrs, Gas-Works, CagisLe. 








F R SALE, in good condition, a Station 
METER, made by Milne and Son, Edinburgh. Will 
pass from 5000 to 6°00 feet per hour. 
7-inch hydraulic bye-pass. 
Address P. Innes, Manager, Corporation Gas-Works, 
Forrar. 





Fo SALE, Small Gas-Works complete, 
for supplying 20 to 30 lights. Tank and gasholder 
of wroughtiron. Capacity about 300 cubic feet. Nearly 
new. 

Price and other information may be obtained by arplica- 
tion to T. A. Hepiey, Esq., Consulting Gas Engineer, 
3, Abchurch Lane, Lonpon, E.C. 


. ‘ : 
N SALE, a4-in. ** Wright’s” Governor, 
in good condition. Fixed four years; replaced with a 
larger one. 
Apply tc the Knutsrorp Gas AND WaTER Company. 


" GORPORATION GAS-WORKS, DARLINGTON. 
TO IRONFOUNDERS. 


HE Gas Committee of Darlington Cor- 
poration are prepared to receive TENDERS for the 
supply of about 100 lineal yards 12-inch, 1000 liueal yards 
6-inch, and 400 lineal yards 3-inch vertically cast IRON 
SOCKET PIPES, turned and bored for jointing. 

The specification may be seen on application to the 
Engineer, Gas-Works,.Darlington, to whom tenders must 
be sent not later than the 24th inst., stating price per ton, 
delivered at Railway Depét, Darlington. 

The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 

By order, Wm. B. Emmerson, Engineer. 








With or without | 


! BRACKNELL GAS COMPANY, LIMITED, 


E Directors of the above Company are 
willing to receive TENDERS to take the Brackne 
Gas-Works on LEASE for a term of years. 

Tenders, stating rent and proposed sureties, are to be sent 
to the Company’s Secretary, Mr. Wrttram Lovecrove, 
BRACKNELL, on or before the 7th of April next, from whom 
all necessary particulars can be obtained. 

The Directors do not pledge themselves to accept the 
highest or any tender. 


THE AIR GASLIGHT COMPANY, LIMITED. 


TO GAS CONSUMERS, ARCHITECTS, AND OTHERS. 


| (HE Company are now prepared to take 
| ORDERS to supply Machinery and Illuminating 
| Material for Lighting Buildings of all sizes and every des- 
| cription; also to adapt the Company’s process to existing 
| Coal Gas-Works. 

| Apply tothe Szcrerary,46, Finsbury Circus, Lonpon,E.C. 


CORPORATION GAS-WORKS, DARLINGTON: 
STATION-METER FOR SALE. 


{ 

[HE Gas Committee of the Darlington 

Corporation have for SALE a STATION-METER, 
made to pass 12,000 cubic feet of gas per hour, hydraulic 
valves, bye-pass, pressure and water-line gauges, and tell- 
tale index complete. 

This meter has only been in use a few years. and is in 
good order, and is for sale in consequence of having been 
superseded by a larger one. The meter may be seen at the 
Darlington Gas-Works. 

Offers to be forwarded to the undersigned. 

By order, Wn. B. Emmerson, Engineer. 


| 
| 








| 











Now ready, 4th edition, enlarged and revised, 12mo., cloth 
boards, price 6s., or limp, Weale’s series, 5s. (postage 6d.), 
A Dictio of Terms used in Architec- 

TURE, BUILDING, ENGINEERING, MINING, 
METALLURGY, ARCH ZOLOGY, the FINE ARTS, &c. 

By Joun WEALE. 
Edited by Bosert Hunt, F.R.S., Keeper of Mining 
Records, Editor of ‘* Ure’s Dictionary of Arts,” & 


' London: Lockwoop & Co.,7, Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. 





SIDNEY LEONI & CoO., 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


“HEAT REFLECTOR” 


COOKING APPARATUS, 


19, GREAT GEORGE STREET, WESTMINSTER, 5.W., 
ADAMAS WORKS, ST. PAUL STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, LONDON, N. 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1873, at SOUTH KENSINGTON, 


Beg to advise Managers of Gas- Works that their Revisep Lists of all kind of Gas Apparatus for 
the Summer Season are now ready. 


SPECIAL TERMS TO 


APPOINTED AGENTS. 





ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, 


ei 





ROSE MOUNT IRON-WORKS, 
ELLAND, near HALIFAX, 


MANUFACTURES AND ERECTS 


GAS APPARATUS & MACHINERY 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


GAS EXHAUSTERS, 


WITH STEAM-ENGINES COMBINED. 


DRY, CENTRE, AND BYE-PASS VALVES; WROUGHT-IRON AND CAST-IRON 
SCRUBBERS; ANNULAR AND PIPE CONDENSERS, atu sizzs. 


PURIFIERS from 4to40 FEET SQUARE, 


Stean-Engines, and Steam-Pumps. 


RETORT SETTERS & FITTERS SENT TO ALL PARTS. 


ALL WORK AND MATERIALS 


GUARANTEED OF THE BEST DESCRIPTION. 





KY ; 
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SOMERVILLE’S 





PATENT JOINTS FOR GAS & WATER PIPES 


Require no ‘‘ yarning,’’ no ‘‘setting up,” nor increased excavation for joint-holes, while less 
lead and less labour suffice for the making of joints, which have been proved to withstand 965 lbs. 
on the square inch, have stood the test of more than two years practical use, and must, from the 
principle of their construction, remain sound. 

For Licences to Manufacture, apply to 


Mr. W. H. BENNETT, 
42, PARLIAMENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W. 


PET 
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J.% J. BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of 
Gas Act and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


PATENT FIXED WATER-LINE GAS-METERS, 


Which are uniform with the ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS- METERS, 
IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION-METERS, 
WITH PLANED JOINTS. 
GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &c. 
Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. 


All Sizes of CONSUMERS METERS, STATION- , and GOVERNORS generally in Stock. 
Orders almost invariably despatched on the day of receipt. 
TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


HENRY SKOINES, 
CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEER 





SETTING RETORTS, 
ERECTING AND REMODELLING GAS-WORKS 
OF ANY EXTENT, AT HOME AND ABROAD. 


RETORTS RESET, and the whole or any portion of Gas Apparatus supplied 
to the Trade, with their choice of name and device, if desired. 





7. ARGYLE STREET, KING oS5 CROSS. 


THE THAMES BANK IRON COMPANY, 


(Successors to LYNCH WHITE,) 
SUPPLY FROM STOCK 
CAST-IRON RETORTS, SOCKET-PIPES for GAS or WATER PURPOSES, FLANGE- 
PIPES for STEAM, RAIN-WATER PIPES and GUTTERS, HOT-WATER PIPES 
and BOILERS, and all requisite Connexions for same; also LAMP-COLUMNS, LAMPS, 
WROUGHT FRAMES, WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, &c., &e. 
All kinds of Gas- Works Apparatus and General Castings made to Pattern or Drawing. 








ADDRESS— 


OLD BARGE WHARF, UPPER GROUND STREET, LONDON, S.E. 





THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION OF 1873 

Will OPEN on EASTER MONDAY. The Industries 

illustrated will be SILK, CARRIAGES, STEEL, and 

FOOD, with Works of FINE ART of ‘all kinds and 

Countries. 

About 300 of the best works of the late J. Pariurp, R.A., 
and T. Creswick, R.A., will be exhibited; also works by 
Officers of the Army and Navy. 

Admission One Shilling. a and Saturday Evenings, 
Sixpence each, after 6 o’clock. 


AHIA GAS COMPANY, 

NOTICE is hereb = that ‘the ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of this Company 
will be held, at the Offices of the C y, 10, 

Street, London, on TUESDAY, the 22nd day of Apu 1873, 
to receive the Report of the Directors, the Balance-Sheet 
approved by the Auditors, and for general purposes. 
The chair will be taken at Three o’clock precisely. 
By order of the Board, 
_ April 2, 1873. Atrrep J. HEAD, Secretary. 


(jP0RGETOWN (BRITISH GUIANA) 
GAS COMPANY, LIM 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, et be ‘ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING of the Shareholders of the 
above Company will be held at the London Tavern, 
Bishopsgate Street, in the City of London, on THURS- 
DAY, the 24th day of April inst., at Two o'clock in the after- 
noon ‘precisely, to receive the Directors Report and the 
Accounts of the Company for the half year ending the 3lst 
day of December last, for the election ef Directors and 
Auditors in the place of those retiring by rotation, and 
for the transaction of the general busi of the Company. 

By order of the Board, 
Atrrep Lass Secretary. 
Offices, 60, Cornhill, London, April 2, 1873. 


P HENI X GASLIGHT AND “COKE 
COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby 44 that the ADJOURNED HALF- 
YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of PROPRIETORS, 
holding previous to the 3lst of December last £300 paid-up 
capital and upwards in the said Company, willbe held, 
pursuant to the Act of Incorporation, on WEDNESDAY, 
the 9th of April, at One o’clock, at the Bridge House 
Hotel, in the Borough of Southwark, for the purpose of 
declaring Dividends to the 3lst of December last, to elect 
Directors and Auditors for the ensuing year, and on other 
business. 

The Transfer Books will be closed on and after the 26th 
instant, and opened on the 16th proximo. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 
Isaac ADOLPHUS CROOKENDEN, Secretary. 

70, Bankside, London, March 19, 1873. 


“ 
ACK N UMBERS of the J ournal of 
Gas LicuTine” required to complete sets — viz., 
Nos. 296, 299, 345. 
The fall marked price will be given on any of the above 
being sent to X. A., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fresr 
Srreet, E.C. 














y 16mo., Sixty-four pages, 
DVANTAGES of GAS. By J. 0. N. 
st Thousand, 


RUTTER. A _ new edition.—20 
Brighton: Published by the Author. 

This little book is intended for distribution by Gas Com- 
panies and the manufacturers of gas apparatus. It has done 
good in making known the benefits and promoting the sale 
of gas; and it is hoped that its usefulness might be con- 
tinued and greatly extended, 

Prices :—1000 copies, £8; 500 copies, £4 5s.; 250 copies, 
£2 5s. Any smaller number at 20s. per 100 copies. 

A specim on gov f i per post for three penny stamps. 











Covers printed ape 
Apply to J. O'N x. , Black Rock, Brienron. 
Nov, 13, 1871. 
DEMPSTER’S 
RENOWNED 


WOOD SIEVES, 
WITH TAPER BARS, 
MADE BY MACHINERY 


CAPABLE OF MAKING 10,000 reET 
WEEKLY. 


References to Hundreds of First- 
Class Engineers. 

ROSE MOUNT IRON-WORKS, 

ELLAND, near HALIFAX. 


ARMSTRONG’S 
SAFETY LAMP 


FOR GAS-WORKS, 


Or for any purpose 
where a good light and 
safety are required, 








This lamp has been 
in use in most of the 
English and Foreign 
Gas-Works for many 
years, giving entire 
satisfaction, 
ADDRESS— 

H. ARMSTRONG, 
GAS -METER 
MANUFACTURER, 
GAS AND HOT WATER 
ENGINEER, 

43, MANCHESTER STREET, 
KING’S CROSS. 
Gas-Works for 
Mansions Erected, 
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Mr, ALFRED LASS, 
60, CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C., 


Is prvpered, to open the Books, and, a necessary, hei the 
Gasand ater Com 
To ees the Books and Accounts, naed prepare Balance- 
Sheets for the information of Directors. 
To assist Secretaries in preparing Balance-Sheets, ac- 
cording to the ‘‘ Gas- Works Clauses Act, 1871;” or may be 
consulted with respect to Accounts generally. 


PONTIFEX, Consulting Gas 
Engineer, having retired from the Great Central Gas 
‘Com is now preparedto furnish PLANS and 8PECIFI- 
CATIONS, as well as ADVISE Provincial Gas Companies 
o to the erection of new, or alteration and enlargement of 
existing works. 
Offices: 22, Coleman Street, Lonpon, E.C. 


J T.B. PORTER & A. SILVERTHORNE, 
@ CE., 1, Westminster Chambers, Lonzon, 8.W., 


Consulting Engineers. 
Corporations and Companies advised on all matters 


connected with Gas and Water Works. 


RoBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main-P _— by an 

jn roved Patent, General Ironfounders, Gas Engineers, 
Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


GLAyTon's | PATENT 81 X-WAY 
VALVE only requires one valve to work two purifiers ; 
saves more than three-fourths of the connexion-pipes ; 
requires neither tees, elbows, nor bends; no racks or 
springs to get out of order. 
For particulars, apply to Crayton, Son, & Co., Gas 
Engineers, Hunslet, Lexps. 


G. MACKANESS, 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANUFACTURER OF 
SULPHATE OF AMMONIA, 


$6, Edward St., Hampstead Road, London, N.W., 
Respectfully invites the attention of Gas Companies to the 
great importance of their Distilling their Ammoniacal 
Liquor. It need hardly be said the price of Sulphate of 
Ammonia is such as must be a good source of revenue. 

The Advertiser will undertake to put up the necessary 
, Apparatus upon the best rinciples, and guarantee to leave 
them in good working order. 

N.B.— All communications will have prompt attention, 




















BOX’S PATENT FASTENING. 
a . 
By ; 


‘ 
a, away : 





This fastening for retort-lids is proved by experience to 
be the most simple, effective, and durable of any that have 
ever been used. 

The amount of luting is reduccd more than one-half. 

The lid is rapidly secured and gas saved. 

For prices, references, and particulars, apply to THE 
SOLE (AKERS, G. WALLER AND Co., HoLLanp StREEt, 
Lonpon, 8. E., » and at Stroup, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, . 


CLOTH GAS-BAGS FOR MAINS, 
2 lhe sy to the 
»Chartered, 
aa other London 
and Provincial Gas 
Companies. Bellows 
and Valves for in- 
fg fiating Well Dresses, 
Stokers Gloves, In- 
dia-Rubber Suction 
and Delivery Hose, 
Gas-Tubing, Lea- 
ther, India- huther 
and Gutta-Percha 


Machine-Bands, Sheet and Washers for Steam Joints. 
T. BUGDEN, Manufacturer, 
7, Gosw. ELL BOAD, LONDON, E.Cc. 











GAS AN D WATER PIPES. 


WILLIAM MACLEOD & Co., 
METAL MERCHANTS AND CONTRACTORS, 
18 & 20, ALSTON STREET, GLASGOW. 


CAST-IRON GAS AND WATER PIPES AND 
FURNISHINGS. 


MALLEABLE IRON TUBE FOR GAS, WATER, 
AND STEAM. 


Acents ror THOMAS GLOVER & CO,’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS 
DELIVERY F.0.B. ON CLYDE. 

Lists on application. 





GEORGE ORME & CO., 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, BRASSFOUNDERS & FINISHERS, 


ATLAS METER-WORKS, OLDHAM. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLES. 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, PRESSURE -REGISTERS, 
And every Description of Gas Apparatus. 

GAS, STEAM, AND WATER FITTINGS. 


ALEXANDER F. PAINTER, 


CONTRACTING ENGINEER FOR GAS AND WATER WORKS, 
GREAT BERKHAMPSTEAD, HERTS. 


Foreign Orders carefully executed. Provincial Gas-Works 
designed and erected. Extensions of Works carried out with 
despatch. Mains supplied and promptly laid. Public and Pri- 
vate Buildings fitted up. Gasholders, Purifier Covers, and all 
Sheet Ironwork. Wrought Ironwork to drawing. 


SPECIFICATIONS, ESTIMATES, AND TENDERS GIVEN. 
GAS-WORKS LEASED. 











STOCKTON 
ON 


TEES. 





ASHMORE & WHILE, 


GAS ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


Including Improved 
Retort-Lids, Boilers, Cast and Wrought Lron 
‘Tanks, Iron Roofing, Bridges, Girders, 
And GENERAL IRONWORK. 





N.B.—Estimates for all Gas Plant and Remodelling supplied on application. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, AND OTHERS. 


GEORGE NEWTON, 
UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 
BRASS FOUNDER AND FINISHER, 


MANUFACTURER OF' 
IMPROVED WET AND DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 
LAMP METERS AND BOXES, 
GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST & PRESSURE REGISTERS, 


GAS STATION -METERS, 
With all the joints planed. 
TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


Pee GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet upwards per Hour.) 
Also, 
ROTARY TAR AND OIL PUMPS. 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22,4,.Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. 
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JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEEBRBS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gas-Fittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 
KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 


2s 





STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, CONSUMERS METERS, GAS LUSTRES, 
CHANDELIERS, BRACKETS, &c., 


And every description of Gas-Fittings and Gas Apparatus, 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby — 


«The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. J am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Extract from Dr, Frankland’s Course of Lectures at the Royal School of Mines, February, 1868. 
“ 8choll’s Platinum Perfecfer is one of the most important inventions of modern times in connexion with the 
burning of coal gas.” 2 : 
Price Is. each for Fishtail Burners. 
Tove had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers. 
JOHN SCHOLL, Manufactory: 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET; 
Retail Depot: 198a, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 
*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, ——_— the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 

















GAS COAL MERCHANTS, 


107, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER. 





ALL CLASSES OF 


ENGLISH, SCOTCH, & WELSH CANNEL COALS. 


SAM. CUTLER & SONS, 
CONTRACTING CAS ENCINEERS, 
GASHOLDER & GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MAKERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BOILERS, IRON ROOFING, IRON BRIDGES, 


AND GENERAL IRONWORK. 





§. C. Anp Sons undertake Contracts of any magnitude 
for the Erection of new and Remodelling of 
aating Gas-Works, for Gasholders, Cast and 
Wrought Iron Tanks, Iron Roofs, and every 
description of Apparatus for the Manufacture and 
Distribution of Gas. 

Special attention is invited to their “‘Improved 
Condenser,” which is very effective, and much ap- 
proved ; also to their patterns of Annular and other 
Condensers, Scrubbers, and Purifiers, of all 
sizes, which they arrange either with Centre or Ordi- 
nary Slide Valves. 


WORKS FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
VILLAGES, MANSIONS, FACTORIES, &c. 





S. C. anp Sons undertake the Supply and Laying of Mains for Gas and Water, and 
supply all Castings, Connexions, and Fittings for Retort-House, Works generally, and for Streets, They 
also supply Valves of all descriptions, Iron and Clay Retorts, Hotpressed Retort-Lids, Steel Charging- 

of improved make, for which they have special machinery, Improved Coke and Coal Barrows, 
Cross-Bars and Screws, Bolts and Nuts, Furnace and Stoking Tools, Iron and Wood Purifier-Sieves, 
Lead, Yarn, Borings, &c., including every requisite whatsoever for a Gas-Work, a well-assorted stock 
being kept of those goods most in request. 


SOLE MAKERS OF BRETT'S PATENT COKE BARROW. 
Experienced Retort Setters sent to any part of the Kingdom. 





Address; PROVIDENCE _IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, 





B. CARPENTER’S 
IMPROVED WOOD SIEVES 


GAS PURIFIERS & SCRUBBERS. 
WORKS: 


22, HERMES STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 





The above Sieves are used by all the Gas Companies 
in London and a great many in the country. Their 
utility, durability, and cheapness combined, render them 
superior to all others. 

‘estimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested their 
qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates given 
if required. 


SHUSRNATIONAL SERIECIEM: 1862. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 


“ HONOURABLE MENTION” ior 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
All sizes up to 4ft. diameter; 
RAILWAY CHAIRS AND SLEEPERS, 
and general Castings. Also 
GREGORY'S & COCKBURN -MUIR’S 
PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office: 63, OLD BROAD STREET, E.C. 











J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 


1, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, VicroniA Srreet,8.W. 


RONNER’S PATENT GAS-BURNEES 
ive 99 per cent. of light, as compared with 27 per 
cent. given by ordinary burners, with equal consumption of 
gas.— Vide ** Gas Referees Report,” published June, 1869. 
Henry GREENE AND Son, Sole Consignees of Brinner’s 
Patent Improvements in Gas Lighting, 16 and 17, King 
William Street, E.C., and 138, Regent Street, Lonpon. 
BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO. late ALBERT 
@ KELLER, Guent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay Retorts 
into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to draw the at- 
tention of the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, 
to the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by them. They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form, The price will be in proportion 
ad a weight, and very moderate in comparison to their 
value. 
Communications addressed to J. Suea & Co., GuENtT, 
will receive immediate attention. 


ATHELS & TERRACE’S Patent Four- 
WAY DISC GAS-VALVE is the simplest and best 
Valve for Purifiers, and as a By-pass for other apparatus 
in Gas-Works. It is always gas-tight, and has no aprings, 
ground faces, or other delicate parts. By its use the flow 
of the gas cannot be accidentally stopped, and it never sticks. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Gust anp Curimxs, Foundry and Brass Works, Roruzr- 


HAM. 
ATHELS’S Patent District Dry Gas- 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting contri- 
vance for Regulating the Pressures in the higher levels of 
a district. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Mesers. 
Guest aAnp Cueimes, RorHernamM, 
A??? Ison POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 
description of Fire-Clav Goods. 


~~ TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, &o. 
WOOD SIEVES.—-WOOD SIEVES. 


Estimates given and Contracts taken by the Manufacturer 
GEORGE MACKANSESS, 


36, EDWARD STREET, HAMPSTEAD ROAD, 
LONDON, N.W. 

These Sieves are made with parallel or bevel bar, and 
guaranteed to be well seasoned yellow deal, and not 
common spruce 80 generally used. 

N.B.—Specimens sent free on application. 


JAMES OAKES & CO, 


ALFRETON IRON-WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
ND 


A 
WENLOCK IRON WHABF, 20 & 22, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, N., 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS in 
fener use in Gas and Water Works, including Iron 
torts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, and 
Byphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, &c., &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-Iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have 
attention, CHARLES Horsizy, Agont, 
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C. & W. WALKERS’ PATENT CENTRE-VALVES, 
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fe VutLEeT 
y 


A 


Plan of the Body, showing the Valve 
lying in it, with three of the facings, 
which were formerly exposed to 
settlements of dirt, carbon, naph- 
thaline, &c., but which are now 
always covered by the surfaced bar- 
facings of the Valve. (See below.) 





Elevation of the Centre-Valve 
for four Purifiers. The safety 
cover is shown broken, to 
enable the Valve itself, which 
is inside, to be seen. 





Plan of the Valve, or upper portion, showing the surfaced bar-facings referred to above. 


These PATENT CENTRE-VALVES are the most perfect and certain means for working Purifiers. The Valve itself is 
protected from all injury inside the safety cover. The working of the Valve is so easy, and so governed by the stop-catch move- 
ment, that the Purifiers can be instantaneously changed in the dark as well as in daylight. They are scraped perfectly true, 
metal to metal, the facings heretofore exposed are always covered, and there is nothing more reliable, certain, and durable in a 
gas-works. By their use the floor of the Purifying-house is clear and level; the Valve and all connexions being beneath the floor, 
out of the way of working. A very considerable improvement and saving is effected in the cost of the connecting-pipes. 


FOUR-WAY CENTRE-VALVES FORMING INLET, OUTLET, AND BYE-PASS. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
DOUBLE-FACED CAS-VALVES. 


These solidly constructed double-faced Gas-Valves are superseding the old 
system of the light, single-faced disc, which is too uncertain and unreliable in 
large bores. 











They are guaranteed absolutely gas-tight. They are very massive and rigid, 








and by improved modes of manufacture they are produced at very little excess c 

in cost over the old light, weak system, which is liable to spring and bend, and - 

become leaky. Li 

The Valve is a rigid wedge of solid cast iron, having two perfectly scraped a 

surfaced facings fitting between the two on the body, which are also surfaced. 16 

A spring in two short halves, and, therefore, not liable to break, is used only I 

for scraping the front facing clean. de 

The front facing is vertical ; the back facing forms the wedge. Space h—shprnnin x 

. At a slight additional expense both flanges are faced to bolt to main-pipes. _<—— 7 
GASHOLDERS, TELESCOPE & SINGLE-LIFT, of LARGEST DIMENSIONS. P 
PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS of most Improved Description. 
WOOD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS, = » 

Which have now been in use for more than ten years, and their advantages and durability fully established. They are made entirely | 4 
by steam machinery in very large quantities at the most moderate cost. . 





MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE; 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON. 1 Ag 
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WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 


Manufacturers 


DRY GAS-METERS 
In TIN AND CAST-IRON CASES. 


ESTABLISHED 1827, 


of 


Sole Manufacturers of ESSON’S PATENT 
COMPENSATING GAS-METER, 


AND OF 


COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METER. 


KING HENRY’S WALK, BALLS POND ROAD, LONDON, N. 


(NEAR DALSTON JUNCTION STATION), 


BUCCLEUCH STREET: WORKS, EDINBURGH. 








AGENTS. 


Messrs. J. EDMUNDSON & Co., 36, Capel Street, | 
DUBLIN. 


























a 





Sees See WS 


Messrs, R. MITCHELL & Co.,Peter Street and Craig Street, 


MONTREAL. 


COWAN’S SQUARE STATION-METER with PLANED JOINTS. 





GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, GAUGES, &o, 


PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 








‘ ° 
AILEY’S Patented Inventions are 
now in extensive use wherever steam is known. 
Bailey’s Patent Steam Gauges, Pyrometers, Water Gauge 
Cocks, Test Pumps, Fusible Plugs, Steam and Water Valves, 
Safety Valves, Junction Valves, Pumps, Tell-Tales, Re- 
corders, Lightning Conductors, Electric fag Turret 
Clocks, Steam Joint Cement, Lifting Jacks, Boiler Feeders, 
Lime Catcher and Separator, Injectors and Ejectors, and 
every description of first-class Brass Work for — 
and Boilers. Gas-Works Managers who have not our large 
book should send for it. 


16th edition, 1000 engravings, 4to., post free 2s. in etamps, 
weight 10 oz., cost of production £1000, 


AILEY’S Illustrated Inventions, con- 
taining details and prices of goods in our five several 
departments :—(1) Brass Foundry, Steam Gauges, Indica- 
tors, Feeders, and Fittings; (2) Engineers Sundries, Small 
Tools, and Stores; (3) Machine Pump and Fire Engine; 
(4) Turret Clock, &c.; (5) Electric Telegraph, A B C 
Instruments, Bells, and Apparatus. 
J. Barty and Co., Albion Works, Salford, LancasHiRrx. 


EDGE’S PATENT 


FOR REMOVING THE 
CARBONACEOUS INCRUSTATION FROM GAS-RETORTS, 


“ Swansea Gas-Works, Swansea, Oct, 22, 1870. 

“My dear Sir,—I laid your favour of the 17th inst. before 
my directors yesterday. I reported favourably on the use 
of Edge’s patent for the removal of carbon, and I must 
State that it has given me satisfaction during the twelve 
months trial.—I am, my dear sir, yours faithfully, 

“ E. Goddard, Esq.” “THORNTON ANDREWS. 

For particulars and terms, apply to E, Gopparp, Sole 
Agent, Gas-Works, Irswicu. 








NOTICE.—REMOVAL OF OFFICE. 


J. HOLLANDS, Iron Merchant and 

@ Hot Water Engineer, 31, Bankside, London, 

8.E., begs to inform his friends and the public that the 
lease of the above premises having been disposed of, he 
has REMOVED his Office to No. 14, SOUTHWARK 
BRIDGE ROAD, a few doors from Southwark Bridge, 
where all letters and orders will meet with prompt attention. 

March 25, 1873. 


TORBANEHILL MINERAL. 


For Sale, by Ténder, 


FOR WHOLE OR PART, 
SEVERAL THOUSAND TONS OF THE 


Celebrated Torbanehill Mineral, 


Saved from the fire at Torbanehill in June last. 


The mineral as it at present lies has been examined and 
analyzed by Dr. Wintiam Wattacr, Analytical Chemist, 
Glasgow, who says : 

“Very great care was employed to obtain reliable 
average samples, and the results show that the mineral 
is not appreciably damaged.” 

The results of two testings of fair samples of the Coal 
give 14,680 cubic feet of 43°7 candle gas, 


APPLY TO 


MR. DAVID STEWART, 
128, INGRAM STREET, GLASGOW. 











FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 


WILLIAM FRASER, 
INVERKEITHING, 


(Owner of the Works at which Fire-Clay Retorts were first 
made), can supply 
RETORTS, FIRE-BRICKS, &ce., 
to any extent. 
References can be given to managers of above a hundred 
Gas-Works whom he supplies. 
He ships at Charlestown his 


CELEBRATED HALBEATH STEAM COALS, 
on Navy List. 





THE PATENT 


CATOPTRIC LAMP, 


for Streets and all Situations 
where the Light ascending above 
the level of the Lamp is wasted, 
Is now in use in Moor. 
gate Street, London, 
and has been in success- 
ful operation upon 
Waterloo B , since 
Oct. 7, 1871. 
T. A. SKELTON, 387, Essex St., 
Strand, Lonpen, 
INVENTOR AND PavENTER, 
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TROTTER, HAINES; & CORBETT, 


BREVeREL'S ESTATE 
FIRE CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


ve. Manufacturers of GAS-RETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE 
‘FURNACE & BLAST-FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS, 
TILES, and every description of FIRE-BRICK. 
Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAYS. 
Successors to 


a 
E. Baxer anv Co., tate Briertey Hit, STAFFORDSHIRE. 





PRICE'S PATENT COKE & COAL BARROW, 


effecting a at savin 
% of timer labour, and = 
pense, 

For particulars, —_— 
&c., apply to Mr. Phe 
peyeee a ie a 

Gas - Works, ampton 
Wick, Mrppiesex. 








MBERT’S 


LA 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT WHITE METAL PLUGS. 


No. 758, 


The bodies of these Taps are made of Iron, black or 
galvanized, and the Plugs of Patent Metal. They are war- 
ranted not to set fast or corrode as do iron or brass Cocks, 
will always work easily, are ote 2 well made, durable, of 
little or no intrinsic value, and, therefore, not likely to be 
stolen ; and the Prices are (especially upon the larger sizes) 
FULLY, ‘50 PER CENT, LESS THAN Brass Cocks. 


One Oa, GHARBELIERS,  FERBAATS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IR E AND FITTINGS, 
RASS, COPPER, | LEAD, TiN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING, 
Stocks, Taps, and Dies, and Every Description of Gas- 
Fitters Tools ; Gas Slide and Sluice Valves ; 


CARTER’S SAFETY GAS -VALVES; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 


Pattern-Book and — List of Gas-Fittings, supplied 
on application. 


THOS, LAMBERT & SONS, Lambeth, London, 8.E. 


jane 8S NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANESIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 
Darét fer STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS8, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


Luurrep, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS & WATER PIPES of EVERY SIZE. 
lain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS, 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description, 

EXHAUSTERS, 
Lonpon Orricr: 25, LAUBENCE PounTNEY LANE. 


The BEST FIRE-BRICKS 


Exported from the Tyne are branded ROBSON. 
, Apply to W. C. Greson, 43, Side, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


The CHEAPEST FIRE-BRICKS 


Exported from the Tyne are branded ROBSON. 
~ Apply to W, C. Grnson, 43, Side, NEweasTLR-on-TYNE. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
* FIRE-BRICES, ag TILES, RETORTS, 


. SOOTSWOOD FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 


NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE, 


























COLLIERY OFFICE, STOURBRIDGE. 
SCARCITY OF COALS!!! 


G. J. EVESON has on offer large quantities of CANNEL COAL and ordinary 
GAS COAL for immediate delivery to any part of England. Rates and prices 
on application. 








G. J. EVESON, 


COLLIERY OFFICE, STOURBRIDGE. 


GAS COKES TAKEN IN ANY QUANTITY IN RETURN WAGGONS, OR 
“ WAGGONS SPECIALLY SENT, 





THE PATENT 


a UNIVERSAL” STEAM PUMP. 


SOLE MAKERS, 


HAYWARD, TYLER, & CO., 


84 & 85, UPPER WHITECROSS STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 
IN USE IN SOME OF 
THE PRINCIPAL GAS-WORKS IN LONDON, 
SHEFFIELD, PENISTONE, &c., 
FoR 


TAR AND AMMONIACAL LIQUORS. 


Ardwick Bridge Chemical Werks, 
Manchester, Oct. 28, 1872, 
Sir,—The “ Universal” Steam Pump obtained from 
you, and which has been employed during the last six 
months pumping caustic soda at these works, still 
continues working satisfactorily.— Yours truly, 
(Signed) Prerer Hart, Manager. 


 B. DONKIN & CO.’S 
& IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 











WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 48-inch, to be had 
on gam 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock, 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 
B. DONKIN & CO., 


GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDEBRBS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 


BLUE ANCHOR ROAD, BERMONDSEY, 
LONDON, S§.E. 


ALFRED WILLIAMS, 
PHCENIX FIRE-BRICK WHARF, 
64, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR FOR THE ERECTION OF GAS-WORKS, 
AND FOR THE 


SUPPLY OF RETORTS, FIRE-BRICKS, CAST-IRON MAINS, 
AND ALL MATERIALS FOR GAS MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION. 














J OSEPH AIRD, 
WELLINGTON TUBE-WORKS, 


GREAT BRIDGE, alagapigeasees) ; 


STAFFORDSHIRE, 
MANUFACTURER OF 








PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
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F. & C. OSLER, SCOTCH CANNEL COALS. 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. | ,,MSsbsibeterepared to contract forthe supply of 


MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTaBLisHED 1807, 


WALL LIGHTS, AND LUSTRES FOR GAS AND CANDLES, 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE AND ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 





MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 





WALTER FORD, 


GRAYS INN ROAD, LONDON, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
WET & DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c. 
ALSO OF 
PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, 
FOR ENSURING ANY REQUIRED CONSUMPTION. 

These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to Gas Companies 
who for many years have used them for every Lamp. 


159, 





CEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, eeparately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 


BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
of be post free, 2s, 6d. 
— second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 
a Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 
pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 








TRACE 


J, BEALE’S 
PATENT 
* GAS EXHAUSTER. 


BEALE’S CONTINUOUSLY ACTING 
GAS EXHAUSTERS 


ARE NOW MANUFACTURED BY 
B. 


DONEIN & CoO. 


Mr. J. Beatz, of East Greenwich, having retired from business, 
has made an arrangement with B. DON & CO. for the sole 
manufacture of his Patent Solid-Slide Gas Exhausters. 

D. & Co, also make Steam-Engines to drive Gas Exhausters 
direct or otherwise. 


Estimates and Prices on application to 
B. DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS & IRONFOUNDERS, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, 5.E. 














TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 


J. DEFRIES |. cas Son s, 


CTURERS 0) 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU CHANDELIERS, ‘IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN 
LIGHTS, AND THE PATENT CRYSTAL ILLUMINATION ; 
Vestibules, Iron Barrel, CompositionTubing, Dry & Wet Meters, & Gas-Fittings 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
WORKS: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1872. CLASS 12. 
Special — 
prepared in perfect 


REGISTERED DESIGNS. 
LE 
@ Z accordance with ar- 
Pe 3 % chitectural arrange- 


ments. Estimates 
Lighting and Fitting 
an 

2 — Ot Theatres, Musie 

alls, and Public 

or Private Buildings 
with Gas. 

Gas Moons 
of the newest designs, 


The Patent Gas- 





iLvuoya® 





liers for 1873, are now 
comp! 


HOUNDSDITCH, LONDON. 





City Show-Rooms on nee 147, 


EstTaBLispep 1830, 








— of the vatious Coals will be forwarded on appli- 


cation 
JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH. 
. Established 1840. 
LEE and JERDEIN, 
COAL OWNERS & MERCHANTS. 


Chief Office : 
8, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


SOLE VENDORS FOR 


LONDON & THE SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
WIGAN COAL AND CANNEL, 


From the Mines of the 


INCE HALL COAL & CANNEL 
COMPANY, Limited, 


Messrs. W. H. BRANCKER & Co. 
POLKEMMET CANNEL 


Yields 13,900 cubic feet of 39 Candle Gas per ton. 


RIGSIDE CANNEL 


Yields 11,782 cubic feet of 85°31 Cannel Gas per ton. 














Fortheseorany other first-class Scotch Cannel,apply to 


ROBERT MARSHALL, 


CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
173, ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW. 


OPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL.— 
We have now the bg rae nd of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our Coal 
yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet of gas, 
with an sluminating power of 16 candles; or by the 
standard burrers now used by the London Gas Companies, 
an ye bg equal to 174 candles, 
a, tou ied ~ ag es? coke, . 
ship) om oole, Liverpoo 
and Barrow. ” 


For further particulars, ap ly to Pork AND PRARSON, 
West at Riding : and Silkstone Collieries, near Lexps. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
ees power, 31°75 standard candles, Port of shipment, 
emyss. 
Analysis and price om cognates te Ms to x Wx. Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkealdy, Fire. 





This Coal can 
Morecambe, 








HE 
HUCKNALL COLLIERY COMPANY 
Can offer a ee COAL aay quailty. large quantity 
Prices and uteuminan 


Coturery Company, H 
NorrineHaM. 


ion to the Hucawatt 
Torkard Collieries, near 





CANNEL COAL. 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 


Beg leave to << Sm attention of Gas Companies to the 
rior quality of their 
CANNEL FoR GAS-MAKING PURPOSES. 
This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron retorts, 
9200 cubic feet of 32-eandle and upwards of 11 cwt. 
of coke, and in clay retorts "produce 11,500 cubic feet 
of 25°9-candle gas. 
5 of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 
7 eae — for delivery by railway to any pant of 
ngl 


culars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 
The Ocppa Colliery, Mold, Fiintsuree. 


XIDE OF I80 N-— 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (B0G OCHRD, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most exten- 
sive Gas Companies, and which has given entire satisfaction. 
FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


PAteENt RIBBED RETORTS, 


which are strongly recommended for their additional 
efficiency and durability, are now in use at above 150 
Gas- Works. 
Illustrated circular, with numerous testimonials, will be 
forwarded on application to the Inventor and Patentee, 
A. C, FRASER, 
Patent Gas Company, Gas-Works, 


BistLey IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-8TREET 
DUBHAM. 








Barnet, Herts. 





Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-Iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of J — in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 


th 
Agent ‘in London, Mr, J, Manwammie, 161 Cannon 
Street E.C, 
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MA) ——_UNVARYING WATER-LINE. GAS-METER, 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT) 








“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 90,000 in action. 


MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


“WET” & “DRY” GAS-METERS 


of the highest excellence. 
STATION -METER S AND GOVERNORS, 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS. 
TESTING APPARATOHUOS 
of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 








HANDBOOKS by F. W. HARTLEY:— 
“ PHOTOMETRY,” 2s. 1d. post paid; “‘THE ESTIMATION OF AMMONIA AND SULPHUR IN GAS,” 2s. 1d., post paid; 
“ GAS-METER TESTING UNDER THE SALES OF GAS ACT,” &c. (Second edition out of print), Third Edition, enlarged 
and illustrated, will be shortly published under the title of “GAS MEASUREMENT AND GAS-METER TESTING.” 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 


oom Re, LAIDLAW & SON, 








C 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, 


| Manufacturers of GASOMETERS & GAS APPARATUS of EVERY DESCRIPTION ; CAST- 

IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY; 
[RON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, & GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, & CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, 
N &c.; WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS 
(Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
&c.; GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS: of every 
description; LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


_ London Address: 106, CANNON STREET, E.C. 
D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 


Invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their _ Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to any 
in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without being 


duly registered, 
MANUFACTURERS OF . 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES ‘much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER, TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING’ 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER ' 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Charch and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern-Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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